
 

We have had a great start to our school 

year and are continuing to work on 
building our classroom community.  We 

have learned about the Hillside 3R’s 
(SOAR to Excellence) program—and the 
students are doing a wonderful job putting 

these into practice.  We already earned 
extra recess time!  Nice job 3rd Graders! 
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Social Studies 
In social studies we have talked about the 

qualities of a good citizen.  We have also 
talked about responsibilities citizens have in 

their community.  Students have learned 
about the importance of diversity and three 
benefits of diversity—food, clothing, and 

music.  They have also learned about what 
unites us as citizens.  Next week, the 

students will learn more about the purpose 
of government and the three different levels 

of U.S. government. 

MCGRATHVILLE NEWS !  

The students have been learning and 
practicing our procedures for Math 

Workshop.  We have started learning to 
write and read six-digit numbers.  We 

have also started identifying both the 
place and value of digits in a whole 

number, and we will be learning different 
ways to write these numbers such as 
standard form, word form, and expanded 

form. 

 

Language Arts 
Writing The students have been learning about 

our Writing Workshop and have already been 
busy writing personal narratives related to “first 
times,” “realizations,” and “feelings/emotions.”  

They have also been working to identify and 
create a writing goal for themselves as we 

continue to work on building our writing skills 
during our Crafting True Stories writing unit.  In 
the coming week, students will continue to 

learn writing strategies as they focus on writing 
about a special person, place, or object that 

matters to them.   

Reading The students are working to build 

their reading lives.  We have learned that 
readers don’t just read, they set themselves up 
to have the best reading life they can. As part 

of this discussion, we have been focusing on 
how to choose just right books and to read 

books like they are gold! Please encourage your 
child to practice these concepts at home when 
selecting and reading books.  

Spelling  Students have completed their 
beginning of the year inventory.  Next week, we 

will review how our spelling program will work 
this year including classwork and test 
expectations.  Students will receive their first 

set of spelling words the week of 9/23/19. 

Upcoming Tests and 

Important Dates 

Thursday – 9/19   3rd Grade Guest Speaker 

for Communities and Government (Mr. John 

Whitback) 

Monday – 9/23  Spelling begins 

Friday – 9/27  Spelling test 

Friday – 10/04 Civics Test 

 

 


