
From: LCPS-PLN-PLANNING
To: Sara Howard-O"Brien; Donna Torraca
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Countryside crosswalk SRTS plan
Date: Monday, February 24, 2020 7:32:31 AM

Sent: Saturday, February 22, 2020 10:15 AM
To: LCPS-PLN-PLANNING <LCPSPLAN@lcps.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Countryside crosswalk SRTS plan

Hello,

I'm writing to see if there could be an additional sidewalk added to the Countryside elementary SRTS 
plan that is currently in planning.   I was unable to attend the meeting in January to voice my 
comments.  

I live in Calvert's Glen and we have a sidewalk ramp that extends from our curb at Regina Drive and 
leads across Triple 7 road, which also has a sidewalk ramp.  This is a path that my family takes when 
we walk across Triple 7, which can take us to Countryside elementary school and to the 
surrounding shops and restaurants.    My concern is that there is no "Zebra Crossing Markings" at 
this spot, which is present at the Calgary Church Pedestrian crosswalk just a few meters away ( but 
with no direct pedestrian access to from Regina Dr).   

I was hoping to have a crosswalk markings and a pedestrian sign added to the SRTS plan that is 
currently in process for Countryside Elementary, to include our Calvert's Glen's safe crossing to 
Countryside and the surrounding areas.  
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

LCPS-PLN-PLANNING

Kevin Lewis; Atoosa Reaser
RE: [EXTERNAL] Safe Routes: Countryside ES 
Friday, October 02, 2020 6:21:20 PM

We believe we are saying the same thing, specific to the speed limit along Tripleseven Road.  The 
speed limit changes from 35mph to 25mph proximate to the Heather Glen Drive intersection.  The 
concept is to extend that reduced speed limit further south, with corresponding signage.  Increasing 
the boundary of the 25mph section will aid in providing a safer pedestrian environment, along with a 
combination of proposed measures which include placing the crosswalk in the 25mph speed limit, 
speed limit and pedestrian crossing signage, incorporating a raised crosswalk, and providing a 
system of ADA compliant sidewalks.  All measures will be in accordance with VDOT requirements.

We recognize that the speed is not consistently followed, which is an unfortunate truth for many of 
our roads and local streets; however, this project will improve the pedestrian traffic especially when 
the infrastructure initially never existed.

Regarding the blind curve north of the crosswalk, perhaps our response wording “the blind curve . . . 
is out of the project limits and has no adverse impact on the project” could have been better stated. 
The crosswalk placement is spaced at a distance away from this curve to provide adequate sight 
distance based on road speed and therefore should not have an adverse impact.  The sight distance 
is based on the higher speed of 35mph, not the proposed 25mph posting.

Your comments and suggestion regarding the school hours is well taken.  We will walk the 
neighborhood this winter.

Specific to the Heather Glen Road intersection and pedestrians entering/in the crosswalk, we may 
have misunderstood your concern. We were addressing cars traveling northbound on Tripleseven 
Road making a right onto Heather Glen Road, in relation to the Tripleseven crosswalk.  Your 
additional comments suggest you are speaking to the crosswalk planned across Heather Glen Road, 
for pedestrians crossing from the south side to the north side of Heather Glen Road.  As noted 
above, a system of ADA compliant sidewalks and crosswalks will be provided as a part of the project. 
The crosswalk across Heather Glen Road and the sidewalk improvements will allow visibility for 
pedestrians and drivers. 

Again, we appreciate your concerns and comments.  There will be additional opportunity for public 
input as the project process continues.  A letter will be mailed to residents identifying the future 
meeting date (still to be determined) and the means by which comments will be received. 

Kindly,
Bev Tate
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

LCPS-PLN-PLANNING

Kevin Lewis; Nancy Kramer; Atoosa Reaser 
RE: [EXTERNAL] Safe Routes: Countryside ES 
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 4:37:38 PM

Thank you for the additional and clarifying comments; I promise we will provide a response by 
week’s end.

Please know that yesterday’s reply was not in any way intended to offend you and for that I 
apologize - the response to the noted school time was simply an acknowledgement of Countryside 
Elementary’s school hours.

Specific to your September 27 email, I should have also shared with you a link to School Board Policy 
6210, Student Transportation.  We do not know if this SRTS project will involve any walk zone 
revisions for Countrsydie Elementary at project completion (estimates currently have construction in 
spring/summer 2022).  Nonetheless, for your familiarity, LCPS Transportation Services has school 
walk zone information posted on their webpage.

Again, my sincere apologies if our September 29 response came across as uncaring of your 
concerns.  We truly appreciate the involvement and feedback of students, parents, staff, and the 
greater community.

Kindly,
Bev Tate

Loudoun County Public Schools
Division of Planning Services
21000 Education Court, #210P
Ashburn, Virginia 20148
lcpsplan@lcps.org
571.252.1050

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 12:24 PM
To: LCPS-PLN-PLANNING <LCPSPLAN@lcps.org>
Cc: Kevin Lewis <Kevin.Lewis@lcps.org>; Nancy Kramer <Nancy.Kramer@lcps.org>; Atoosa Reaser 
<Atoosa.Reaser@lcps.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Safe Routes: Countryside ES

Dear Ms. Tate,

Thank you for your thorough and timely response.
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Loudoun County Public Schools
Division of Planning Services
21000 Education Court, #210P
Ashburn, Virginia 20148
lcpsplan@lcps.org
571.252.1050

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 12:24 PM
To: LCPS-PLN-PLANNING <LCPSPLAN@lcps.org>
Cc: Kevin Lewis <Kevin.Lewis@lcps.org>; Nancy Kramer <Nancy.Kramer@lcps.org>; Atoosa Reaser 
<Atoosa.Reaser@lcps.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Safe Routes: Countryside ES

Dear Ms. Tate,

Thank you for your thorough and timely response.

 I still have a few concerns.  I will take them point-by-point, as it helps me organize my thoughts.
• Reduction in speed limit from 35 mph to 25 mph to a point south of Heather Glen Road
and the proposed crosswalk.

 The current speed limit at this point is 25 miles per hour. It is 35 along Tripleseven up to
Heather Glen Road.  The speed limit is not consistently obeyed. Additionally, the speed limit going
from Tripleseven to Environs is not as much of a concern as the drivers coming from Environs to
Tripleseven, so a perceived change of the speed limit will not help the problem.
• The crosswalk is proposed as a raised crosswalk with signage which will act as a traffic
calming measure, reducing the speed of traffic and providing a safe crossing.

 I would hope this would help, but it depends on how raised the crosswalk would be. If it is
simply a hump, it may not be as effective or safe for our children as a bump.
• The proposed crosswalk location meets sight distance requirements established by VDOT
for 35 mph, which is 250 feet.  As noted above, we are requesting the speed be reduced to 25
mph.

 Discussed above
• The blind curve where Tripleseven Road changes to Environs Road is outside the project
limits and has no adverse impacts to the proposed project.

 Actually, this does not make sense.  This blind curve is of utmost importance. This is where
our children can be hit. Cars coming around this curve should be considered within the project.
• The Loudoun County Sherriff’s Office will be included in the decision process as to
whether a crossing guard is warranted at the future crosswalk.

 We may need this.
• Countryside Elementary School starts at 7:50 a.m. and dismisses at 2:35 p.m. during
daylight hours.

 As a parent and a TEACHER, I am most offended by this comment.  It shows lack of
understanding all around.  Our house is a half mile from the school, and closer than many of the
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homes within the Glen Heather neighborhood.  To be IN THE CLASSROOM by 7:50, the children will
have to leave the house no later than 7:30 or 7:35. Children do not walk a straight line.  In winter, it is
NOT light during these                     mornings.  You are welcome to come to our neighborhood at 7:30
am in December or January to see how dark it is. There are no lights to cross Tripleseven/Environs
into the wooded area.
• The condition of the Countryside Proprietary trail will be evaluated as a part of the
project.  If there are portions of the trail that are deemed to be unsafe, those locations will be
addressed.

 This is good information.
• The blindspot turning onto Heather Glen Road from Tripleseven Road has no adverse
impacts to the proposed improvements. Pedestrians entering, or that are within the crosswalk,
have full visibility from cars turning onto Heather Glen Road  from Tripleseven Road.  The
crosswalk is north of the intersection.
This is simply untrue.  First of all, the sidewalk is on the opposite side of the road from the proposed

crosswalk, so all children coming from Heather Glen, Primavera, Drew, Country, and most likely
Winter Frost will need to use the sidewalk on the opposite side of the road from the proposed
crosswalk.  They will need to cross Heather Glen at the intersection of Tripleseven/Environs.  It is
difficult to see around that particular curve.  Cars drive quickly up Tripleseven and turn onto Heather
Glen without so much as a pause, as if they do not expect pedestrians.  My children are not allowed
to cross that section of the road without parent supervision.  It is too dangerous.
• LCPS has received the cooperation of the Countryside Proprietary Board to allow a public
access easement to be placed over the Countryside Proprietary trail.

 This is quite generous of Countryside HOA

On Tue, Sep 29, 2020 at 5:14 PM LCPS-PLN-PLANNING <LCPSPLAN@lcps.org> wrote:

Thank you for the email on the proposed Safe Routes to School (SRTS) improvements along 
Tripleseven Road and the trail connection to Countryside Elementary School.

Mrs. Kramer forwarded your email to Planning Services as it is this office, with Transportation 
Services staff, who facilitate the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) projects for Loudoun County Public 
Schools (LCPS).  We are providing a direct link to the SRTS webpage which also shares our contact 
information, should you have additional questions. 
As you noted in your email, LCPS Planning Services staff recently reached out to the Glen 
Heather/Environs HOA to provide an update on the status of the project.  We are providing a link 
to a September 17, 2020 letter sent by Ms. Sara Howard-O’Brien, Land Management Supervisor. 
We have submitted preliminary engineering plans (30% plans) to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) for review.  You have observed LCPS consultants working in the field to 
conduct supplemental survey information and a wetlands review as part of the preliminary 
engineering design.   
The proposed project includes measures to address concerns identified by the community:
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• Reduction in speed limit from 35 mph to 25 mph to a point south of Heather Glen Road
and the proposed crosswalk.
• The crosswalk is proposed as a raised crosswalk with signage which will act as a traffic
calming measure, reducing the speed of traffic and providing a safe crossing.
• The proposed crosswalk location meets sight distance requirements established by VDOT
for 35 mph, which is 250 feet.  As noted above, we are requesting the speed be reduced to 25
mph.
• The blind curve where Tripleseven Road changes to Environs Road is outside the project
limits and has no adverse impacts to the proposed project.
• The Loudoun County Sherriff’s Office will be included in the decision process as to
whether a crossing guard is warranted at the future crosswalk.
• Countryside Elementary School starts at 7:50 a.m. and dismisses at 2:35 p.m. during
daylight hours.
• The condition of the Countryside Proprietary trail will be evaluated as a part of the
project.  If there are portions of the trail that are deemed to be unsafe, those locations will be
addressed.
• The blindspot turning onto Heather Glen Road from Tripleseven Road has no adverse
impacts to the proposed improvements. Pedestrians entering, or that are within the crosswalk,
have full visibility from cars turning onto Heather Glen Road  from Tripleseven Road.  The
crosswalk is north of the intersection.
• LCPS has received the cooperation of the Countryside Proprietary Board to allow a public
access easement to be placed over the Countryside Proprietary trail.
The proposed route was determined a better option following LCPS review of alternate routes to
the elementary school and due to existing terrain, stormwater drainage, location of power poles,
and available public right-of-way.    LCPS is currently in the process of getting back to the
community and sharing the proposed plan.  The SRTS review process is detailed and time-
consuming.  Our consultants must undertake work in the field in order to evaluate the
improvements.  We will continue to post information on Planning Services’ dedicated SRTS
webpage and will be sending a letter to the broader community in the near future.
The public comments that were identified from the January community meeting have been and
continue to be taken into account.  Feedback from the community is a vital part of this process
and comments such as yours are appreciated.   We look forward to a continued discussion and
thank you for your interest.
Should you have further questions or comments, do not hesitate to reach out to this office at
lcpsplan@lcps.org or 571.252.1050.
Kindly,
Beverly Tate, Director
Sara Howard-O’Brien, Land Management Supervisor

Loudoun County Public Schools
Division of Planning Services
21000 Education Court, #210P
Ashburn, Virginia 20148
lcpsplan@lcps.org
571.252.1050
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From: 
Sent: Sunday, September 27, 2020, 3:11 PM
To: Nancy Kramer
Cc: Atoosa Reaser
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Safe Routes: Countryside ES

Hello Ms. Kramer,

I am  Countryside ES parent, former LCPS teacher, and current Countryside ES substitute.  I was at 
the meeting in January when we discussed the Safe to School plans.

There were many issues that were discussed during this meeting. The following were taken 
directly from the website (https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/27213/-
CommunityInfoMtg_Questions_Jan272020_CountrysideSRTS.pdf:)

Issues Raised by Community for proposed improvement: 
• Cars traveling above the speed limit; near misses between pedestrians and cars
• Crosswalk location unsafe due to sight distance

• Blind curve where Tripleseven changes to Environs Road
• Use of Countryside trail through wooded area is unsafe due to lack of lighting
• Countryside trail is uneven and in need of repair
• Blindspot onto Heather Glen from Tripleseven (cars parking on south side with turning vehicles
swinging wide to complete turn)
• Lack of Crossing Guard

An additional concern that was not documented but shared was the fact that we, in Glen
Heather/Environs, are not part of the Countryside HOA, and therefore, do not legally have access
to the path, since it is the private property of the Countryside HOA.

It is further stated on the website:

Next Steps:
LCPS will revisit the options and suggestions from the community and provide a layout of what the
(conceptual) project would look like utilizing either side of the road, including cost estimates.
Additional discussions will be required with VDOT. LCPS will follow-up with the community when
the options have been analyzed. 

To my knowledge, we as "the community" have not been given an updated plan or even notified
that the plan is going ahead.  However, I know the plan is going ahead because I encountered  a
surveyor this spring and have noticed the wooded area that separates the school from the
Countryside HOA path has been marked two separate times and had some brush cleared out. 
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Additionally, since I have asked Ms.Reaser for the contact information (not being previously 
notified of changes or decisions), I have been able to see that a letter was just sent to our HOA 
president noting that work has been ongoing for the proposed project, while still not addressing 
our concerns.

With this email, I would like to stress that our concerns must be addressed and not brushed aside. 
As an employee of LCPS, I know that the bus routes and bus driver situation is difficult, but I will 
not allow you to put our children's lives in jeopardy because the school system is understaffed. 
We parents were adamant about the danger at this particular crossing and how my now-11-year-
old and I were nearly plowed down by the Kindergarten bus when he was a newborn due to that 
blind curve right where you want our children to cross.  What will end up happening is either 
parents will resort to driving their kids to school, further clogging up a carpool line that can extend 
to Countryside Boulevard in the mornings or worse still, a child will be injured or killed by a car 
speeding along that road.  Additionally, as the path is in an unlit wooded area and the path has a 
substantial grade to the left, there can be injuries or other issues while the children are headed to 
school on a dark winter morning.

Please take my concerns seriously and do not brush them under the rug as I feel they have been. 
These are our children's lives at risk.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.





During this time period and until early 2001, I resided at 249 Markwood Drive. My previous husband 
passed away & I moved from the community for a period of about 5 years. However, I did come back to 
visit and on one of those visits I observed work being done on the handicap ramp. I could not believe 
what I was seeing and I later discovered that during the renovation this ramp had been placed "in the 
wrong direction" - the lowered area where wheelchairs come off had been misdirected to crossing the 
roadway where there is NO pathway to crossover to. In other words, whoever did this work did not do 
the job correctly. I DID point this out to someone in Calvert's Glen who indicated they would bring this 
to the attention of the HOA, but it became apparent that no follow up was ever done to get this awful 
mistake corrected. Since I no longer resided there during this period, I didn't feel obligated to get any 
further involved. (It is my understanding that the current HOA Board of Calvert's Glen is undertaking 
discussions with the Algonkian Supervisor, Juli Briskman, to get this crosswalk reinstalled.) 

However, a few years later I remarried, and as a result currently reside in the very house the LaRock 
family called home, 111 Copper Court in Calvert's Glen where the eldest LaRock child stopped by 
recently to say "hello". Therefore, since there are going to be a LOT of changes forthcoming to our area, 
I decided I must submit this information about the history of the "missing" pedestrian crosswalk so the 
School Board can also be apprised of the situation while you are making numerous changes to safely 
accommodate children who will be required to walk to school in lieu of being bussed, as well as we 
pedestrians who rely on this crossing to enter Countryside. 

It will become IMPERA TlVE for the children going to school as well as for a safer crossing at 
Tripleseven & Regina for the residents who live here, to have this crosswalk restored along with the 
proper signage. It is predicted that approximately 400-600 additional cars per day (and that is a low 
estimate) will be using heavily traveled Tripleseven Road when the new Sterling Meadow development 
takes place at the current Regal Cinema location. Thus, it becomes critical for this crosswalk to be 
reinstalled. There are other residents currently residing in Calvert's Glen who remember vividly that this 
crosswalk WAS there and for an unknown reason, probably by repaving people, it was arbitrarily 
removed. 

I look forward to this re-installation in the near future and please PRIOR to construction beginning at the 
site. 

 



Dear Ms Howard-O'Brien 

Just an extra note regarding my lifetime of public community service. 

While I resided in Fairfax County, I was appointed by the Springfield, Virginia Representative 
on the Board of Supervisors to serve on the Planning and Land Use System (commonly known 
as the PLUS program) representing my district. 

I wanted to apprise you of this to help you understand that I am not a novice to transportation 
issues and have been involved in them many times in communities I have resided in. I am happy 
to provide proof ofmy involvement in the PLUS program in Fairfax where I served for about 
five years on the transportation committee. This is one of the reasons I am still so vitally 
interested in anything to do with transportation issues but now as a "private" citizen and to be of 
assistance where I can. 

By the way, I have also met with the developers of Sterling Meadow at the Regal site where we 
discussed the re-striping of Cromwell Road to three (3) lanes instead of the existing two (2) 
where it intersects with Tripleseven Road. Also included was the Palisades and Tripleseven Road 
area where it will become four ( 4) lanes instead of the existing three (3 ), thus helping to keep the 
traffic moving more safely. The commitment for both these areas has been agreed to in writing 
by the Developers as a condition of building Sterling Meadow. 

Hope this helps you better understand who I am and why I still get involved in matters in my 
community. 

Sincerely, 



Sara Howard-O'Brien, AICP 
Land Management Supervisor 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
Division of Planning Services 
21000 Education Court 

Ashburn, Virginia 20148 

To Whom It May Concern: 

February 26, 2021 

Enclosed are our remarks concerning the map with respect to Countryside Elementary School's proposed 
traffic safety. Although we are tardy in providing our remarks due to circumstances beyond our control, 
we sincerely hope you will consider and implement the corrections/additions we have noted. We hereby 
submit the following: 

1. The area marked in GREEN showing the Tripleseven Pathway(Trail) is incorrect. This trail extends
ALL the way down Tripleseven Road BEGINNING at Cromwell Road and continues and includes 
WESTWICK COURT and beyond. Your map shows this trail ENDING at Westwick Court and not 
continuing northward to Cromwell. This trail as we have so noted has been there since 1996 when it 
was agreed by Regal Cinemas to provide the amount of $25,000.00 as a condition for them to build
their Cinema where it currently exists .. There should be documentation in the archives showing this 
agreement. Connie (then Krantz) Jenkins was the person who entered into negotiations with Mr. and 
Mrs. Deluca (the sellers of this property), Regal Cinemas, VDOT, and the Board of Supervisors. 

The date was August, 1996. 

2. RED: we have marked in RED the "missing" Pedestrian Crosswalk to be re-installed at the
intersection ofTripleseven Road and Regina Drive. You cannot expect children from our community
to cross over heavily traveled Tripleseven Road enroute to school without this protection. In addition, 
the residents of Calvert's Glen (including handicapped ones) use this intersection to cross over to the 
trail on Tripleseven Road to go to the shopping center, etc. There is currently a covered culvert in 
place that has been used for years and now the Pedestrian Crosswalk has been mysteriously removed 
and the handicap ramp that is there is installed incorrectly facing back out to the roadway on Regina 
Drivel WHY? We are aware that our HOA Board of Directors has contact Juli Briskman, our 
Supervisor, regarding this problem but feel it imperative that you, the school planners, need to be
made aware of this missing crosswalk. Due to its location we suggest you put a raised crosswalk 
there instead of the standard one usually used, which should help keep speeding down and also help
keep our children safer when crossing. 

3. The Proposed reduction in speed from 35 MPH to 25 MPH should/and/must continue all the way to
Regina Drive. On a continuing basis we observe vehicles accelerating when leaving Glen Heather, so
reducing the speed in the small area you are proposing is not going to deter this. Please consider 
continuing this reduced speed as we have noted. 

Relpec�fully submitted,
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Sara Howard-O"Brien

Loudoun County Public Schools SRTS Project -- Thank you 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 9:11:00 PM
CTYWalkZone3_5_2021.pdf

I am writing to thank you for your letters (two) and survey of February 26 regarding the proposed 
Safe Routes to School pedestrian improvements on Tripleseven Road.  We very much appreciate the 
time you took to provide the detailed history of the  pedestrian network and concerns in your 
neighborhood.  Your information is both insightful and helpful.  Although the Regina crosswalk is 
outside the scope of our project, we alerted the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) staff 
to this issue and asked them to please review the “missing” crosswalk. 

Our email was sent on March 5th.   We offered that VDOT should  look at both the Regina 
intersection and the church intersection for possible crosswalks.  I do not know the outcome of 
VDOT’s review but did want to let you know that your good information has been forwarded to the 
VDOT staff with a request for their review. 

I also want to thank you for alerting us to the graphic depiction of the sidewalk between Cromwell 
and Westwick Court (and further to the south).   What happened is that the walk zone line covered 
the sidewalk line.  We have adjusted the map to make it clearer, although the scale is such that you 
still need to “zoom in” to see the sidewalk.  I have attached a copy for your information.

Thank you again for your input.  We will be sending out additional information as our project 
progresses.  The SRTS review process is slow but we will continue and hopefully build these new 
improvements next summer.  I hope that you and yours are well.  Sara

Sara Howard-O’Brien
Land Management Supervisor
LCPS Planning Services
21000 Education Court
Ashburn VA  20148
571-252-1156
703-969-8919 (cell)

mailto:Sara.HowardOBrien@lcps.org
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