
SOCIAL STUDIES 
PROGRAM OF 
STUDIES 2019-2020
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS DESIGNED TO HELP STUDENTS 
AND PARENTS MAKE GOOD DECISIONS WHEN SCHEDULING 
CLASSES FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR



Social Science Diploma Requirements:
Class of 2022 and beyond (current 9th

graders)

 Standard Diploma:  3 Standard Units of Credit and 1 
Verified Unit 

 Advanced Studies Diploma:  4 Standard Units of Credit 
and 1 Verified Unit

 To Earn Verified Credit: pass an SOL exam in a History 
course

 Modified Standard Diploma:  2 Standard Units of Credit

 All 9th grade students will take the SOL exam in their World 
History 1 class. SOL exams in World History 2 and US History 
will be available only to students who still need to earn 
verified credit.



Social Science Diploma Requirements:
Class of 2020, 2021 (current 10th and 11th

graders)

 Standard Diploma:  3 Standard Units of Credit and 1 
Verified Unit 

 Advanced Studies Diploma:  4 Standard Units of Credit 
and 2 Verified Units

 To Earn Verified Credit: pass an SOL exam in a History 
course

 Modified Standard Diploma:  2 Standard Units of Credit

 Most students will have taken the SOL exam in their World 
History 1 class in 9th Grade. SOL exams in World History 2 
and US History are available only to students who still need 
to earn verified credit(s).



Decisions, Decisions, Decisions

Social Science offers three types of courses:
1) Introduction to AP and AP: Course content is rapidly paced with 

additional depth. Lessons are often designed to be complex, 
abstract, and open ended.

2) Academic:  Course content and expected student performance 
require additional reading and writing at a rigorous level.

3) Electives:  Semester and AP classes that are designed to stimulate 
and expand upon specific areas of the Social Science curriculum.  

All students should choose challenging classes which maximize their 
learning opportunities. Rigorous high school courses prepare students well 
for further education and successful career paths.  Parents and students 
should consider the following when making decisions about which classes 
to choose:

1) Previous performance in subject area,
2) Standardized test scores,
3) Commitment of the students, and
4) Recommendations from teachers, counselors, and principals.



9th Grade OPTIONS AND COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS



9th Grade:
Introduction to AP World History and 
Geography I (Prehistory to 1500 CE) 

 1 Credit

 Weighted 0.5

This is a rigorous course that will greatly benefit those students who plan on pursuing

Advanced Placement classes in the future.  Students should be highly motivated and 

well organized.  Strong writing skills and reading comprehension are necessary.

Students should be able to evaluate information and form opinions.  Although the 

Information taught is SOL based, there will be a formal assessment administered by 

the county that is necessary to receive a .5 increase in your GPA.  Students will also

have to take the SOL test.



9th Grade: 
Academic World History and 
Geography I  (Prehistory to 1500 CE)

 1 Credit

This rigorous course will provide students with an opportunity to 
explore the cultures and regions of the world, during the time periods 
of Pre-History through the Renaissance. Organizational skills, reading 
skills, and writing skills will be developed within the framework of the 
SOLS. Students will have to take an SOL test.



10th Grade OPTIONS AND COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS



10th Grade:
Academic World History II (1450 CE to 
the Present)

 1 Credit

This rigorous course will provide students with the opportunity to explore the cultures

and regions of the world, during the time periods of 1450 CE through the present day.

Organizational skills, reading skills, and writing skills will be refined within the 

framework of the SOLS.  Students should be able to read for comprehension and form

opinions that they will articulate in writing.  This course is designed to form a solid 

database of information that will prove useful in social science courses offered in

11th and 12th grade.  

Students will have the option to take an SOL test, if they still need verified credit.



10th Grade:
Advanced Placement World History: 
Modern (1200 CE to the Present)

 1 Credit

 Weighted 1.0
Advanced Placement WHII covers content from 1200 CE to the present. Students will need 
a good understanding of ancient world history and a strong work ethic.  Students need to 
be able to read and take notes each night as well as manage time for other classes and 
activities.  Therefore, time management skills and organization are a must!

This is a course that requires advanced work on the part of the students.  Extensive outside 
reading and note taking is required.  Strong writing skills that employ creating plausible 
arguments with multiple facts and examples of supporting evidence are needed. Using 
rigorous habits of mind the students will analyze documents for point of view, context, and 
bias; assess issues of change and continuity over time; understand diverse interpretations; 
describe global patterns; and compare/contrast within and among societies.

Students will take the AP Exam and have the option to take the SOL test if they need 
verified credit.



11th Grade OPTIONS AND COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS



11th Grade:
Academic United States and Virginia History

 1 Credit

This rigorous course will provide students with the opportunity to explore US History 
beginning with Native American culture and moving into the present day.  US/VA 
History will expand your ability to think clearly and carefully about social and 
historical forces that have shaped America.  In this class you will be expected to 
develop your ability to independently use historical evidence to make arguments 
and draw conclusions.  You will learn to think in an organized way and to express 
yourself in all forms of writing.  This course will help you to improve your ability to 
think critically while examining how the people of America have met their needs, 
formed communities, and developed into the diverse and complex society that is 
America.

Students will have the option to take an SOL test if they need verified credit.



11th Grade:
Dual Enrollment United States History

 1 Credit

 Weighted 0.5

Dual Enrollment US History is a college course offered in high school; students who pass will receive 6 college 
credits through NOVA. The course is fast paced and in depth.

The course deals with the political, economic, and socio-cultural themes in our history as they cross time 
periods. Students will be analyzing documents and writing essays.  Students should be able to construct a 
well developed thesis and formulate 3 arguments to prove their thesis across a five paragraph essay.  
Emphasis is placed on writing skills and critical thinking.

This course is equal to a full year introductory college course.  The Dual Enrollment student should be 
motivated, resourceful, responsible, and have the ability to work in a collaborative environment.  
Completion of homework assignments is necessary for students to participate in group discussions and to 
understand a concept from multiple perspectives.

Students will have to take a Final Exam each semester, and will have the option to take an SOL test if they 
need verified credit.



11th Grade:
Advanced Placement United States History

 1 Credit

 Weighted 1.0

AP US History is a college level course offered in high school that follows the mandated College Board 
curriculum. US History, beginning with early Native American culture and moving into the present, is 
covered in 8 months. The course is fast paced and in depth.

The course deals with the political, economic, and socio-cultural themes in our history as they cross time 
periods. The students will be writing three types of essays: Document Based Question (DBQ), Long Essay, and 
Short Answer, per the AP US standards.  Students should be able to construct a well developed thesis and 
formulate 3 arguments to prove their thesis across a five paragraph essay.  Emphasis is placed on writing 
skills and critical thinking.

This course is equal to a full year introductory college course.  The AP student should be motivated, 
resourceful, responsible, and have the ability to work in a collaborative environment.  Completion of 
homework assignments is necessary for students to participate in group discussions and to understand a 
concept from multiple perspectives. Expectations for AP US students include:  Rigorous workload, class 
participation, meeting deadlines, self advocacy, highly organized, and highly motivated; attendance is a 
must. 

Students will take the AP Exam and have the option to take the SOL test if they need verified credit.



11th Grade:
Economics (this course is a requirement 
for graduation)

 0.5 Credit

In this course, you will discover the basic economic principles that are 
at work  in your life every day, and gain an understanding of these 
principles.  You will be able to use this knowledge to make better 
economic choices.  

You will also learn how governments and private financial institutions 
impact your economic choices by the decisions they make about 
“who gets what,” in a world of scarce resources.



11th Grade:
Advanced Placement Macro- and 
Micro-Economics

 1 Credit
 Weighted 1.0

 The AP Economics course is divided into 2 parts: Microeconomics and 
Macroeconomics. The course in Microeconomics will focus on the small scale: the 
principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both 
consumers and producers, within the economic system. The course in Macroeconomics 
focuses on the larger scale: the principles of economics that apply to an economic 
system as a whole.

 Graph interpretation, logic, and cause/effect are skills essential to success in this 
course. Students are expected to participate actively because discussions, simulations, 
and current examples represent a significant portion of learning in class. Much of the 
success in AP Economics relies on application of concepts and student 
determination. At the end of this course, you will better understand the mechanisms 
underlying product markets, resource markets, and global markets. Students may 
expect to take 2 AP exams. 

 If a student is on track for an advanced diploma and they take AP Econ, they do not 
have to take personal finance!



12th Grade OPTIONS AND COURSE 
DESCRIPTIONS



12 Grade:
Academic United States/Virginia 
Government

 1 Credit

This course is designed to present a broad overview of the many forms of government

present in our global society.  The teacher’s role is to educate, inspire, and also 

forewarn students of the practices of governments at all levels (national, state, and 

local).  The emphasis of teaching government to seniors is providing the opportunity

to acquire in depth knowledge of the history and philosophy of democracy as

practiced in the United States.  The overall objective is to prepare seniors to take an

active role the society they live in, by exercising the rights and privileges  granted

them in our Constitution.  The ultimate goal of this course is to create active and 

informed citizens.



12th Grade:
Advanced Placement United States and 
Comparative Government

 1 Credit

 Weighted 1.0

This course combines AP US Government and AP Comparative Government.  The college 
board curricula for both courses is woven together make this a coherent year long course. 
In AP Government, you will expand your ability to think clearly and carefully about social 
and political forces that shape your life.  You will study the principles of government in the 
US and the institutions and laws that make government work.  You will also compare our 
systems and laws to those of other countries.

Through examination and comparison of government systems, you will develop and 
improve your analytical skills, and you will improve your ability to think in an organized way 
about very complex issues that involve many different types of people, groups, and 
institutions.  You will improve your communication skills, active listening skills, analytical 
writing, and ability to participate in political debate.

Students are expected to take both the AP Government and the AP Comparative 
Government exams in May.  All students will be prepared for both exams.



ELECTIVE OFFERINGS

Year-Long Courses
- AP Psychology

- Geospatial Sciences (GIS) 
(Dual Enrollment Course)

- AP Human Geography

Semester Courses
- Psychology

- World of Ideas (Philosophy)

- Global Social Issues (Sociology)

- World Religions

- International Relations

Electives are offered to 11th and 12th grade students only.



Advanced Placement Psychology

 1 Credit

 Weighted 1.0

The purpose of the AP Psychology course is “to introduce students to the systematic and 
scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.” 
Over the course of the year, we will attempt to answer important questions about human 
life.

Students taking AP Psychology are expected to be motivated, organized, and self-directed.  
The course requires a high level of individual effort and a willingness to learn some concepts 
on your own.  You should expect to spend 30-60 minutes preparing for each class meeting.

Written communication and reading comprehension skills are also essential to success in this 
course. Students are expected to participate actively in class and online, as discussion, 
debate, and personal examples represent a significant portion of the learning in class.  

Students will be fully prepared to take the AP Exam.



Psychology

 .5 Credit

The purpose of the semester Psychology course is to explore the basics 
of the scientific study of Psychology with a broad overview of each 
major discipline.

Students should demonstrate interest in Psychology, come to class 
prepared to learn, and be willing to participate in class by answering 
questions, contributing to discussions, and focusing on assignments.

Much of the class is student driven.  Expect to be doing creative 
projects, cooperative activities, discussions, debates, and group 
presentations on a regular basis.



Geospatial Science (GIS)

 1 Credit

 Weighted .5

Geospatial Science (GIS) provides an opportunity for high school students to interact with computer maps 
and spatial data.  Common programs used are GPS units, Google Earth, and ERSI software.  It is a 
computer based course that requires that students readily display the abilities to:  

 Work cooperatively with others

 Be actively self-motivated 

 Engage in high-level thought process

 Form opinions 

 Think CREATIVELY

Although computer use is a large part of the course, prior knowledge of GIS software is NOT necessary and 
all technical skills are taught in class.  This is an AP-level course geared towards students interested in the 
Sciences and/or Geography, but there is NO AP TEST. College credit will be awarded in May, pending 
satisfactory completion of a semester project.  Geospatial Science is a dual-enrollment course offered as a 
partnership between LCPS and James Madison University.  This is a college-level course and a student 
enrolled has the OPTION of completing the course for three college credits.



ADVANCED PLACEMENT HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 

 Credit 1.0
 Weighted 1.0

The World is getting smaller and smaller as more and more people interact, as time between far 
flung places decreases, and as communication between opposite sides of the planet becomes 
momentary.  So, all of us on planet Earth are going to have to learn how to explain answers to 
these questions to ourselves and each other, and try to work them out with people whose 
languages, cultures, and traditions create a huge diversity of human points of view.

AP Human Geography will help you to analyze the world and your relationship to it.  You will learn 
to look for geographic causes for events in different regions, to compare geographic features and 
their effects on human life, and see how your life is connected to and effected by, human and 
geographic conditions all over the globe. In this course, you will write, read, discuss and present 
issues of rapidly changing global and local importance. The knowledge gained in this course will 
elevate our knowledge of contemporary world issues, and better prepare students for new 
employment paths and careers.  Students who successfully complete this course will take relevant 
world knowledge with them into their next level of education

Students will be fully prepared to take the AP Exam at the end of the class.
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