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January In-Service

Mark your calendars! The January 
In-Service will be held on January 
21, 2020 at Tuscarora HS from 8 AM 
to 12 PM.  More information will 
follow.

Current Contact Information
Periodically, Transportation will mail 
information to you.  If you have an 
address change, please notify 
Bonnie Flippo of your address 
change as Transportation does not 
have access to your information in 
Oracle.  The addresses are kept 
confidential. Without your current 
address, you could be missing 
critical information.  

Battery Cut Off Switches
For those drivers who have battery 
cut off switches, please be sure to 
use them on the last day prior to the 
break.  

Spare Key

Please be sure to always have a 
spare key on your bus.  This will assist 
the snow team when buses must be 
moved; this allows plow trucks to come 
through and clear the parking lots. 

Blood Borne Pathogen Training
The Blood Borne Pathogen Online 
Training module is now available.  This 
annual training is required by every 
employee in Transportation and must be 
completed as soon as possible.  Periodic 
reminders will be sent to aid in 
completing the training module on time.  

The guidelines are:

1. Each LCPS employee must sign into
the SafeSchools web site using their PID
number as their login ID, no password
required.

2. This module can be accessed from
any computer or any iPhone/device or
Android phone/device.

3. The website address is:
https://lcps-va.safeschools.com or via
the link found on LCPS GO. 

This training takes approximately 20 
minutes to complete.  Bus Drivers and 
Attendants will be paid for ½ hr. to 
complete the training.  TAA will receive a 
weekly report indicating who has 
completed the training in full.

If you have any questions please email 
Lara Kizer at SafetyTraining@lcps.org as 
she will be your point of contact (POC).
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Mileage Reports
The 2nd quarter mileage reports will be 
due December 16th.  It is extremely 
important to include all the runs 
requested and be sure the information is 
accurage.  This mileage is for the annual 
state report.  

W-2 Mailing Address Notice
Form W-2 for Loudoun County Public 
Schools (LCPS) employees will be mailed in 
January 2020.

Please review & update your mailing 
address and phone number in
Oracle Self Service by Tuesday, 
December 31st.  

CLICK HERE TO GO TO ORACLE

If you have questions, p lease contact the 
LCPS Payroll Department at 
571-252-1260 or lcpspayroll@lcps.org 
for assistance.
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https://ebsprdext.loudoun.gov/OA_HTML/AppsLocalLogin.jsp
https://lcps-va.safeschools.com


Inclement Weather

Please be sure you are monitoring 
weather conditions. Delays and closings 
are announced on local radio stations, 
twitter, facebook and the LCPS website.  

Throw Away Those Old Route 
Sheets 
Drivers receiving a new route sheet 
should review it immediately, if it is 
correct, please discard all other copies. 
When multiple route sheets are left on 
the bus, it can cause confusion for 
substitute drivers.  Please  ensure the 
current route sheet is the ONLY route 
sheet on the bus.  

Crossing Gates
To avoid damage, please be sure the 
crossing gate is closed before moving 
forward.   

Fuel Tanks
Remember to keep your fuel tanks full.  
Your tank should not go below 1/2 full. 

Stay Safe!  Wear Your Cleats

As winter season approaches LCPS wants 
to make sure that you have the proper 
footwear for winter weather conditions.   
Please be sure to wear your cleats.

Rinsing Buses

Buckets and squeegees supplied for 
cleaning windshields at the fuel island, are 
being used to rinse buses.  Please do not 
do this as these items are solely for cleaning 
glass. Bus bodywork should be cleaned at 
the wash bay only.

Bus Rodeo-LAST CALL!
Last call for any drivers or attendants 
who would like to volunteer for the Bus 
Rodeo Organizational Committee – we 
plan to have our first meeting in early 
January. Contact Kathleen Guarini, 
Coordinator, at 571-252-1722 or 
Kathleen.Guarini@lcps.org if you are 
interested.

Wreaths Across America
December 14, 2019
Arlington Cemetery
Washington, D.C.

REMEMBER the fallen… HONOR those 
who serve… TEACH our children the 
value of freedom.

LCPS Transportation staff invites you to 
join us in a day of service to remember 
and honor our nation’s fallen veterans. If 
you are interested in joining us, please 
meet at the Reston Metro station by 6:15 
AM, we will board trains by 6:30 AM. 
(approx. cost one way is $7.50)

Please RSVP to the Training Office at 
571-252-1720 if you will be joining us.
Families are welcome!

Congratulations Greg Elrod

In June 2019, LCPS school bus Mechanic 
II, Greg Elrod competed against the best 
technicians from other school systems in 
Virginia at the Virginia Association of 
Pupil Transportation Conference.  The 
competition included a 50 question 
written exam and a shop section with 3 
different school buses.  Each bus had a 
defect that had to be discovered through 
a standard diagnostic process.  The 
contestants were scored on time and 
accuracy.  Greg achieved the 2nd highest 
overall score and went on the represent 
LCPS and all Virginia school bus 
technicians at the national competition 
in Texas.   This competition contained a 
written exam and 4 school bus repair 
stations.  Greg scored first place at the 
wheel end station and 3rd place overall.  

General Information

Employee Appreciation Week/Bus 
Safety Week-Crazy Hair Or Sock 
Day!

LCPS Transportation Night

Fun was had by all at the October 20th 
LCPS Transportation Night at Loudoun 
United.  Look at those happy bench 
warmers.    



General Information

A Life Was Saved Thanks To The Quick 
Actions Of Paulina Claros.
During an afternoon dismissal a student on Ms. 
Claros’ bus had gotten a cap from a water bottle 
stuck in their throat.  Ms. Claros performed the 
Heimlich maneuver without hesitation and 
dislodged the cap.
According to Assistant Principal, Nicole 
Hoopingarner, she “...acted immediately and 
professionally which definitely saved this child’s 
life.  We want to again thank her for her quick 
reactions and for handling a crisis situation in 
such a manner.”

The Great Bus Duo-Ahmet Dimirtas and 
Ferdinand Escano
Oftentimes when you are in the business of 
public service, you don’t always hear the 
positives that are occurring within your 
organization.  As a parent and a fellow educator, 
I want to take the time to praise a bright spot in 
my child’s and my daily routine.  My son, DJ, 
rides bus 979 which is driven by Ahmet Dimirtas 
and attended by a gentleman (whose name I 
shamefully do not know).  I think of them as the 
dynamic duo!  I am so grateful that DJ and all of 
the children on that bus have such considerate, 
compassionate individuals beginning and ending 
each of their school days.  As a parent of a child 
with special needs, especially one whose 
speaking ability is limited, it mean so much to 
have people who are truly invested in my child’s 
safety and overall well-being.  Each morning 
when I hand DJ over to begin his journey to 
school, I do so confident that he is in wonderful, 
caring hands and for that I am extremely grateful!  
These two gentlemen are definite assets within 
Loudoun County Public Schools.  I am honored 
that together they make sure that my son gets to 
and from school safely each day.  DJ’s Mom            

    

Commendation From A Parent-
The Neighborhood Loves 
Mr. Rick (Richard Swink)
I wanted to pass along a positive mention 
for our neighborhood’s bus driver Mr. Rick 
who drives Bus #595.  He is quite loved in 
our neighborhood for his professionalism 
and demeanor for both our children and 
how he interacts with the parents.  

On Wednesday this week there was a 
scheduling change that for some reason 
our daughter’s 1st grade teacher did not 
relay to her.  This caused much confusion 
and tears on her part prior to boarding the 
bus in the afternoon.  Rick handled the 
situation absolutely perfect with both 
calming my daughter as well as explaining 
the situation at the bus stop.  This is just 
one of many examples of why we in the 
neighborhood love having him as our 
children’s bus driver each day. 

Billie Jo James, You Really Impressed  
A Parent
Just wanted to pass on a thank you from a 
parent and a kudos for the driver Billie Jo 
James. He wrote a communication in a 
student bus incident report about a student 
at Emerick riding to Blue Ridge. We 
contacted his parent and conveyed that the 
bus driver had shared information about a 
fall the prior day while getting off the bus 
and wanted to follow up that parent was 
aware. Mom was so appreciative and 
wanted to pass on how impressed she was 
about the loop of communication. So thank 
you from the parent and from the health 
office at Emerick!  
Carol Rothacker, Resource Nurse at Emerick

 

 

Take A Minute To Smile

Transportation Scoop is published and approved 
by LCPS Division of Pupil Transportation.  Email 
us at trans@lcps.org with suggestions or 
comments.  Visit us at www.lcps.org/trans.  

Have a 
safe 
and happy 
holiday 
season! 


