
 

On Tuesday, a representative from 
Loudoun Water visited with the 3rd grade 
classes.  During this visit, students were 
able to learn about the sources of water in 
Loudoun County; as well as, various forms 
of pollution that can enter our water 
systems.  The Loudoun Water visit 
was a terrific “kick-off” for the 
“Save Our Water” Project Based 
Learning (PBL) assignment. 
The students seem very  
excited to begin working  
on this project!    
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Information 

Hillside  
Elementary 

Room 16 
 

October 25, 2019 
 

Math 

Content--Science 
In Science this week, students learned 
about the water cycle and participated in a 
few experiments to help them better 
understand the water cycle—especially the 
processes of evaporation, precipitation, 
and condensation.  We also kicked off our 
Project-Based Learning (PBL) assignment. 
Next week, the students will begin 
conducting research to identify various 
water sources on Earth and begin 
investigating threats to our water supply. 

MCGRATHVILLE NEWS ! 

This week, the students used the 
traditional algorithm as they worked to 
add 2-, 3-, and 4-digit numbers with and 
without regrouping.  Next week, they will 
learn how to use the break apart method 
(also referred to as the expanded form 
method) to add larger numbers.  Students 
will then learn how to use their rounding 
skills to estimate sums and problem solve.  

Language Arts 
Writing Students are working to set the 
stage for their mystery writing piece as they 
write the introduction to their story.  As they 
set the stage for their story, they are focusing 
on introducing their character and 
establishing the setting of their story.  As 
they write, students are being asked to 
include dialogue and action to help ensure 
they are “storytellers” and not “reporters.” 
Next week, we will begin working on 
additional mystery elements. 
 

Reading The students are really enjoying our 
mystery unit!  Many of the students are 
already working on their second book!  This 
past week, students were learning strategies 
mystery readers use to help keep track of 
clues and suspects.  They were also learning 
about the different elements and patterns 
mystery stories tend to follow. Looking 
forward to next week, students will learn 
about red herrings and looking for hidden 
clues! 
 

Spelling  There will be no spelling next week.  
Instead, we will be focusing on apostrophes 
in contractions and possessive nouns. 

Upcoming Tests and/or 

Important Dates 

Monday, 10/28 – No school for students 

                         (County PD for staff) 
 

Wednesday, 10/30 – PJ Day for our class! 
 

Wednesday, 10/30 – Student Council  

                               Applications due 
 

Thursday, 10/31 – Moveable Monday  
 

 

 


