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Reconstruction Study Guide 

 
1. Why was the period of time after the Civil War called Reconstruction? What is 

Reconstruction? 
 

Reconstruction means to rebuild. During Reconstruction, Congress passed laws 

to help rebuild the nation and bring the southern states back into the Union.    

 

2. Explain the problems that existed with the following during Reconstruction:  
 

  

3. What problems did freed African Americans face? 
 

Millions of freed African Americans were in need of housing, education, 

clothing, food, and jobs. 

 

4. What was the Freedmen’s Bureau?  
 

The Freedmen’s Bureau was a government agency that provide food, schools 

and medical care to freed African Americans. 

 

 

Southern money 

 

 

- money printed by the Confederacy was now 

worthless and southern banks had closed their doors 

 

- State leaders wanted to rebuild but they had no 

money 

 

- the state lacked money to pay its debts 

 

 

 

Crops 

 

 

 

-  Crops had been destroyed and there was no money 

to replant or hire workers to replace the newly freed 

African Americans 

 

 

Buildings, bridges, 

railroads, & 

plantations 

 

 

-  Buildings, bridges, railroads, and plantations were 

completely destroyed and ruined 

 



5. What was sharecropping? 

Sharecropping was a new system of agriculture. Farmers needed workers but 

could not pay them. Farmers would rent land to poor white farmers and African 

Americans. These workers lived on the property and grew crops and paid rent 

through the crops they grew. 

6. What are some of the problems with sharecropping? 
 

Many famers could not grow enough to pay the rent and ended up deeply in 

debt to their landlords.  

 

7. During Reconstruction Northern troops occupied the South.   

 

8. Southern states passed “Jim Crow” laws to establish segregation and 

discrimination against African Americans.  

 

9. What is segregation? 
 

Segregation is the separation of people based on race or religion. 
 

10. What is discrimination?  
 

Discrimination is the unfair differences in the treatment of people. 

 

11. How did “Jim Crow” laws make it almost impossible for African Americans 

to vote or hold public office?  
 

 1. All voters had to pay a poll tax of $6.00. 
 

2. Election officials were allowed to give voters a Literacy Test. They had to 

pass it in order to vote. 

 

12. How did “Jim Crow” laws create segregation?  
 

1. African Americans were forced to use separate poor quality services 

such as restaurants, drinking fountains, and restrooms.  
  

 2. African American and white children had to attend separate schools. 

 
 

 

 



13. How did African Americans react to “Jim Crow” laws? 
 

These laws made African Americans very angry. Many formed groups to fight 

against “Jim Crow” laws. They started to work together to improve their lives 

and communities.  

 

14. What happened to Virginia’s economy after the Civil War?  
 

Virginia’s economy began to grow after the Civil War.  

 

15. What caused cities, businesses, industry, and agriculture to expand? 
 

Railroads and railroad centers caused cities, business, industry, and agriculture 

to expand.  

 

16. Fill in the cause and effect chart below. 

 

 

→   →   → 
 

17.  What happened as more people, businesses, and factories moved to towns 

and cities? 
 

With more people, businesses, and factories moving to towns and cities, small 

towns grew into cities and the need for more and better roads increased.   

18. What was discovered in Tazewell County? What did it cause to happen in 

the rest of Virginia? 
 

Coal deposits were discovered in Tazewell County. This helped to stimulate the 

growth of the mining industry. Railroads carried the coal east to the growing 

seaports of the Coastal Plain region where it was shipped to the rest of the 

world.   

 

19. What other industry became important to Virginia? Why? 
 

Tobacco farming and tobacco products became an important industry in 

Virginia. Since there was a greater supply of tobacco, industries that produced 

tobacco products, such as pipe tobacco and cigarettes grew as well.  
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