
 

LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DIVISION OF PLANNING SERVICES 

21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, Virginia 20148 

Telephone: 571-252-1050 
Facsimile: 571-252-1101 
Email: lcpsplan@lcps.org 

 
 

March 9, 2021 
 
Saif Qargha, LAP Project Coordinator 
Arun Raj, Traffic Engineering 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
4975 Alliance Drive 
Fairfax, VA  22030 
 
RE:  LCPS SRTS Project 116709 

Countryside Elementary School - Crosswalk and Speed Limit (Reduction) Studies          
Resubmission 

 
Dear Mr. Qargha and Mr. Raj: 
 
We are pleased to resubmit our Crosswalk Study and Speed Limit (Reduction) Studies for the 
proposed SRTS Countryside Elementary School pedestrian improvement on Tripleseven Road in 
Sterling, Virginia.  Per your request, we have divided the study into two separate studies.   
 
At our meeting on December 28, 2020, VDOT offered helpful comments to LCPS and raised 
questions about how the community may perceive the proposed improvements.  In considering 
your guidance, LCPS determined it would be useful to conduct a survey of the community to 
obtain input on the project components.  Please note that the survey conducted was purely to get 
feedback from the community on the proposed improvements. The survey was not conducted to 
follow VDOT’s Traffic Calming process. We understand that there’s a similar requirement under 
VDOT’s Traffic Calming process which is typically initiated by residents of the community. Our 
project is a ‘Safe Routes to School’ project, which requires some level of community input and 
the survey is a component of that. 
 
In January 2021, LCPS conducted a survey of 366 households proximate to the proposed 
improvements.  Approximately a third of the households (122) responded.  Of these respondents 
the majority are in favor of the overall project (90%), the speed reduction (88%) and were split 
(51% to 46%) on high visibility vs. raised crosswalk.  Equally important were the additional 
comments and observations offered by the community.  These comments focused on the safety 
of the crossing and the speed of traffic.  A copy of the survey is included with this resubmission. 
 
LCPS feels strongly that the combination of the reduced speed and raised crosswalk will enhance 
the safety of the proposed pedestrian improvement.  We ask that VDOT approve this 
combination to allow the best possible pedestrian linkage.  The proposed improvement will serve 
elementary school students.  At the existing posted 35mph speed, a crossing guard would be 
required at the proposed crosswalk.  There is an ongoing shortage of crossing guards; it is 
expected that it will be difficult to post a crossing guard at this site.   



LCPS SRTS Project 116709 
Countryside Elementary School  
Crosswalk and Speed Reduction Studies Resubmission 
March 9, 2021 
 
 
 
As a Safe Routes to School project we have considered every possible aspect and, as you are 
aware, we have been analyzing this project for a very long time.  We ask for you help in making 
this a true safe route to school.  Thank you for your continued time and attention.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara Howard-O’Brien, AICP 
Land Management Supervisor 
 
Enclosures: 
 
1.  LCPS SRTS Graphic for Survey Area 
2.  LCPS SRTS Survey Summary dated February 12, 2021 
 
 
 
 
c:  Beverly I. Tate, LCPS Director Planning Division 
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Loudoun County Public Schools 

Safe Routes to School Survey: 

Proposed Pedestrian Improvements Along Tripleseven Road Associated with  

Countryside Elementary School 

 

 

The Loudoun County Public Schools Division of Planning Services surveyed residents of three 
communities in the vicinity of Countryside Elementary School in February 2021 to obtain 
feedback about several pedestrian improvements recommended for the Tripleseven Road Safe 
Routes to School (SRTS) Project. Paper surveys were mailed and links to the online survey 
provided to the Glen Heather Homeowners Association, the Calvert’s Glen Homeowners 
Association and a small portion of Countryside Proprietary.  
 
PROFILE OF RESPONDENTS 

A total of 122 households responded to the survey (Table 1). Almost two-thirds (63%) of the 
respondents lived in the Glen Heather community. Thirty-one percent were members of the 
Calvert’s Glen Homeowner’s Association and 6% of the surveys were submitted by residents of 
the Countryside Proprietary Homeowner’s Association. The low number of participants from the 
Countryside Proprietary precludes the calculation of their responses as percentages. However, 
they will be included in the overall responses for each question. 
Overall, the respondents represented one-third of the households who received a survey.  
Table 1. Number of responses from each homeowners association 

  
Count of 

Respondents 
Percent of 

Respondents 

Total 
Household 
Population 

Response 
Rate 

Glen Heather 77 63% 248 31% 
Calvert’s Glen 38 31% 86 44% 
Countryside Proprietary 7 6% 32 22% 
Total 122 100% 366 33% 

 
SPEED REDUCTION PROPOSAL 

The Safe Routes to School proposal includes a change in the speed zone for the portion of 
Tripleseven Road that includes the recommended crosswalk (Figure 1). About 88% of 
respondents were in favor of the recommended speed reduction from 35mph to 25mph (Table 
2). The level of support was similar among the residents of the Glen Heather and Calvert’s Glen 
communities.  
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Figure 1. Map of Proposed Speed Zone Change 

 
 
Table 2. Do you support a speed reduction from 35mph to 25mph on a portion of 
Tripleseven Road (300 feet south of the existing 25mph) to include the proposed 
crosswalk?  

 Yes No 
  Percent Count Percent Count 

Glen Heather 88.2% 67 11.8% 9 
Calvert's Glen 89.2% 33 10.8% 4 
Overall 87.5% 105 12.5% 15 
     

 
Comments regarding the proposed change in the speed zone expressed concern about cars 
driven at higher rates of speed than the current limit (Table 3). Five of the respondents noted 
that no change in speed limit is necessary.  
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Table 3. If you are NOT in support of a speed reduction, in a few words, 
please state why: 
 
Glen Heather 
Definitely support.  Drivers speed constantly and if kids are walking to school 
this is required. 
If nothing has happened in all these years why now?  Most if not all residents 
are quite responsible. 
I don't think the crosswalks are safe for children unless you plan to staff them 
with crossing guards. 
You can reduce the speed but drivers coming up the hill on Environs, at the 
blind curve, will increase speed to get thru the area. 
This hidden portion of Trippleseven gives drivers the incentive to not follow 
speed reductions such as the current one of 35mph.  Surely, a reduction of 
25mph will be broken by young drivers.  We see this often.  We are talking 
about protecting our children by reducing the speed limit and in this area, it will 
not work. 
I am in support of reducing the speed, but NOT in support of the crosswalk 
and using the unsafe path to the school.  Please see the existing emails from 
[name and email address redacted]. 
35mph is slow enough 
We feel cars already go 30 mph on this road 
I am not in support of THIS proposed zone.  After living here for more than 30 
yr.  I believe that the speed reduction zone should start BEFORE Glade (going 
towards heather glen rd) since the proposed sidewalk is from Glade and will 
keep all much safer 
The current speed limit & signs in place are adequate 
  
Calvert’s Glen 
Environs does not include Calvert Glen.  Environs Begins after Glade.  Calvert 
Glen includes Regina and Markwood Dr.  Additional crosswalks are needed.  
Crosswalk is very necessary at Regina across Triple 7.  Students often walk 
down Crowmwell to school.  Those on Terri Drive have too far to go for 1st 
walk walk you are proposing! Way too far to get to crosswalk. 
It is not necessary.  35 mph is slow enough. 
Will let the people who live in that area decide 
People speed terribly on Tripleseven 
  

Countryside Proprietary 

Unnecessary to have a full-time reduction 
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CROSSWALK PROPOSAL 

Respondents were asked whether they were in favor of a Raised Crosswalk (Speed Hump) 
(Figure 2), a High Visibility Crosswalk (Figure 3), and No Crosswalk, with an option to select 
more than one option. About half (51.3%) of the residents selected the High Visibility Crosswalk 
and 46.2% selected Raised Crosswalk. (Table 4). 
Figure 2. Raised Crosswalk (Speed Hump) 

 
 
Figure 3. High Visibility Crosswalk 

 
 



Research Office 
Loudoun County Public Schools 5 February 12, 2021 

Table 4. For the proposed SRTS crosswalk across Tripleseven Road, north of Heather 
Glen Road, which type of crosswalk would you prefer? 

 
Raised Crosswalk 

(Speed Hump)   
High Visibility 

Crosswalk   None 

 Percent Count  Percent Count  Percent Count 
Glen Heather 50.0% 38  46.1% 35  6.6% 5 
Calvert's Glen 44.4% 16   55.6% 20   2.8% 1 
Overall 46.2% 55  51.3% 61  5.0% 6 
 
         

 
Most of the residents who did not support a crosswalk wrote that the location is not safe for 
children to cross Tripleseven Road (Table 5). Some respondents suggested other locations for 
a crosswalk. 

Table 5. If you do NOT support a crosswalk, in a few words, please state why: 
  
Glen Heather 

Also required to control traffic.  Drivers to not respect crosswalks.  There is a blind curve 
on 777.  Cars speed and could hit kids.  Why does someone have to be injured to see 
this is not a good idea. 
Not safe for the children. 
Without the presence of flashing lights, there may not be enough adequate light for a 
driver to be aware of pedestrians crossing in the early morning or in other low light 
conditions such as fog which is common in this location. 
A raised crosswalk outside of school days would only be an annoyance to residence 
driving in the area. A high visibility crosswalk would be the better of the two.   
That’s a terrible place for children to cross that road 
Again, having the children cross at the Heather Glen area would result in injury or death 
of a child.  See emails from [Name and email address redacted] 
It is NOT safe for children to cross that road,  due to the MANY cars that speed along 
that road, and the "blind curve" on Environs.    
Please also consider moving the crosswalk closer to the trail so people coming from 
Environs wouldn't need to double back to cross. 
I live next to the area and do not feel it is needed. 
Either 
Speed hump will help reduce speed of vehicles down Environs.  Currently, speeding is a 
factor. 
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Calvert’s Glen 
Additional crosswalk at Calvert Glen entrance 
Need a crosswalk at Regina/Tripleseven, especially where the speed limit is higher and 
there are more cars. 

 

TRAIL USE 

Overall, 79.8% of respondents indicated that they use the trail between Tripleseven Road and 
Countryside Boulevard. Trail use was higher among Glen Heather residents (82.9%) than 
Calvert’s Glen residents (69.4%). 
Table 6. Do you currently use the trail between Tripleseven Road and Countryside 
Boulevard? 

 Yes No 
  Percent Count Percent Count 

 Yes    
Glen Heather 82.9% 63 17.1% 13 
Calvert's Glen 69.4% 25 30.6% 11 
Overall 79.8% 95 20.2% 24 

 

Survey participants who did not use the trail reported that the trail was not safe or they did not 
need to use it. 
 

Table 7. If you do not use the trail, please state why: 
  
Glen Heather 
No need to at this time. 
But it is very dangerous.  Cars park at the entrance, trash is dumped there, it is very dark 
path and is not flat.  Needs to be fixed. 
For walks 
On occasion.  The trail is dark, very wooded and plain scary to walk through with no 
people visible.  Dangerous. 
Not going through woods 
It’s scary. Poison ivy, poor visibility, broken glass,  
It is not convenient or safe to access  
That trail goes behind some "sketchy" neighborhoods, and in the woods.  I do not feel 
safe there.   
we only used the trail a couple times, not something we do regularly.  
Do not need to 
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We usually don't walk that far from our house on regular walks. 
No reason to use it. 
It is a narrow and not well maintained trail. 
Just moved here haven’t gotten a chance to use it.  
  
Calvert's Glen 
No need to. 
Don't walk in that direction 
Not near the area 
It is not safe for walking or security 
No need to 
Elderly so do not walk in that area 
But I do not support this as a safe route to school for my child 
Daylight only; concerns with dark. 
It's narrow and dark especially when there are leaves  
If this is the trail that goes behind the town houses and past the tennis courts I have no 
reason to use that trail. Are use the sidewalks. 
We walk on this as a family, but there is no way we would allow our child to walk this path 
alone. Too many opportunities for someone to harm a child. Absolutely not! 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE PROJECT 

In general, the Safe Routes to School project has a high level of support from the residents 
(Table 5). Almost all (97%) of the respondents from Calvert’s Glen community and 87% of Glen 
Heather residents replied that they generally supported the Safe Routes to School Project. 
Table 8. Are you in general support of this proposed SRTS project? 

 Yes No  
  Percent Count Percent Count  

Glen Heather 86.8% 66 13.2% 10  
Calvert's Glen 97.2% 35 2.2% 1  
Overall 89.9% 107 10.1% 12   

 
Comments from survey participants who did not support the project focused on concerns about 
the safety of children crossing Tripleseven Road as well as the desire to retain school bus 
service in the communities (Table 9). 
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Table 9. If you are NOT in support, in a few words, please state why: 
Glen Heather 

I support the improvements being proposed.  However, I do not support 
eliminating the bus route.  To require children to walk from cul de sacs in the 
neighborhood is not acceptable. 
Not high traffic and will damage vehicles suspension calibration and other 
mechanical issues that speed bumps cause. 
But maybe not if it replaces bus service.  Only supportive if bus service 
remains to our Glen Heather neighborhood. 
Others have shared busing students from the Environs HOA region would be 
eliminated entirely if this project were approved. I would be in support of the 
project if busing were to remain . 

I am fearful of children using this path with one side next to the woods.  

I am in support of this project for adults with children walking, biking, running, 
etc.  However, not for children walking to school. The area where Tripleseven 
and Heather Glen Road come together is a DEATH TRAP.  Drivers do not 
respect that blind corner.  Something drastic should be done in that area.  
Children should not cross Heather Glen Road near Tripleseven, it is a very 
dangerous spot. 
It does not seem safe for elementary school age children as proposed. 
For those who don’t live right at the entrance of the community it is way too far 
for children, especially small children to have to walk to school.  
Please see existing emails from [name and email address redacted] 
I support all the sidewalks/paths going in for general community use -- that has 
been needed for a LONG time.  But I do NOT support our children walking to 
school via this route.   
  
Calvert’s Glen 
I am not comfortable with my children walking through wooded area to school.  
Triple 7 Cromwell from Regina is safe, open area, directly to the school 
But please see additional comments below. 
need a crosswalk at 777 & Regina 
Trail through woods may not be safe for children, especially when it is dark or 
in bad weather. 
If you can assure the children's safety 
Need a crosswalk Regina and Tripleseven. Why was that not proposed? 
There is more traffic there versus at the proposed crosswalk location. 
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Countryside Proprietary 

New path in the back of the school is unnecessary and barely supports any of 
the designated walk area. 

 
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Respondents were given the opportunity to add other comments about the Safe Routes to 
School project.  About half of the 32 comments from Heather Glen residents were positive. The 
Heather Glen respondents suggested additional improvements to sidewalks and pathways. 
Concerns focused on the safety of the crosswalk proposed, as well as the trail. Four of the 
comments asked for bus service to continue from their neighborhood. 
Nine of the 14 comments from Calvert’s Glen community members requested that a crosswalk 
be installed at the intersection of Tripleseven Road and Regina Drive.  



Research Office 
Loudoun County Public Schools 10 February 12, 2021 

Table 10. Please provide any additional comments you may have about the Safe 
Routes to School project. 
Glen Heather 
We've been waiting a long time for the sidewalk.  Thank you!  And reducing the speed 
limit is always a great idea on such a busy road. 
These improvements are nice.  However, they do not make a safe route to school for 
children.  The removal of the bus would force parents to drop children by car, 
increasing traffic on the roads.  Keep the bus. 
It is best to continue the sidewalk from Environs to Cromwell as we take that trail to 
school too. 
This area is safe and we have not encountered any issues of safety regardless of 
speed.  Signs could help but it is everyone's responsibility to be aware of surroundings.  
I have lived in this area since 1998. 
If the idea is to promote walking to and from school then connecting the pathway all the 
way to Cromwell would seem practical and logical.  Maybe further for some, but with 
younger children, some parents might feel safer in a more open area. 
Thank you to the personnel who took the time to initiate, submit, analyze and support 
this safety issue.  It is long overdue.  I would never let my children walk or bike this 
section of road as it is too dangerous. 
I don't think it is safe for the children to use the trail to walk to school.  The crosswalks 
are not safe unless you plan to staff them. 
Improvements sound good.  But do not cancel bus route to Countryside ES from Glen 
Heather. 
I encourage the proposed trail connection from the existing countryside proprietary trail 
between tripleseven rd and countryside blvd and adding sidewalks that currently dont 
exist along Tripleseven. However, more research is suggested to review the 
tripleseven crossing as it may appear as a safe option to cross when fog and other 
environmental conditions may pose hazards not addressed in the scope of the SRTS 
project. 
I think this would be okay, if the trail was supervised by adults during the times children 
would be walking to and from school. 
There should be adequate and safe sidewalks along Tripleseven without any gaps.  
There should be improved sidewalks on Heather Glen Road towards Tripleseven 
without having to cross Heather Glen at the blind spot near Tripleseven.  Drivers do not 
respect the reduced speed of 35mph, so lowering it will be redundant.  We are talking 
about children walking to school, this worries me.  The project is adequate for adults  
or adults with their children. 
Extend walkway along triple seven from heather glen rd to Cromwell.  
Please contact me for more information. I am a Countryside parent, former LCPS 
teacher, and current Countryside substitute teacher.  I urge you NOT to make our 
children use this unsafe route to school. 
I do not think it is in the best interest of our children to take away the bus option.  
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We are in favor of this project, but it does not appear Heather Glenn or Calvert's Glenn 
are actually included in the new Walk Zone, so will our students still be taking the bus? 
 
We also think the improvements should include connecting Cromwell to the new trail 
on the west side of Tripleseven. Glade->777->Cromwell is common path for people to 
walk when going to Countryside Elementary. 
I am happy that these improvements will finally be made to the community.  It will be 
much safer for pedestrians. 
Great idea.  Wish it was completed sooner.  Better late than never. 
Maybe flashing lights during school hours 
I do not allow my children on the path.  In the years living near the trail I have found 
stolen items, drugs, alcohol.  It is not safe for children.  Also a drunk driver hit my 
parked vehicle right where you are proposing a crosswalk. 
The current lack of a sidewalk along the proposed portion of 777 is a hazard to both 
pedestrians and vehicle drivers 
I would suggest a flashing "school crossing" light in conjunction with the High Visibility 
Crosswalk.  It could be solar powered with a timer. 
Sidewalk needs to extend to Cromwell.  To many people walking on 777. 
I am in support of students walking to school from Heather Glen.  However, there will 
need to be other improvements as well.  Sidewalk connectivity to the crosswalk being 
the first.  In addition, I have doubts that students living closer to Cromwell will walk all 
the way to the trail in order to cross.  We are going to find kids crossing anywhere 
between Cromwell and the trail searching for the shortest route. 
The path between Triple Seven Road and Countryside Blvd is frequently overgrown 
with the brush that grows along the side.  It should be better maintained to prevent 
poison ivy exposure.  
Certainly encourage efforts to keep children and pedestrians safe & slow the traffic 
coming into our subdivision. 
I would also recommend considering extending the pathway and a sidewalk form the  
Environs/Triple-Seven to Cromwell Road. 
Seems overdue.  I do not believe a raised crosswalk is needed with a reduction in the 
speed limit to 25 mph.   
In full support.   
The reduction of speed near these crosswalks are a must to keep all the children safe.  
if more speed bumps are needed then they should be installed as well as moving the 
35>25 speed reduction zone expanded.  
Not having a continuous sidewalk on Tripleseven has been a danger since we moved 
here almost 14 years ago so it would be very nice to have the sidewalk put in.  
However, it's not clear to us if we would still be bus riders under the new proposal.  If 
we still have bus service, with the option to safely walk to school if we choose, then we 
are in favor of these improvements. 
Please don't change the speed limit 
We have a child starting school this Fall and are very encouraged to see this SRTS 
initiative.  A sidewalk and crosswalk for the children of Glen Heather and Calverts Glen 
has been needed for a long time.  Thank you. 
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Calvert's Glen 
Common sense.  Let's do what is right for the children. 
We use this trail almost daily.  Thank you for making it safe and user friendly. 
We support only if there is no lowering of the speed limit and NO raised crosswalk. 
We need a crosswalk at Regina Drive & 777.  No one uses the one to the church and it 
does not connect to Regina Drive.  You are endangering lives by not having a 
crosswalk at Reginal Dr. 
A crosswalk is needed at 777 & Regina over the proposed area.  There is a lot more 
car traffic traveling at a higher rate of speed. 
Need a crosswalk at 777 & Regina.  This would serve the Calvert's Glen community.  
There is more traffic at this location. 
Make an alternative trail to Cromwell.  Don't use existing trail.  Also add back the 
former crosswalk at Regina and 777 for Calver's Glen students. 
A crosswalk at Regina & 777 would be optimal for our child.  Radar and speed signs! 
As noted earlier, there are safety issues with the path through the woods. Will this truly 
be a "Safe Route to School"? 
We used to have a crosswalk at the intersection of triple seven and Regina and that 
was removed when the road was paved. We need to have that crosswalk reinstated 
with this project if possible. 
 
That is the only intersection in the Calvert Glenn development that crosses over #777. 
Residents who live on that end of the development will cross there to get to the 
elementary school. With the projected development crossing will be more challenging 
where a legal crosswalk would be beneficial to the safety of Calvert Glenn’s residents. 
Thank You. 
Calvert’s Glen children would benefit from a crosswalk across Tripleseven at Regina 
and more police presence on Tripleseven. People coming out of Heather Glen speed 
like there is no tomorrow. It’s very unsafe.  
Need to add a crosswalk at Regina/Tripleseven. There are more cars at that location, 
travelling at a high rate of speed, vice at the Tripleseven/Environs/Heather Glen/Glade 
location. Many cars use Tripleseven to get to Cromwell and Countryside Blvd. There 
isn’t as much traffic near Glade/Heather Glen. 
More sidewalks on both sides of the street 
I would like to see a crosswalk put it at Regina and 777 as well. But appreciate the 
effort to add a crosswalk across 777 for school children.  
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