
FCPS World I SOL Standards: WHI 3c and 3d

A Single Deity
Religion was a part of life in all early civilizations. 
Most early civilizations practiced polytheism,  
the belief in many gods. The first faith to practice  
monotheism, the belief in a single God, was  
Judaism. The first group of people to practice  
Judaism was the Hebrews, a people from  
Southwest Asia near modern Israel. The Hebrew 
peoples descended from Abraham, an important 
prophet for three of the world’s faiths (Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam). Because he is seen as 
the father of these three faiths, he is sometimes 
referred to as the patriarch. Abraham made a  
pact or promise, called a covenant, with his God. 
In this covenant, the Hebrews would worship  
only God in exchange for God’s protection. The 
Hebrews settled in the land called Canaan located 
between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean 
Sea. The Hebrews were later called the Jews or 
the Jewish people.
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Judaism (3000 B.C.E.-today.)
You Mean that Judaism Was the First Monotheistic Faith?

Abraham seeks new land source 
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Book_of_Genesis_Chapter_12-
4_%28Bible_Illustrations_by_Sweet_Media%29.jpg

Map of Early Middle East 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Greater_Israel_map.jpg

Moses and Ten Commandments 
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/3/3f/Moses_Hajdudorog.JPG

Because of a drought, or a long period without rain, the Hebrews moved south from Canaan into Egypt. After a  
generation, however, they were enslaved by the pharaohs of Egypt. Eventually they were led out  
     of bondage in Egypt by a prophet named Moses. This journey out of Egypt was called the  

Exodus. After the Exodus, God was said to have given Moses the Ten Commandments, 
or ten basic laws by which to live. The Ten Commandments included rules on how to 
worship and how to treat other people and became the basis for Jewish law. The Jews 
also believed  that Moses wrote the first five books of the Hebrew Bible called the 
Torah. The Torah contained the written records and beliefs of Jews. Eventually the 
Hebrews resettled the area around 
Canaan and established Jerusalem 
as their capital city where they  
built a temple to their God. After 
conflicts with other groups, the Jews 
of Jerusalem and the surrounding 
areas were forcibly moved out their 
homeland, or exiled. This forced 
migration, or movement of people 
out of their homeland, is known as 
the Diaspora. The Diaspora helped 

The Exodus

spread the Jewish faith and culture across many continents. It also spread the foundation 
for other monotheistic world faiths 



Judaism (cont.) FCPS World I SOL Standards: WHI 3c and 3d

FCPS HS Social Studies © 2013

Quick Review

3. The prophet who is seen as the patriarch, or father, of the three religions  
in the diagram is considered to be __________________.

Connection to Today
Research Judaism today.  Where do people practice the religion?   
How many Jewish people practice Judaism?

Resources
Learn 360
● The Temple Mount - the rock where Abraham planned to  
    sacrifice his son, Isaac (http://goo.gl/5N8Qiu)

● Religions of the People of the Middle East and Central Asia  
    (http://goo.gl/P5lt6)

1. Explain the difference between polytheistic faiths and monotheistic faiths.

A. Jesus of Nazareth
B. Muhammad
C. Abraham
D. Moses

Key Vocabulary
Polythesim: belief in multiple deities

Monotheism: belief in one deity

Prophet: person who communicates with 
god and tells god’s message to others

Patriarch: a male person regarded as the 
founder or leader of a group

Covenant: a promise; the promise between 
the Jews and their god

Drought: a long period without any rain  
or water

Exodus: a large group of people leaving  
a place

Torah: first five books of the Hebrew Bible

Exile: forced to move out of your homeland

Diaspora: exodus of the Hebrew or Jewish 
people from their homeland

2. The first faith in world history to practice 
monotheism was  _________________. 
A. Christianity
B. Buddhism
C. Judaism
D. Islam

4. The image most likely depicts which historic event?
A. The Hebrew’s exodus out of Egypt
B. The Visigoth’s sacking of Rome
C. The Crusader’s invasion Jerusalem
D. The Muslim’s movement to Medina

Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/d/d3/Grigory_Mikheev_Exodus.jpg


