12th Grade English

Advanced Composition & World Literature
What will we do in class this year?

Top 10 Reasons to Study
English in the 12th Grade

Literature

Composition
Write!
Read stellar writing
Edit and revise
Conference with peers & teacher
Share our writing
Publish our best work

Dive into other worlds!

1. Get a better score on my SATs/ACTs.
2. Write a college essay so compelling that
the universities will fight over me .
3. Show off my skills and talents with a
resume and cover letter so impressive that
Elon Musk himself will beg me to work for
him.

Expectations
We will read and write every day. If we put in the effort, our writing
will improve and we will become more fluent readers.
We will spend time rewriting and revising our best pieces. Be
prepared to try, fail, and try again to get it right.
We will actively participate in class and rely on each other.
We will be kind and respectful to each other, and make this a safe
space to share ideas and writing that may be personal.
We will use technology for class work.
We will understand that this class will help us succeed in the adult
world, whether we go on to college or straight into the workforce.
We will work hard, see results, learn new things, and have some
fun along the way!

Bring to Class
Writing notebook
Book for SSR and assigned text

4. Refresh my grammar skills so the world
doesn't make fun of my social media posts.
5. Get my way in all matters by producing
a stunning persuasive argument.
6. Figure out how to make my parents stop
embarrassing me by getting riled up by
and sharing fake news on the internet.
7. Dive into amazing cultures around the
world so I can prioritize my travel plans.
Traveling
8. Improve my vocabulary so I can
work "defenestration" into a conversation.
9. Communicate with the poise of a TED
talk speaker.
10. Graduate!

Something to write with
Technology if you have it
Sticky notes, highlighters, colored
pencils

Help!

I can always find time to provide extra help
when you need it. Come see me so we can
plan a time.
We also have an excellent Writing Center
available.

"Help will always be given at
Hogwarts to those who ask for it."
Albus Dumbledore
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by
J.K. Rowling

Ms. Sandra Dalebout
Remind: 12theng-3, 12theng-5, 12theng-6
Email: Sandra.M.Dalebout@lcps.org
Room: 1615 (English Department)
Phone: (703) 554-8900 (RVHS main office)

Empowering all students to make meaningful contributions to the world

12th Grade English
Advanced Composition & World Literature

Course Description

Course Goals (aligned with Virginia SOL standards)

By the end of the year, students will have…
Composed cohesive, coherent writing .
Improved critical thinking and communication skills through
writing, reading, speaking, and listening.
Surveyed multi-genre works from around the world, learning
from different culture and examining key thematic questions.

12.1 - The student will make planned persuasive / argumentative,
multimodal, interactive presentations collaboratively and
individually.
12.2 - The student will examine how values and points of view are
included or excluded and how media influences beliefs and
behaviors.
12.3 - The student will apply knowledge of word origins,

Advanced Composition

derivations, and figurative language to extend vocabulary

We will start the year by writing personal narrative essays that
you can use for applying to college or for job applications. We will
spend time revising our own and our peers' work. We will write
persuasive pieces in response to real world events and media
coverage.

development in authentic texts.
12.4 - The student will read, comprehend, and analyze the
development of British literature and literature of other
cultures.
12.5 - The student will read, interpret, analyze, and evaluate a

Quarter 1:

Quarter 2:

variety of nonfiction texts.

Unit 1: Narrative essay
Unit 2: Argumentative essay

Unit 3:
Unit 4:

12.6 - The student will write in a variety of forms to include

Process Analysis
Research project

persuasive/argumentative-reflective, interpretive, and analytic
with an emphasis on persuasion/argumentation.

World Literature

12.7 - The student will self- and peer-edit writing for Standard

We will take a world tour by sampling literature from around the
globe. Although I will give you as much choice as possible in what
you read, we will cover some key books together as a class.

English.

Quarter 3:

research project.

Unit 5: Africa
Unit 6: Americas

Quarter 4:

12.8 - The student will analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and organize
information from a variety of credible resources to produce a

Unit 7: Asia
Unit 8: Europe

Selected Works*
The Hot Zone by Richard Preston
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
*texts subject to change

Typical Day
Readers are
better writers!

Book talk (5 min)
Silent Sustained Reading (10 min)
Quick writes (15 min)
Mini lessons (15 min)
Writing workshop or reading (35 min)
Sharing (3 min)

RVHS English Department Policies
Grades

Late Work

Absences

Mastery

Grades will be based on
essays, presentations, a
research project,
writer's notebook,
reading, and class
participation.

All essays are due on time.

Make sure you turn
key assignments in
by the beginning of
the class period to
get full credit, even
if you are absent!

Re-assessment is
available for summative
assessments. Students
receive the higher of
two grades to a
maximum of 84%.

If your work is late, 10% is
subtracted for each class
day it is late. After 5 days,
no points are awarded.
I will mark work not
received with a zero to
remind us that it is still
missing.

Please turn your work in on time
because I really do NOT want to have
to take points off of your hard work!

Grading Scale
A = 100 - 90
B = 89-90
C = 79-70
D = 69-60
F = 59 and below
Plagiarism
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