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Islam’s Beginnings
The city of Mecca had been an important center of trade and 
religion since the earliest civilizations began. In approximately 
610 C.E., a man named Muhammad began to hear the voice 
of the angel Gabriel who told him that he was a messenger, 
or prophet, of Allah (Arabic for God). Muhammad believed 
that it was Allah speaking to him and these messages  
became known as revelations and formed the basic ideas  
of the Islamic faith. 
A few years later, Muhammad began to preach publicly  
about Allah. Many people in Mecca were angry that this new 
religion could lead to people forgetting about the traditional 
gods, and Mecca would lose its importance as a site for 
religious journeys. After some of his followers were attacked, 
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Islam (610 C.E.-today)
You Mean the Muslims Believed in the Same God  
as Jews and Christians?

The Spread of Islam  
Source: http://www.wall-maps.com/classroom/atlas/worldspreadofislam750.gif

The Blue Mosque in Istanbul 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Blue_
Mosque_at_sunset.jpg

Ka’aba in the Grand Mosque 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kaaba_at_night.jpg

After the death of Ali, the caliph (the political and religious leader), there was some  
disagreement about who should come to power next. Some believed that the next 
caliph should be a member of Muhammad’s family. This group became known as the 
Shi’a. Others believed the next caliph did not have to be related to Muhammad but  
had to follow his example. These became the Sunni sect of Islam. This split still  
exists today.

Split into Sunni and Shi’a Sects

Basic Beliefs
Islam is a monotheistic faith that worships one god, Allah. This is the same god of the Jews and Christians. Followers  
of Islam are known as Muslims, which means “one who has submitted” or given in to the will of Allah. Muslims also  
accept the prophets of Judaism and Christianity, including Abraham, Moses and Jesus. After Muhammad’s death in 632 
C.E., scholars wrote down the revelations of Muhammad. These writings formed the Qur’an (Koran) which is the holy 

Muhammad decided to leave Mecca and move north to Medina. He gained many more followers and became not only a 
religious leader, but a political leader too. When Muhammad returned to Mecca, he destroyed the idols of the traditional 
gods at the Ka’aba, and many people converted to Islam. 

book of Islam. The Qur’an was written in Arabic because that was the 
language spoken to Muhammad.  
Muslims may pray or meet at a mosque, an Islamic house of worship. 
They live by a basic set of religious values called the Five Pillars of Islam:
-professing their faith in Allah as the one true god
-praying 5 times a day facing the Ka’aba in the holy city of Mecca 
-giving alms or charity to those less fortunate 
-fasting during the holy month of Ramadan
-completing the hajj or journey to Mecca once in their lifetime 
The beliefs of Islam spread along the trade routes throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa. As the 
Islamic Empire grew, so did the religion.



Islam (cont.) FCPS World I SOL Standards: WHI 8a, 8b and 8c

FCPS HS Social Studies © 2013

Quick Review

2. What was the impact of the death of the caliph, Ali?  

Connection to Today
Islam, as in most religions, has its followers give donations to charity 
to help those in need.   Muslims feel it is their personal responsibility 
to help others.  What do you do in your community to help others?

Resources
Learn 360
● Islamic World (basic beliefs) (http://goo.gl/7ksbs)

● Ka’aba and the Hajj (http://goo.gl/BJB9e)

1. Which title best completes the chart?

A. The empire developed a new government where the people elected the new leader.
B. Islam was divided into Sunni and Shi’a over who should be the rightful successor.
C. Islam lost much of its strength and power and began to weaken the empire.
D. The empire united together to defeat the Christians who killed the caliph.

Key Vocabulary
Prophet: messenger of God

Allah: Arabic word for God and is the same 
God of the Jews and Christians

Revelation: message given by Allah

Mosque: a place of worship for Muslims

Ka’aba: the holiest building in Islam, believed 
to have been built by Abraham.  Muslims face 
the Ka’aba when praying

Monotheism: the belief in one God

Qur’an: the sacred text or holy book of Islam 
written down by followers of Muhammad after 
his death

Hajj: one of the Five Pillars; a pilgrimage or 
journey to Mecca to be taken once in a lifetime

Mosque: a place of worship for Muslims

Caliph: a political and spiritual leader of Islam

Sect: branch of a religion

3. Which statement belongs in the center of the Venn diagram?

A. Five Codes
B. Five Principles
C. Five Pillars
D. Five Commandments

A. Belief in only one god
B. Began in the city of Mecca
C. Prays in a temple
D. The empire united together to defeat the Christians who killed the caliph

4. Explain 3 ways that Judaism, Christianity and Islam are similar.  Explain 3 ways that they are different.


