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Message from the Principal 
by robert.l.carter@lcps.org   
  
Dear Banneker Families,  
As I reflect on all the things that I am thankful for this holiday season, I am overwhelmed with 
thankfulness towards our Banneker families. November was a great month at Banneker with 
parent-teacher conferences, American Education Week, our author/illustrator visit, and the 
Turkey Trot. We want to extend the opportunity for families to continue to join us at school to 
volunteer or to simply have lunch with your child. It doesn’t have to be a special event; 
parents are always welcome to join us. Tune in each month for the monthly newsletter as each 
month promises to bring lots of school information to get excited about. Also, please consider 
joining the Banneker PTO. Our next meeting is Tuesday, December 10th at 9:30am.  
 
PBIS Updates 
This month students continued to earn Broncos for instances of respecting self, respecting 
others, and respecting property. Ask your child how many Broncos they earned in November. 
Last month students from Mrs. Maulfair’s class earned the right to do a flash mob and they 
pulled it off right after the fire drill on Tuesday, prior to the Turkey Trot kick off. November 
Broncos piled up and i am pleased to announce that Ms. Wilt’s class won the November 
Bronco challenge, earning 30. Mrs. Maulfair’s class  earned Board Games with their classroom 
teacher and Mrs. Shanholtzer. In December, students will be trying to earn a “Movie Day” on 
the last day before winter break. An opt out letter will go home prior to showing the movie. I 
have been so proud of our students. They are responding well to our high behavior 
expectations. Students at Banneker are consistently demonstrating the characteristics of the 
Positivity Project. 
 
Blue Ridge Middle School Musical 
Theater students from BRMS would like to invite all families to their winter musical Guys and 
Dolls. Please see the ticket information https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/34534  
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Upcoming Events 
December 2-6, Inclusive Schools Week 
December 7 Middleburg Parade –Banneker Holiday float  
December 9-13: Week of Code https://code.org/learn 
December 17: Bards Concert 
December 23 –Jan. 3: Winter Break- school closed 
January 20: MLK Day School closed 
January 21: Moveable Student Holiday 
January 23: Monday schedule 
 
On-time Arrival to School 
Last week we sent attendance letters to families who have exceeded the number of 
acceptable absences and tardies. Please keep in mind how important it is to have great 
attendance at school. It is important that families remember that school begins at 7:50am and 
that students need to be in their seat and ready to learn by 7:50am. As stated in the Parent 
and Student Handbook, students who arrive to school after 7:50 am (by car) must be escorted 
to the office by their parent. This ensures safe entry into the building and allows the office to 
obtain an excuse for the late arrival. As a courtesy to the classroom teacher, if you know that 
your child will need to eat a school breakfast, please arrive earlier than 7:50am to give them 
time to eat before class begins. Thank you for helping with this effort. Please don’t be surprised 
if you are asked to show your identification at the door. This is standard operating procedure 
and helps keep each child and staff member in the school safe. If you would like to request 
articles and research on the importance of student attendance and how it affects on-time 
graduation rates, please contact my office. Additionally, if you are going to be missing school, 
please email or call the attendance line: BAN-attendance@lcps.org or 540-751-2481. 
 
It’s CCC Cold Outside 
I would like to ask families to help their children get ready for the winter weather by making 
sure that they have long pants, coats, closed-toe shoes, etc. You may receive a phone call to 
bring long pants if the temperature dips below freezing and your child is wearing shorts. Fire 
drills and other emergency drills may have us out in the cold for 10 or more minutes. Please be 
prepared for this. If you are unable to provide any of these items for your child, please contact 
our parent liaison LaVerne.Warner@lcps.org. 
 
Lost and Found 
This is the time of year when the Lost and Found begins to pile up (cold in the morning/warm in 
the afternoon).. Make sure to have your child check the lost and found if they have misplaced 
an item. 
 
Unexpected Treats 
While the office always appreciates unexpected treats for teachers and staff we would like to 
make sure that families continue to communicate with teachers when they plan to bring in a 
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special treat to share with students. Keep in mind that food items will only be allowed during 
class parties and parties have been specifically arranged by the teachers. Families have done 
great with this so far this year,and I expect nothing less during the month of December. Thank 
you for your support with this. Each classroom at Banneker is 
Allergy Aware! 
 
Turkey of the Year 
Congratulations to our student body who read for nearly 
100,000 minutes (1639 hours) during our 2-week reading 
incentive. Students were given tickets for every 20 minutes 
they read and with those tickets they could select the 
“Turkey of the Year.” Students selected Mrs. Stevens as their 
turkey. Thank you to all of the families who encouraged 
students to read and who made donations and pledges for 
the number of laps that students ran. Participants ran 400 
miles during the Turkey Trot. 
 
Middleburg Parade 
The Middleburg Parade is this Saturday, December 7th. 
Thank you to those who have made candy contributions for 
students to pass out along the parade route. In addition, thank you for the wonderful response 
for students wanting to ride the float. Please continue to send in your forms by this Friday if you 
are interested in participating. Kudos to the 3rd grade for taking the lead on decorating the 
Holiday float. Their theme is Holidays Around the World. Come out and support Banneker at 
this wonderful event and if you can’t come on Saturday, the lower hallway of Banneker is lined 
with a display of their wonderful work. 
 
Afternoon Principal Coffee (Decaf) 
I started hosting principal coffees last spring with a great reception to the event. On Thursday, 
December 5th, I plan to host another coffee right after school from 2:45-3:45pm where parents 
can learn more about Banneker’s instructional plans and our goals for the future. You’ll hear 
directly from those who are invested in improving Banneker in every way. The school 
leadership team will be joining me as we host parents.  
 
ParentVUE: 
All families should have been able to access the report cards via ParentVUE on November 11, 
2019. You may pick up a copy of your child’s paper report card by requesting the office to 
print one. Make sure to stay in touch with us by following us on twitter @Banneker_ES use the 
hashtag #BANFAM. You can also follow me on twitter @rdotcarter1 or on instagram 
@mr_carter_lcps. 
 

 

  
 



 
  

 

In the Library  
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

We had an exciting month because we Henry Cole come 
to our school to talk to our students all about being an 
author/illustrator!  He told some amazing stories and even 
left us a couple of drawings that he made while he was 
here.  We could not have had him come without such a 
successful book fair, so thank you to everyone who came 
out to support Banneker.    Remember, we will have 
another book fair in the spring that will be a buy one, get 
one event, so be on the lookout for more information come 
spring time.   

Just a reminder to please be sure to have students return 
books on their library day so they can check out new items. 
You can check out our school library webpage to access 

the library catalog and see some of the library policies.   

 
 

Tech in the School 
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org   

As we get further into the school year and the students become 
comfortable with their devices please remember that these 
devices are for school use and should be used in that capacity. 
Loudoun County does monitor the content of these devices. 

Here is a quote from the Parent Webpage that has information specifically for parents 
about the student devices.   

“Are student Chromebooks filtered or monitored when off school property? 
Yes, regardless of the wireless network the device is connected to, internet traffic on 
student chromebooks is always routed through the LCPS internet content filter. In 
addition, LCPS uses a monitoring service called Gaggle, which monitors the content of 
students’ email, Google Drive, and Office 365 OneDrive and reports content that is 
concerning.” 
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We want students to use these devices and be comfortable with them and make sure 
they are using them for school work.  Remember we do have the resources available 
online if you or the students have questions about their devices.  There is a student 
brochure and a webpage for you and the students to browse.   

 

Physical Education 
by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

Winter is going to bring us a lot more indoor activities.  We are going to play hockey 
and handball and other games like table ball - which is similar to pingpong, except 
the hand is the paddle.  We will also be getting into some indoor conditioning since 
we are not outside as much.  Also, ask your bronco about our new basketball hoop. 
We are fortunate to have the hoop up now. Basketball inside now, and the students 
are loving it!  There will be another afterschool sports program soon after the holidays. 
The kids are having fun and staying busy the whole time.  The games are a little 
different than we play in PE and that keeps it exciting.     Go Broncos! 

 

School Counseling: 

by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org  

Student Council News 

     Banneker students in grades K-5 participated in our October Student Council officer 
elections.  Our newly elected officers, (Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-President, and 
President) along with our grades 1st – 5th classroom representatives will be meeting 
monthly with Mrs. Shanholtzer (School Counselor) and Mr. Carter to discuss student 
ideas and concerns here at Banneker.  

  In November, Student Council members discussed Banneker Spirit and came up 
with some fun ideas!  They have already enjoyed Washington Nationals Spirit Hat Day 
and Crazy Hair Day.  Look for a little reminder to come home soon about Silly Sweater 
Day on Friday, December 20.   We are always interested in student input, so if your 
child has a great idea, have them mention it to their class representative, teacher, 
Mrs. Shanholtzer, or Mr. Carter. 

  In January, students will be celebrating Crazy Hat Day on Wednesday, January 
15 and Team Spirit Day on Friday, January 31.  We will continue celebrating with a 
school-wide Pajama Day on Monday, February 3, the day after Groundhog Day. 
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  Students are also organizing a “Souper Bowl” canned food drive to happen 
during the week of the Super Bowl.  More information will come home soon!A 

 

ART 
by marlenabeach@lcps.org 

(Left: Banneker, Blue Ridge and Loudoun Valley’s Art teachers at this 
year’s Virginia Art Educators Conference in Harrisonburg VA) 

With winter just a few weeks away, we have begun to 
look at projects that are inspired by the season change. 
Fifth graders will be looking at the use of pattern and line 
in an image while using scratch art. Fourth graders are 
printmaking and making some great work inspired by art 
deco. The third grade class has been working on art 
inspired by their studies of Holidays Around the World. 
Second graders are exploring cut paper art inspired by 

Japanesse Notan art.  First graders will be exploring collage, as will the kindergartner’s, 
by looking at shape and how we use shape to create.   Winter and the holidays can 
be a time of excitement and inspiration to make and create!   

The annual cluster art show with Banneker, Emerick, Hamilton, Blue Ridge and Loudoun 
Valley will be in early March. More info on this much anticipated event next month.  

 

Music 

by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 
      @MrDugganMusic 

Happy holidays from the music room! 
  
As our calendar year comes to a close, our students are all working on music for the 
holiday sing-a-long!  This is a great event that brings all of our voices together for some 
zero-pressure music making.  All grades will also explore different aspects of the 
Nutcracker which includes third grade improvisations over top of the music, 
movement games, and other active listening lessons.  Second graders will evaluate 
ballet dancers and how they relate to the music and may even create their own 
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Nutcracker choreography.  First graders get to experience steady beat through it.  I 
am also excited to announce that it's recorder season!  4th and 5th grade families will 
receive separate communication in the coming days regarding recorders, so please 
look out for that.  Remember that with your encouragement, the recorder can be a 
legitimate instrument in your child's hands and not just a noise maker! 
 
 

SEARCH  
The SEARCH curriculum is based on problem solving and founded in gifted education 
research.  The curriculum spirals developmentally through five components: perceiving, 
reasoning, connecting, creating, and evaluating.  Each grade level learns about each 
component at increasingly more complex and abstract levels.  These components are 
presented to students in K-3 as "keys" to critical thinking.  
 
What are some “thoughtful” gifts to help promote thinking this holiday season?  
If you are looking for some new games or toys, check out the 2019 Mensa Select Game 
Winners.  The games listed on this link are ones that have been awarded the official 
Mensa Select distinction because each is original in concept, challenging, and well 
designed. Additionally, these games provide a high value for the price, are easy to 
comprehend and play, and prove highly entertaining.  Using this site, you may also 
search past winners from previous years.  
https://mensamindgames.com/about/winning-games/ 
Other links to games that promote spatial reasoning or logical thinking: 
https://www.thinkfun.com/ 
 
https://www.blueorangegames.com/ 
 
Whether it's for a holiday present or just a fun winter treat, consider finding some 
wonderful children's books for your child (and maybe one for yourself)! 
This link will take you to the American Library Associations “Notable Children’s Books of 
2019”.  
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb 
 
"A book is a gift you can open again and again" ~ Garrison Keillor 
Enjoy your holiday season! 
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PTO Corner 
We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving weekend! 

 

Turkey Trot -  A big Thank You to Drew Bishop and Kelly Nash for organizing a fantastic 
event once again. We are thankful for the generosity of our donors with over $3000 raised as 
well as the time and encouragement of our volunteers who made everything run smoothly and 
fun for our kiddos. 

Middleburg Parade - is this weekend! If you signed up up remember to be at the starting point 
early it gets busy in town! 

Giving Tree - If you are looking for ways to treat our Banneker Teachers and Staff this holiday 
season, check out our Giving Tree in the Banneker Lobby this week.  To make things easier, 
this year we will have a tree in the Banneker lobby and an online "virtual" tree to choose from.  

Also, individual classes will be having parties organized by teachers and room parents, so be 
on the lookout for emails coming home from them as well! 

It's Auction Time!  Banneker’s Online Only Auction is this Saturday, Dec 7th from 3pm -7pm. 
There are already some great auction items with more coming this week. There are some 
pretty cool "Experience" gifts just in time for the holidays, so go in and create a login for the 
auction and preview!   Banneker PTO Winter Auction 
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