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Revolutionary War Study Guide  

1. What is parliament?  

Parliament is the English government. 
 
2. Why were the colonists upset about the taxes from Britain? 

They had no representation in Parliament. They did not have a say in making 
the laws. 
 
3. How did Parliament want the government to work in the colonies?  

Parliament wanted to have the right to tax the colonists. Parliament also 
thought they had legal authority over the colonies.  
 
4. How did the colonist want the government to work?   
 

The colonists thought they their local assemblies had legal authority over them. 
They believed they should not be taxed without having any representation in 
Parliament. 
 
5. Define Loyalist:  

A person who was loyal to the king and England.  
 
6. Define: Patriot: 

A person who served in the Continental Army. They fought against the British.  

7. Describe the Battle of Great Bridge.  What year did it take place? Why is it 
important?  
 
It was first the land battle fought in Virginia during the Revolutionary War. It was 
fought on December 9, 1775. The city of Norfolk was capture by the patriots 
and the colonial governor, Lord Dunmore, was forced to flee the city. 
 

 



8. Describe the Battle of Yorktown.  What year did it take place? Why is it 
important?  
 

It was the last battle fought in the Revolutionary War. It ended with the British 
surrendering to the patriots.  
 

9. Explain who said “Give me liberty or give me death!” and what it means. 

Patrick Henry said “give me liberty or give me death!’ It means that he would 
rather be dead than not have his freedom. It inspired the patriots from other 
colonies to speak out against taxation without representation. 
 

10. What was the role of women during the Revolutionary War?  

Took on more responsibilities like running the family farm and by being cooks 
and nurses for the soldiers. 
 
11. What was the role of free and enslaved African Americans during the 
Revolutionary War?  

Free: Divided about the war; some fought with the colonists  

Enslaved: Divided about the war; some fought for the British to become to free 
 
12. What was the role of Native Americans during the Revolutionary War? 

They were divided about the war. Some fought with the colonists and some 
fought with the British.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Describe the contributions of the following Virginians:  

George 
Washington 

 

- Colonel in the French and Indian War 
- Commander of the Continental Army 

 
 

Thomas Jefferson - Wrote the Declaration of Independence 
- Governor of Virginia during the war 

 
 

Patrick Henry - Spoke out against “taxation without 
representation” and inspired other colonists 

 
 
 

James Lafayette - Virginian slave that spied for the 
Continental Army 
- given his freedom after the war 
 
 

Jack Jouett - Captain of the VA militia  
- Rode on horseback through the night 
through the backwoods of Virginia in1781 to 
warn Jefferson and other members of the 
government that the British were coming 
 

 

14. What three things did the Declaration of Independence say?  

- Had the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  
- The authority to govern belongs to the people. 
- All people are created equal. 
 

15. What other name is the Revolutionary War known as? 

The American Revolution. 

 



16. Color the American colonies blue. Color Great Britain red. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


