
W h a t  e l e m e n t s 
a r e  t a k e n  i n t o 
consideration when 
planning bus routes?
Many factors are taken into 
consideration when planning 
bus routes.  We factor in 
number of students, age of 
students, size of the area, 
safety of pick-up locations, 
length of the route, school 
schedules and number of 
buses available.  

How is the distance 
between a school 
and  my  ch i l d ’s 
residence measured 
to determine eligibility 
for transportation?
Walk route distances for 
elementary students are 
established as 1.0 mile 
and 1.25 miles for middle 
and high. Distances are 
measured from school front 
door to student’s property.

LCPS operates and maintains 
a fleet of 800 school buses 

traveling over 7.5 million miles 
annually and transporting 

more than 76,000 students. 

Questions Answered:  Bus Route Planning

I know my home is too close 
to the school to be eligible 
for transportation, but I feel 
it is unsafe/hazardous for 
my child to walk each day.  
What can I do?  
Student safety is ultimately the 
responsibility of the student’s 
parent(s)/legal guardian when 
students are en route to and from 
school and/or bus stops.  Parents 
have the responsibility of selecting 
their children’s walk routes to 
and from bus stops, schools, and 
home.  Parents are also responsible 
for providing supervision that is 
appropriate for the student’s age, 
maturity and conditions of the 
chosen route.

Ridership eligibility and walk route 
distance decisions of the school 
division may be appealed, in 
writing, to the Superinendent, or 
his/her designee, within thirty (30) 
calendar days of notification of their 
establishment. 

What is an acceptable 
arrival time at school?
Students arriving before the bell 
rings are considered arriving to 
the school on time.  As a rule, we 
generally we try arriving no later 
than 5 minutes before the bell.  
However, due to many factors 
including traffic, construction, 
weather, etc.-it is not always 
possible.   

What is the maximum 
distance my child could 
have to walk to the bus 
stop?  
Elementary is no more that 1 
mile.  Middle and High school is 
no more than 1.25 miles. 



There are no children 
who live in the area of the 
current bus stop.  They 
live at the other end of 
the street.  The bus goes 
right by the corner we want 
designated as a stop and 
there is a stop sign there, 
why can’t our stop be 
relocated?  
Bus stops are established for 
neighborhoods rather than for 
individual households, so that no 
elementary child walks more than 
1 mile and no middle or high school 
student walks more than 1.25 
miles.  Families may move several 
times during a child’s scholastic 
career, but the locations of bus 
stops are considered permanent 
unless they need to be changed 
to ensure that walking distances 
stay within guidelines. 

For any questions or concerns regarding Student Transportation, click here for 
contact information or visit our website at LCPS.org.

Home-to-school bus 
transportation is furnished 
for students according to 

School Board Policy 6210.

https://www.lcps.org/Page/201167

