
Heritage College Composition Summer 2016 Assignment 

This coming year, your writing will sprout wings. To prepare for this metamorphosis, you’ll need 
to spend part of your summer working at a more pedestrian assignment: learning (or 
relearning) basic syntax and its associated punctuation rules. 

“Syntax,” you’ll remember, is sentence structure – grammar at the sentence level. It’s the most 
important part of grammar for writers because it’s the most expressive. Regular grammar rules, 
such as those involving subject-verb agreement, are necessary but don’t offer much room for 
creativity. Syntax is different. Once you make even basic syntactical choices, you’re really 
writing. Think of the choices, for instance, for combining the following two sentences: 

The fire roared like ocean breakers. 

The fire finally reached the hunters’ cabin. 

Syntactical strategy Example 

Simple sentence with a compound 
predicate 

The fire roared like ocean breakers and finally 
reached the hunter’s cabin. 

Simple sentence with a “left-branch” 
participial phrase 

Roaring like ocean breakers, the fire finally reached 
the hunters’ cabin. 

Simple sentence with a “mid-branch” 
participial phrase 

The fire, roaring like ocean breakers, finally reached 
the hunters’ cabin. 

Compound sentence (make the 
sentences equal) 

The fire finally reached the hunters’ cabin, and it 
roared like ocean breakers. 

Complex sentence (subordinate one 
sentence to the other) 

When it finally reached the hunters’ cabin, the fire 
was roaring like ocean breakers. 

Each sentence in the second column has a slightly different emphasis and tone, don’t you 
think? Syntax opens up a world of choices. 

But syntax also has punctuation rules. Look at these second column sentences again and see if 
you can figure out the rules for punctuating the first column’s strategies. I bet you’ll piece some 
of the rules together. 

Here’s your summer work in a nutshell: you’ll fill out a six-page packet while working through a 
slide show, take some online practice assessments, write a two-page paper showing off your 
syntax, and prepare for an assessment two weeks after school starts. More detailed directions 
for these assignments are below. 

Syntax will help your writing sprout wings, but these assignments already may be giving you 
butterflies. Don’t worry. You’ll take the online practice assessments over and over until you get 
it right. And you can use our interactive syntax summary (the “ISS”) for help. The ISS contains all 
of the punctuation rules for basic syntax. More importantly, the ISS allows you to time travel – 
perhaps even back to second grade – to rediscover concepts you may have long forgotten. For 
instance, if you’re learning this rule, “You may join two independent clauses with a semicolon,” 
you can click “independent clauses” to remember what independent clauses are. You can even 
click “clause” in the “independent clauses” definition to relearn what a clause is. The same drill-
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down feature works right down to relearning what a noun is. You’ll find our ISS to be an 
individualized, shame-free syntax review tool. 

Here are the specific directions. 

Email Mr. Stephens (he and Mrs. Throckmorton are our college composition teachers) with 
your first and last names and your email address. He’ll use that information to generate a 
username and password for you to use for the online exercises, and he’ll respond to your email 
with that username and password. Mr. Stephens’s email address is peter.stephens@lcps.org. 

Log onto LoudounVision.net using your student ID and the password you last used to get onto 
the schools’ computers. Search for “HTH – College Composition Summer Work.” No need to 
join the site. 

Check out the online syntax summary on our Vision page. (See more information about it on 
the preceding page.) Click the underlined words for more information about them. Use as you 
wish during your summer assignment work. 

Print the six-page handout and fill it out as you work through the slide show you’ll find there. 
You must turn in your handouts on September 13 or 14, depending on your college composition 
class day. 

Take the link on our Vision page to each of the particular quia.com practice assessments that 
the slide show names. Log on to quia.com with the username and password that Mr. Stephens 
will have emailed to you. Take the quia.com practice assessments. Each time you take a 
practice assessment, you’ll see what you got right as well as the right answer for the ones you 
got wrong. Study how you chose the wrong answers and take the assessment again. Take the 
assessment as many times as you need to in order to get a score of ninety percent or better. If 
you do, you’ll get one hundred percent credit for that assessment. (Anything less than ninety 
percent earns a C. Not trying at all earns a score of zero.) Complete the five online practice 
assessments before September 13 or 14, depending on your college composition class day. 

These online practice assessments will prepare you for a summative assessment covering the 
summer syntax material and to be administered on September 13 or 14, depending on your 
college composition class day. 

Write a double-spaced, two-page-or-longer piece on any subject and in any genre that you’d 
like. It must be new writing and contain no quotes. Don’t use something you’ve written before. 
Beneath your writing, type these headings: 

A sentence containing an appositive phrase 

A compound sentence with a conjunctive adverb 

A complex sentence 

A simple sentence with a compound subject 

A compound, complex sentence 

A compound sentence joining two sentences with a semicolon 

A compound sentence joining two sentences with a colon 

A sentence containing a gerund phrase 
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Beneath each heading, copy and paste a sentence from your paper that exemplifies that 
heading. You can’t use the same sentence from your paper under more than one heading. 

To get the creative juices flowing, you may wish to draft your paper any way that you’d like 
without regard to syntax. After that, improve your paper by revising it to include the sentences 
described above. 

Don’t make your paper a mere bag of the required sentence types. Instead, use the sentence 
structures to write a good paper. Mix the sentence lengths and types, and make your syntax 
serve your paper’s purpose. 

Your writing must be at least two pages long without counting these headings and repeated 
sentences. 

Upload your paper on TurnItIn.com during the first two weeks of school. You’ll use your 
teacher’s TurnItIn.com account for this purpose. He or she will give you your class’s 
TurnItIn.com joining information on the first day of class. 

Here’s the rubric for the paper: 

Element Grade: A Grade: B Grade: C Grade: F % of 
Grade 

The paper, without counting the 
required headings and repeated 
sentences, is at least two pages in 
length. 

Yes   No 25 

The language is clear, the wording is 
accurate, and the paper follows the 
slide show’s punctuation rules. 

Yes Generally Somewhat Not 
much 

25 

The paper is not a mere bag of the 
required sentence types. Instead, 
the paper effectively uses and mixes 
the repeated sentences and 
sentence lengths to further its 
purpose. 

Yes Mostly Some A little 25 

The repeated sentences are 
examples of their headings and are 
correctly punctuated. 

Yes Almost 
all are 

Half or 
more are 

Fewer 
than 
half are 

25 
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