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New Nation Study Guide 

1-4. Identify the contributions of the following Virginians to the beginning of the 

United States of America.  

 

George 

Washington 

 

 

- President of Constitutional Convention 

- 1st President of the United States 

- Provided strong leadership to United States 

- “Father of our Country” 

- Served as a model of leadership for future 

presidents 

 

Thomas Jefferson 

- Wrote the Declaration of Independence 

- Wrote VA Statute for Religious Freedom – these 

ideas are included in the 1st Amendment & are the 

basis for the Bill of Rights 

- 3rd President of United States 

- 1803 Louisiana Purchase 

 

 

George Mason 

- Wrote the VA Declaration of Rights – these ideas 

inspired Jefferson when writing the Declaration of 

Independence 

- Bill of Rights was his idea – personal freedoms to 

people 

- Refused to sign Constitution because it did not 

end the slave trade 

 

 

James Madison  

- thought it was important to have a Constitution 

- Skilled at compromise – helped delegates reach 

agreements during the Constitutional Convention 

- kept detailed notes during the Constitutional 

Convention 

- nickname is “Father of the Constitution” 

- 4th President of the United States 

 

 

 

 



5. What was the VA Declaration of Rights?  What did it give the Virginians?  

The VA Declaration of Rights was written in 1776 by George Mason. This 

document is the basis for the Bill of Rights. It said all people should have certain 

rights. It gave Virginians the freedom the press and the freedom of religion. 

6. What was the VA Statute of Religious Freedom?  What did it give the 

Virginians?   

The VA Statute of Religious Freedom was written by Thomas Jefferson. This 

document was the basis for the First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution. It states that all people should be free to worship as they please. 

7. What impact did the VA Statute of Religious Freedom and the VA Declaration 

of Rights have on the US Constitution we have today?  

The ideas from both documents can be found in the Bill of Rights in the US 

Constitution. The Bill of Rights allows people to have certain freedoms within the 

United States government.  

 

8. What is the Cumberland Gap?  
 

The Cumberland Gap is an area of land between two mountains in the 

Appalachian Mountains that made it easier for settlers to migrate west. Daniel 

Boone and his axmen cut a trail through this gap that settlers used as a route 

when migrating. 

9. Name 3 things that the Virginians took with them west when they migrated 

west: 

1. traditions 

2. ideas 

3. cultures 

10. Give 2 reasons why Virginians decided to move west and into the deep 

south. 

1. The soil was worn out from growing tobacco they were looking for better 

farmland. 
 

2. They were looking for new opportunities and large areas of land. 



 

11. What is the Louisiana Purchase?  

 

In 1803 President Thomas Jefferson purchased a huge piece of land from 

France. This purchase was called the Louisiana Purchase. It doubled the size of 

the United States.   

 


