
Rising Senior College FAQs 

What is the “Common App”? 

The Common Application (informally known as the Common App) is an undergraduate college 

admission application that applicants may use to apply to any of more than 700-member 

colleges and universities. 

Is the Coalition the same thing? Does my child need to do both?   

The Coalition serves is the same type of tool, but it is its own platform.  Some schools utilize 

both, some schools use one or the other. The best way to determine which platform to use is by 

checking the college of interest’s website.  If your child is applying to 6 schools and they all use 

the Common App, then they should use Common App.  If 5 of the schools use Coalition and 1 

uses Common App.  It may be best to fill out the Coalition and then apply to that 6th school 

directly to the institution. 

When should my child start working on their Common Application? 

The Common Application typically opens August 1st.  The Common App does allow a student to 

save their work and go back in to work on the application at a later time.  If they have verified 

that the common application is the tool to use, they can start in August.  However, I don’t 

recommend submitting until the school year starts to ensure that all information given is correct. 

(Course availability may change, counselor caseload my change, rank may not be updated, 

etc.) 

How do I obtain a copy of my child’s transcript? 

An unofficial transcript can be attained through the school counseling office.  If an official 

transcript is needed.  A student must fill out a Transcript Release Form (aka The Green Sheet) 

from the counseling office.  It should be returned 2 weeks prior to the due date. 

Does my child need to fill out a Green Sheet for each school they are applying to? 

Yes 

Do I need to fill out a FAFSA?  When can I start working on that? Are there any benefits to applying 

early?  

The information below was obtained from the FAFSA website pertaining to current 

Juniors/Rising Seniors.  Keep in mind that funding is limited and it is best to submit as early as 

possible. 

 
2020–21 Academic Year 
Online FAFSA forms must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. Central time (CT), June 30, 2021. Any corrections or 
updates must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. CT, September 11, 2021.  

Each college may have its own deadline. Check with the college(s) you’re interested in attending. You may 
also want to ask your college about its definition of an application deadline. Is it the date your FAFSA 
form is processed or the date the college receives your processed FAFSA data?  
 
I don’t think my family will qualify for Federal Aid, should we still apply? 

Yes! It's important to know that beyond grants and scholarships, filling out the FAFSA is what's 

required to get Federal student loans. That's why you should also make sure that 

you're filling out the FAFSA every year you attend school. 

https://studentaid.gov/taxonomy/term/150?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true
https://studentaid.gov/taxonomy/term/150?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true

