
Heritage High School 

English 11 Honors 

Summer Reading 2017 

English 11 Honors is an American Literature course designed to prepare students for college-level work. The 

following assignment reflects one of the early units we will study, the Transcendental era, as well as 

argumentative writing, an English 11 focus. 

Assignment: 

1. Read the nonfiction, background article, “Transcendentalism, An American Philosophy” (at the end of this

assignment or click on this link).

2. After reading the nonfiction article, consider the following questions. Choose one and write a short essay

(350-550 words), answering the question. See rubric on next page for essay requirements. Be sure to title

your essay, including the letter of the prompt you selected.

A. Does an individual have an obligation to society?

B. Can the natural world provide answers to human questions?

C. Should one stand by his/her moral convictions if it involves hurting others and/or breaking the law?

HELPFUL HINTS: When you write an academic essay, you make an argument: you propose a thesis and offer 

clear reasoning. Then, you provide the counterargument, considering possible argument(s) against your thesis. 

It allows you to anticipate doubts and then refute them. Furthermore, if you wish to research additional 

information, please do so. Be sure to cite your sources (both internally and on a Works Cited page)! 

3. Access turnitin.com to post your essay by Tuesday, September 12.

Turnitin.com 

Class ID: 15280526 

Password: English (Capitalize the E) 

See the document online on how to sign-up for an account if you have not already done so. 

Assignment for Late Enrollments, Transfer Students, and Procrastinators: 
At the second week, you will be expected to have this assignment completed as we will begin the unit on 

Transcendentalism.  

http://www.ushistory.org/us/26f.asp


 

Summer Assignment – Argument Essay Rubric 

  Essay 
Component 

Description Points 

Earned 

Points 

Possible 

Submission  Submitted to Turnitin.com by due date 

 Title includes prompt letter 
 5 

MLA Format  Follows formatting conventions (search 
online if unsure; an example is posted on Ms. 
Littell’s “Useful Links” page through her site 

under Faculty on the Heritage page) 

 Includes necessary Works Cited & internal 
citations (in-text/parenthetical) 

 5 

Content  Succinct thesis with topic and assertion 

 Effective introduction (engaging, appropriate 

background information, ending with thesis) 

 Appropriate, strong, and effective concrete 
detail, including quotes (should be cited) 

 Appropriate, strong, and effective 
commentary (how/why your example supports 

your claim) 

 Addresses necessary counterarguments & 
includes rebuttal (may be own paragraph or 

within other body paragraphs) 

 Effective conclusion (begins with thesis and 

ends with final thought / universality of topic) 

 20 

Style   Utilizes advanced vocabulary throughout 
essay, avoiding personal pronouns unless 
giving personal example as concrete detail 

 Varied syntax, incorporating quotes into 
sentences 

 Uses appropriate transitions (@ beginning 
and within paragraphs) 

 Organization / structure (4-6 paragraphs 
grouped into appropriate topics) 

 10 

Grammar  Correct usage (capitalization, punctuation, 
complete sentences, agreement, spelling, 
etc.) 

 10 

Total  50 



Transcendentalism, An American Philosophy 

TRANSCENDENTALISM is a very formal word that describes a very simple idea. 

People, men and women equally, have knowledge about themselves and the world 

around them that "transcends" or goes beyond what they can see, hear, taste, touch or 

feel. 

This knowledge comes through intuition and imagination not through logic or the senses. 

People can trust themselves to be their own authority on what is right. A 

TRANSCENDENTALIST is a person who accepts these ideas not as religious beliefs 

but as a way of understanding life relationships. 

The individuals most closely associated with this new way of thinking were connected 

loosely through a group known as THE TRANSCENDENTAL CLUB, which met in the 

Boston home of GEORGE RIPLEY. Their chief publication was a periodical called "The 

Dial," edited by Margaret Fuller, a political radical and feminist whose book "Women of 

the Nineteenth Century" was among the most famous of its time. The club had many 

extraordinary thinkers, but accorded the leadership position to RALPH WALDO 

EMERSON. 

Emerson was a Harvard-educated essayist and 

lecturer and is recognized as our first truly "American" thinker. In his most 

famous essay, "THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR," he urged Americans to 

stop looking to Europe for inspiration and imitation and be themselves. 

He believed that people were naturally good and that everyone's 

potential was limitless. He inspired his colleagues to look into 

themselves, into nature, into art, and through work for answers to life's 

most perplexing questions. His intellectual contributions to the philosophy 

of transcendentalism inspired a uniquely American idealism and spirit of 

reform. 

 

  



The Transcendental Club was associated with colorful members between 1836 and 1860. Among these were 

literary figures NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE, HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW, and WALT WHITMAN. 

But the most interesting character by far was HENRY DAVID THOREAU, who tried to put transcendentalism 

into practice. A great admirer of Emerson, Thoreau nevertheless was his own man — described variously as 

strange, gentle, fanatic, selfish, a dreamer, a stubborn individualist. For two years Thoreau carried out the most 

famous experiment in self-reliance when he went to WALDEN POND, built a hut, and tried to live self-

sufficiently without the trappings or interference of society. Later, when he wrote about the simplicity and unity 

of all things in nature, his faith in humanity, and his sturdy individualism, Thoreau reminded everyone that life is 

wasted pursuing wealth and following social customs. Nature can show that "all good things are wild and free." 

 

As a group, the transcendentalists led the celebration of the American experiment as one of individualism and 

self-reliance. They took progressive stands on women's rights, abolition, reform, and education. They criticized 

government, organized religion, laws, social institutions, and creeping industrialization. They created an 

American "state of mind" in which imagination was better than reason, creativity was better than theory, and 

action was better than contemplation. And they had faith that all would be well because humans could 

transcend limits and reach astonishing heights. 

 

MLA Citation: “Transcendentalism, An American Philosophy.” Ushistory.org, Independence Hall Association, 

http://www.ushistory.org/us/26f.asp. 


