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MAIN ENTRY PLAZA & HERITAGE WALK ALONG MARKET STREET
JANUARY 6
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HERITAGE WALK COMMEMORATIVE WALL
JANUARY 6
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EAST SIDE - AMPHITHEATER
JANUARY 6
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EAST COURTYARD BRICK WORK
JANUARY 6
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1941 CLASSROOM
JANUARY 6
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1941 AREA MULTI-FIXTURE RESTROOMS
JANUARY 6
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ACOUSTIC PANELS UNDERWAY AT 1960’S GYM
JANUARY 6
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COMMEMORATIVE ELEMENTS UDPATES:

- Commissioned Artwork:  Sculpture fabrication underway; Gym Exterior Mural 
contract underway

- Frederick Douglass Seated Sculpture & Bench:  Sculpture and bench are in LCPS 
possession until installation

- Time Capsule & Frederick Douglass Bust:  Purchased and in LCPS possession

- Pavers, Monument Sign & Exterior Custom Signage:  Final content nearly 
complete for turn-over to contractor; working through fabrication timelines 
(longest lead is approx. 14 weeks)

- Interior Custom Signage & Timelines:  Final content nearly complete for turn-
over to contractor; working through fabrication timelines (longest lead is 
approx. 14 weeks)

- Bust Display, $1 Bill Display & Scoreboard:  Bust and $1 Bill Display pedestals on 
order; Scoreboard and Basketball Backboard in progress with contractor



Naming of Heritage Walk

LCPS Department of Support Services
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Comments or Discussion?

LCPS Department of Support Services
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Douglass High School Commemorative Committee 
Plaque Language for Front of Sculpture 

 
  

 
 

Language reviewed by Artist: 
 
 

Upward Struggle 
This work represents the 

struggle for equal education and 
the resilience of the Black community 

 
Jeffery L. Hall, Sculptor 

2023 
 



Douglass High School – Commemorative Committee 
Dedication Planning 

January 5, 2023 – Virtual Meeting 
 

Dedication Questions:  

1. Date 

2. Time of Day 

3. Who to Invite 

4. Refreshments? 

5. Tours? 

6. Speakers? ?  [LCSB Chair, BOS Chair, Mayor, DHSCC Co-chairs, 
Consortium, guest speaker, etc] 
 

7. Music? 

8. Dedication Gift? 

9. Video from PIO 

10. Construction photos 

11. Time Capsule Placement 

 

Future meetings: How would the sub-committee like to move forward?  Schedule a 
future date tonight, meet as a sub-committee and report back to LCPS/Full 
Committee?  Choose a chair or member to organize meetings and facilitate 
communication within sub-committee? 
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Dedication and School Anniversary Plans 
 
Dedication Draft Plan 
 
Invitations 
Dedication invitations, with RSVPs,  should go out three weeks before the dedication ceremony.  
 
Those who should be invited 
School Board and Cabinet 
Invitations for the School Board and Cabinet should be sent to: 
 
Clerk of the School Board 
21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, VA 20148   
 
Board of Supervisors 
Invitations for the Board of Supervisors should be sent to: 
 
Individual Supervisor’s Name 
P.O. Box 7000 
Leesburg, VA 20177-7000 
 
Contact also should be made with the Board of Supervisors Office, bos@loudoun.gov to make 
sure the messages were received. 
 
Other Invitees 
Others invited should include construction project managers, level directors and cluster 
principals. 
Parents have been invited to attend dedications at the elementary-school level, but not at 
middle and high school. 
    
Past School Board Members 
Past School Board members, on occasion, have expressed an interest in attending dedications 
for schools approved for construction during their board tenure. The names of the relevant past 
members can be found on the plaque at the entrance to the school. Past School Board 
members may be contacted through the Clerk of the School Board. 
 
Media 
Dedications will be listed on the school-division calendar and media may attend as it is a public 
ceremony with elected officials in the audience. CCO will need to have a credentialling and 
outreach process, and will send any necessary alerts. Invitations may be sent to the media, but 
they rarely attend. 
 
 
 

mailto:bos@loudoun.gov
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Suggested Time for School Dedication 
10 a.m. on a Thursday or Friday in mid-October seems to be the optimum time for a dedication 
ceremony. This gives enough time for punch-list items to be completed so that the building is 
presentable to the public.  
  
Suggested Venue 
The auditorium is the preferred venue for middle and high school dedications and the 
all-purpose room for elementary schools. In some cases, middle- and high-school 
auditoriums have not been ready for the dedication and the venue has been switched to 
the gym.  
 
Student Tours 
Students should be available to give tours of the building to honored guests an hour 
before the dedication and after the dedication ceremony. 
 
Run Time 
Elementary and middle school dedications should run 30 to 45 minutes. High school 
dedications should last no longer than an hour. As many people as possible should be 
fit into the dedication venue so that it looks full. 
In the case of elementary schools, it might be best to have kindergarten and first-grade 
students view the dedication remotely, since they tend to fidget and distract from the 
ceremony. 
 
Presentation of the Colors 
At the beginning of the program, the colors should be presented by an honor guard. 
Those fulfilling this duty in the past have included Boy and Girl Scouts; the Loudoun 
County High School Navy JROTC Honor Guard; and the Loudoun County Sheriff's  
Office Honor Guard.  
 
Musical Performances 
Traditionally, there is a musical performance by the chorus at the elementary-school 
level or the band, orchestra and chorus at the middle- and high-school levels to open 
the program. 
The first performance of the school song is usually reserved for the finale. (The school 
song is usually composed by a band or choral teacher.) 
 
Dedication Program 
Those expected to offer a brief speech (no more than five minutes): 
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Principal (During the principal’s remarks, family members of those for whom the school 
is named - if applicable - cluster principals, Cabinet members and directors, PTO/PTA 
presidents, construction supervisors and architects should be recognized.)   
Superintendent (During the superintendent’s remarks, the superintendent will 
recognize any elected officials and dignitaries in attendance and present the principal 
with the seal of Loudoun County, officially welcoming the school to the LCPS family. 
The seal is provided by the Communications and Community Engagement Office.)  
School Board Chair or Vice Chair 
School Board representative from the magisterial district in which the school is 
located. 
A student spokesman. 
PTA/PTO President 
The architect should be allowed to speak and give a token of appreciation to the school, 
if they wish.  
  
Elected officials - other than the School Board - do not speak at dedications. 
 
PowerPoints, surprise performances and technology-heavy productions have 
been tried at past dedications. These usually do not go well because of glitches. 
 
Dedication Scissors 
The Communications and Community Engagement Office has a large pair of scissors 
that have been used for the official ribbon-cutting for virtually every school since Little 
River Elementary in 2000. 
These are available upon request.    
 
Alternative to Ribbon Cutting 
Some schools have done ribbon-joining ceremonies. Ribbons representing the school 
colors of the feeder schools for the new school are placed in a “magic” hat or box and a 
ribbon featuring the new school colors are pulled out. 
A time capsule also may be part of a dedication ceremony.   
 
Food After the Dedication 
Traditionally, food is offered to those attending after the ceremony. Buffets are a thing of 
the past in a post-COVID world. Individual boxed lunches, wrapped cookies and 
individual drinks are probably the safest way to go. There are companies that make 
individually wrapped cookies with school logos in frosting. These are always popular.  
The best venue for food and socializing after the ceremony is the media center, since it 
does not interfere with lunch shifts. 
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Premiums 
Most new schools offer a small gift to special guests attending the dedication ceremony. 
Such gifts have included small wooden schoolhouses, spirit wear, thermal cups and 
coasters. 
It is traditional to present the superintendent with a length of the dedication ribbon. 
 
Videotaping and Still Photography 
Communications and Community Engagement has traditionally videotaped and 
photographed dedications and provided a news release.   
 
Anniversary Celebrations 
Elementary and Middle Schools 
These ceremonies are usually held on a Thursday or Friday afternoon in the last bloc before 
dismissal. The venue is usually the multi-purpose room. 
Those invited to speak include the superintendent, principal, School Board members and a past 
superintendent or principal, if they are available. 
A highlight of such ceremonies is sometimes the naming of a media center, gym or garden for a 
past principal or longtime employee. 
Past students are usually asked back and time capsules, if the location is known, opened with 
the students who buried them providing commentary on the contents. 
There is usually a light reception in the media center with cake and punch following the 
ceremony.   
 
High Schools 
These events are usually held in conjunction with a football game.  
In some cases, after-school “carnival” events have been held during the spring. 
Commemorations tend to be casual with the principal, former principals and the superintendent 
being asked to speak.   
The biggest feature of this event is usually a commemorative cake. 
In some cases student-led school tours have been offered to alumni. 



Dedication – Invitees 

17 DHS-CC Members 

__ LDAA 

__ EWP/EWS 

__ NAACP 

__ Black History Committee 

__ Loudoun Preservation Society 

___Loudoun County Heritage Commission 

__ MLK I Have a Dream  

30 - Oral History Interviewees 

9 – School Board Members 

9 – Board of Supervisors 

__ BOS Staff 

7 – Town of Leesburg Council Members 

__ Town Staff (Kaj, Keith Markel, Chris Sperla, James David) 

__  Commission on Public Art 

__ Loudoun County Parks & Recreation 

__ LCPS Construction 

__ LCPS Other Support Service Personnel 

__ LCPS Admin 

__  Visit Loudoun 

___ BBB Team 

Lottie Spurlock 

Shalom Black 

Walt Hogan 

Carl Rush 

___  PIO County 

___ PIO Schools 



___ Town Economic Development Staff 

___  County Staff (Heidi Seibentritt) 

___ Mapping Dept. who helped with African American Map 

2  Sharon Virts (Photo of Gibbons)  16045 Frostleaf Lane, Leesburg, VA  20176 

2  Robert Patton (Assistance with Photos) 

2  Laura Christiansen, Thomas Balch Library 

1  Alexandra Gressitt, Thomas Balch Library 

1  Kristin Brown, Loudoun County Mapping  

Deyane Moses, Afro News 

Savannah Wood, Afro News 

Kevin Casalenuovo – W&OD Regional Park Manager 

Loudoun Freedom Center 

Mrs. Josie Stewart who was the 1st black principle of Douglass as a alternative school  

Past principals of Douglass (?) 

Matthew Murphy, Middleburg Fire Depart. – oral History Assistance 

Jeffrey Garner, Middleburg Fire Dept. 
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