Algonkian Elementary

March 13, 2017
Volume 7
20196 Carter Court ▪ Sterling, Virginia 20165

▪ Telephone 571.434.3240 Fax 703.444.1917
▪ Absentee Line 571.434.3241
website: http://www.lcps.org/algonkian
Principal: Mr. Brian Blubaugh
Assistant Principal: Ms. Karen Shields

Bookkeeper: Mrs. Gayle Cowden
Attendance Secretary: Mrs. Gail Farrar
UPCOMING DATES

Principal Update
DEAR ALGONKIAN PARENTS,

Kindergarten registration is on March 29th. Remember if you pre-registered
online you do not need to come in on the 29th but can schedule a meeting
with Ms. Farrar on any day after the 29th to finalize your registration.
I want to thank our STEAM team and all our volunteers for a successful
invention expo night. We had nearly 60 inventions this year and over 300
people attended the expo and STEM night.
Algonkian was recently recognized for the Energy Star Award. This is the
second consecutive year Algonkian has received the reward and only the
second time in our history of receiving the award. The staff and custodians
look for ways to save energy which then saves the county money.
Algonkian recently was recognized for common sense media digital
citizenship. Students received lessons on using the internet and computers
safely.
This month students are working hard on the four Rs in the cafeteria to earn
March Madness at the end of the month. Classrooms that do well in the
cafeteria will get a basketball shot to earn a homework pass.

3/17

Last day for the Read a Thon

3/17

Lockdown drill

3/21

Tornado Drill

3/24

Mad Science Assembly

3/28

3rd grade field trip

3/28

Battle of the Books

3/29

KG Registration

3/30

2nd grade Chat n Chew

3/31

Staff/Student bball game

Assistance Notice
If, due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate
meaningfully in any of our school
programs, please contact Ms. Karen
Shields, Assistant Principal, at 571434-3240 at least five working days
prior to the activity.

Please join us on March 31 for our annual staff vs student basketball game.
The game will begin around 1:15 in the afternoon.
Our fifth grade promotion ceremony will be Thursday, June 8 at 6:30 PM.
After the ceremony we will meet in the cafeteria for desserts and pictures
with our students.
Our Field day is on Thursday, June 1. Please contact Mr. Terango to
volunteer to help out with field day. He needs plenty of volunteers to help
out to make this day successful.

Brian Blubaugh
Principal
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Save the Date for SOL Tests
May 2 n d through June 2 n d
3rd Grade Reading – 5/10
3rd Grade Math – 5/23
4th Grade Reading – 5/9
4th Grade Math – 5/18
4th Grade VA History – 5/24
5th Grade Reading – 5/8

5th Grade Math – 5/22
5th Grade Science – 5/26 or 5/31
Please plan to have your
students in attendance and on
time during

SOL Expedited
Retake Process


Expedited retakes are
encouraged for students
who score between 375 and
399 on a grade level SOL

Success is the sum of small efforts,
repeated day in and day out.

test in reading, math,
science and history. This
second opportunity to test
provided students with a
feeling of accomplishment
and schools with a possible

#Click4Kids
http://wtop.com/contests/2017
-click-for-kids-voting/

Jennifer.zecher@lcps.org by

increase in our accreditation

March 14th.

rates. In past years,
Algonkian has had up to

Algonkian Triple
Crown Racing Series

50% of our students who

Don’t forget to sign up and

the SOL and some went

Panther Alliance
Parent Information
Session

join me at our First Annual

from a failing score to a pass

Rough and Tumble for

advanced score.

On March 16th please join me

playground. Sign up today

and fellow special education

at oldominionracing.com.

parents and educators to learn

All proceeds come directly

about community resources

to Algonkian Elementary 

Now through March 17th @
5pm

that are available over the
summer.
Karen.shields@lcps.org or

Autism Awareness on April
1st. It is right here on our

participated in retakes pass

The retake process also
allows our teachers time to
remediate students on
specific skills they struggled
with on the first SOL.
Students are then more
confident in their abilities
and scores increase.
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2016-2017 Save the Date
Panther Alliance Special Education Cluster
Meetings
6:00pm-8pm

These are quarterly meetings that will feature a variety of educational
topics. Please put the following dates and times on your calendar.
Daycare will be provided by school staff and high school volunteers.
Please look for additional information in your child’s folder as we get
closer to the meeting dates. Parents will need to return a RSVP form for
each meeting. If you have questions, please contact Ms. Karen Shields at
Karen.Shields@lcps.org or 571-434-3250.

Tuesday April 20th @ Algonkian (Sensory and Social Concerns)
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Dear Algonkian Families,
One of my goals at Algonkian this year is to inspire a
healthy lifestyle with our students. I know that with each
new year I come up with a new challenge for myself. This
year I am challenging myself to complete one 5k walk/run
each month. I actually started in November and have now
completed three. Participating in races encourages me to
continue to train and is also a fun activity to do with the
whole family. I am encouraging our Algonkian Families to
come and join me on this journey.
Sincerely,
Miss Shields

ALGONKIAN
TRIPLE
CROWN
The Algonkian Triple Crown
Racing Series will be
awarded to any student who
completes all 3 racing
events. Students earning the
Algonkian Triple Crown will
receive an awesome prize in
May!
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Technology
Mrs. Pauline Burkett & Mrs. Erin Jackson
March Tech News
We are so excited that the prospect of snow is coming. When it is
time to come back indoors from all the shoveling and playing in the snow
and you want a little computer time...don’t forget to use LCPS GO for
access to all of the websites you use in school. (I-Ready and Reflex!) The
website is www.go.lcps.org and use your school login and password.
Coming up very soon students in 4th and 5th grades will be converting their
password into high security passwords, and eventually so will 3rd and
maybe 2nd graders. This goes along with the new LCPS policy and our
Digital Citizenship lessons. Take a moment to go over one of the CSM
student activities “Strong Passwords” for grades 3-5 or “Powerful
Passwords” for grades K-2. Students will be able to reset their passwords
using LCPS GO. (Please don’t re-set your password until you have had the
password reset lesson in class!)
https://launchpad.classlink.com/loudoun
Our school is officially certified as a Common Sense Media Digital
Citizenship School for the second year in a row! Great job and thank you
to all the students, teachers, and parents that participated in the CSM
digital citizenship lessons.
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“You are the only one who can make a difference.
Whatever your dream is, go for it.”
- Magic Johnson

Dear Algonkian Parents,

Another month has passed and more good things to report from the PE department. We have
recently finished the ABL season and have had much success. We started out slowly where
students were getting used to the idea of organized basketball and progressed into a league that was
very competitive and fun. Thanks to all those who participated and supported the league.
Grades 1-3:
Completed parachute unit (1,2 and 3)
Completed throwing and catching with implements (1,2, and 3)
Grades 4 and 5:
Completed volleyball unit
Throwing at mobile objects
Finished ABL season
Currently and in the near future:
Grades 1-3:
Spring games unit (chase and flee)

-

Cooperative games unit

Grades 4-5:
Teacher vs. 5th grade All-Star Game
Spring games unit
Fitness Test Preparation
Have a great month!
Joe Terango and Nick Peters
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Follow Algonkian

On Twitter
@ALG_LCPS

Algonkian ‘s Cavern of Creativity
Hello from Ms. Michael! The students in art are making fantastic
masterpieces inspired by many amazing cultures, artists, movements, and
stories. Here is a synopsis of what each grade is creating in March

Donations:
Hello parents, family, and friends!!! This year in Art we are doing a
variety of Art History Projects where your artists will be creating
masterpieces inspired by art and artist throughout history. For this we
will need plethora of supplies. If you have any of the follow that you can
donate it would be much appreciated.
-Old CD’s -*****Small children’s toys- like from fast food restaurants
-Baby Wipes
- Buttons
-Soda Can Tabs
-Bubble wrap
-Tape- masking, transparent, and double sided
-Bobby Pins
-Paper plates
-Clean Terry Towels
-Dish Soap - Paper Towel Rolls

WHATS NEW !!!!!
The students in are making fantastic masterpieces inspired by many amazing
cultures, artists, movements, and stories. Here is a synopsis of what each
grade is creating in March:

-Kindergarten are creating : Seurat Portraits and Dutch Windmills
-First Grade are creating: Didgeridoo
-Second Grade are creating: Masterpiece Museum and Golden Gate Architecture
-Third Grade are creating: Westward Expansion Collages
-Fourth Grade are creating: Dino Fossils and Lobel Recycled Birds

-Fifth Grade are creating: Russian Kirigami Dolls

Art Shows Information:
This year we will be having an art show that inspired by the theme of their
musicals.
3rd Grade Musical- Thursday, April 6, 2017 @ 1:30 & 6:30
There will also be several art exhibits throughout the year here at
Algonkian.
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3rd Grade Musical “Go West”
April 6, 2017 @ 1:30 and 6:30

March is Music in Our Schools
Month
School Improvement
Plan

School Improvement
Plan (SIP) has been
developed for
Algonkian Elementary
by staff and our
leadership team.
Annually, we review and
revise our plan based on
the data we receive. Our
School Improvement
Plan is available on our
school website: http://
www.lcps.org/
Page/40302 and in our
school office.

What is Music in Our Schools Month (MIOSM)?
Music in Our Schools Month or “MIOSM” is NAfME’s annual
celebration during March which engages music educators,
students, and communities from around the country in promoting the benefits of high quality music education programs in schools.
Music in Our Schools Month began as a single statewide
Advocacy Day and celebration in New York in 1973 and grew
over the decades to become a month-long celebration of
school music in 1985.
To learn even more about this wonderful celebration, please visit the National Association for Music
Education (NAfME) website http://www.nafme.org/
programs/miosm/

Check out the calendar in Ms. Michael’s Art section
of the newsletter to see how Algonkian is celebrating
Music in Our Schools Month and Youth Art Month.
Also, visit the Algonkian Music webpage to find fun
links to help you celebrate!
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Lines from the Library

Ms. Devinney

Battle of the Books for our 5th grade team will take place on March 28th at 4 PM at the Cascades
Public Library. Come cheer on our students as they compete with teams from Countryside and
Meadowland elementary schools. Our Battle of the Books team has read 4 books and has been
busy preparing to battle the other teams to see who knows the most about these books.
Book Fair is back! April 24th to April 28th we will host a Scholastic Book Fair in our Library.
Come shop for wonderful reading materials for the whole family.
All students will preview the book fair on Friday April 21st.

The Book Fair will be open 7:30 AM for students who are shopping with a parent. STUDENTS
MUST CHECK IN WITH THE CLASSROOM TEACHER BEFORE COMING TO BOOK FAIR.
Unaccompanied students will be allowed to shop in the morning if their class has already had
library this week. The Book Fair will close promptly at 3 PM each day.
Our Family Night will take place on Friday April 21st from 6 to 8 PM
Each class will have the opportunity to purchase books during their regularly scheduled library
class time. Please feel free to join us at school when your child is scheduled to come to library.

Dear Parents:
As you are aware, it is important for students to read a variety of materials if they are to
become successful readers. Surrounding children with books they enjoy reading helps them
develop reading fluency and a love for reading. In order to help you purchase books at a
reasonable cost for your child’s personal library, our school participates in the Scholastic Book
Fair.
The Scholastic Book Fair offers a selection of books at a reasonable cost. Participation in the
Fair is optional; the school does not sponsor this or any other book fair and the book selections
have not always been previewed. We are merely giving you the opportunity to purchase books
at a reasonable cost.
The books selected by the book fairs are written by established authors of children’s literature.
From time to time, however, students have purchased books that have contained language that
parents found objectionable. Therefore, it is important you aid your child in the selection of
his/her books. As you assist your child in the selection, please pay careful attention to the
description of the books and the designated age or grade level given in the description.
If you have any questions about the books, please contact me. I may already be familiar with
the book and might be able to help you.
Thank you, Chrissie Devinney, Librarian
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Susan Smith
Parent Liaison
Every now and then I like to do a “Reminder” newsletter by looking back to the beginning of
the year and remind everyone of various resources and programs here at Algonkian and
within the County. So here goes!
Algonkian Equity Committee – The Committee will have an Open Meeting on April 9,
2017 at 2:50 p.m. If you have interest in attending or would like to submit questions or concerns please contact either Ms. Ryan, Counselor or me.
Lions Club of Sterling – We continue to collect eye glass donations at Algonkian through
May of this year. There is a small box in the foyer for your donations. The Lion’s Club takes
donations of eye glasses, empty eye glass frames, hearing aids and cell phones. Please take
the glasses/frames out of their container and donate in a clear plastic bags. Thank you in
advance for your contributions.
LCPS Tutor List - LCPS has an extensive approved tutor list. All fees for services are between the tutor and student. The list can be found at www.LCPS.org/Page/1413.
Irene’s Prom Closet – Prom is right around the corner. If you have items to donate;
dresses, accessories, shoes, men’s slacks, dress shoes, shirts, etc., please contact
www.IrenesPromCloset.com or www.facebook.com/IrenesPromCloset. If you have a need
and would like help with Prom accessories for your older student, please contact the same
locations.
Parent Resource Services – PRS encourages positive working relationships between
families, educators and the community. They promote understanding of the special education process as well as provide information relating to educational issues and community
services. Visit them on the web at http://lcps.org/ParentResourceServices for more information and a list of their upcoming workshops.
Last but not least is the LOST & FOUND. We have a large amount of Lost & Found items.
Please encourage your student to stop by the Lost & Found and look through the items. The
Lost & Found is kept in clear bins in the front office and during the last week of each month
is in the Cafeteria. All items remaining in June will be donated to the local thrift store.

ALGONKIAN EQUITY COMMITTEE
The Equity Committee is here to serve our Bobcat family by ensuring that our
instruction and interaction with students, staff and families is equitable. We monitor
activities, programs and projects to make sure they are relevant, diverse and support and
represent all of our students and staff here at Algonkian Elementary School. The Committee
welcomes parental/guardian participation and if you have an interest in attending the next
open meeting or have questions, concerns or comments, please contact either Theresa Ryan,
Counselor or Susan Smith, Parent Liaison. Our next open meeting will be in April.
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SEARCH
SEARCH March 2017 Newsletter
Discovering and Expanding Interests
An NAGC (National Association of the Gifted Child) article states that parents must be their child’s
first “teacher.” Parents must nurture an attitude of curiosity and exploration in children in order for
children to be able to see the benefit in exploring new subjects, ideas, and activities. “In a study of
parental influence in female U.S. Olympians, we learned how important it is for children to receive
multiple opportunities to try a variety of activities. One of the most powerful roles the parents
played for these elite athletes was that of ‘opportunity maker’."
In order for children to realize their full potential as learners, they must be exposed to multiple opportunities. Parents do not need to be experts themselves in a particular field of study or proficient
themselves at a particular activity, but they must be willing to allow children to experience a variety
of activities at which the child may fail or may succeed. It is only through experiences that children
will find their true interests.
How does this relate to keeping a child interested in school, feeling excited about learning, and
having the motivation to pursue his/her interests? It is certainly true that there are certain areas in
school that are not in themselves particularly interesting. If, however, you link a child’s interests to
those subjects, and if you help the child understand that he/she is gaining the tools which will help
him/her continue to learn about those interests, school subjects which previously seemed somewhat uninteresting can become stepping stones to mastering the child’s own goals. Help your child
connect school to the achievement of his/her own goals. A child who is working toward the accomplishment of his/her own goals will welcome the challenge of school, whatever the subject may be!
A child’s interests and enthusiasms provide a natural springboard to learning. As a challenge this
spring, help your child find a new area of interest. Check out programs offered at our local nature
centers and parks. Visit a new museum or historic site. Try a new sport. Go on a hike. Visit a library – and check out their special programs. Go camping. Complete the “Junior Ranger” scavenger hunt at a national park. Visit the farmers’ market and try a new vegetable. Find a new recipe
and make it together. Start exploring, and have fun!

Patty Peterson
SEARCH Teacher
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Message from the Health Clinic
Ms. Franzen
Algonkian families,
As you are cleaning out over these winter months, please consider donating
your BOYS pants to the school. The Health Office is in need of BOYS pants
size 8-10.
The Health Office provides clothing for students at school on an as needed
basis. A student will require a change of clothing when there has been a body
fluid issue. The Health Office is able to provide clean clothes because of generous contributions from our school community.
The clothing is to be returned to the Health Office, post laundering, for use
by other students.
There are times when the Health Office runs out of clothing for student use;
please if you have any boys pants, sized 7-10 consider donating those to the
Health Office.

Thank you
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LCPS APP
Download Now
The official Loudoun County Public Schools app gives you a personalized window into what is
happening at the district and schools. Get the news and information that you care about and get
involved.
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