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20th and 21st Century Study Guide 

1. Describe why changes in farming and the growth of Virginia’s cities caused economic and 
social changes.   

 
 

Farming 
 
 

 
- old systems of farming were no longer effective 
- systems were slow and needed too many workers 
- crops prices declined 
- farmers moved to the city in search of new jobs 
 

 
Growth of 

Virginia’s Cities 
 

 

 
- people moved from rural farmlands looking for better jobs 
- factories grew which caused cities to grow 
- improvements in transportation allowed travel to become easier 

 

2. Northern Virginia experienced a lot of growth because of the large number of 

 Federal government jobs located in that area.   

 
3. Starting in the late 20th century and early 21st century Northern Virginia and the Coastal  

Plain region grew due to an increase in computer technology industries.  

4. Which Supreme Court ruling stated that “separate but equal” public schools were 
unconstitutional?   

Brown v. Board of Education said “separate but equal” went against the 14th Amendment.  

5. Public Schools all over the country and in Virginia were order to desegregate.  

6. What is desegregation?  

Desegregation means the abolishment (end) of segregation.  

7. What was Massive Resistance? Who led the movement?  

Massive Resistance was a movement led by United States Senator Harry F. Byrd, Sr. This 
movement was against the desegregation of public schools and forced the governor of 
Virginia to close any school that followed the Supreme Court order.  

 

 



8. Between 1958 and 1959 some public schools were close to avoid integration.  
 
9. In 1959, the Virginia Supreme Court outlawed school closing and the policy of Massive  

Resistance had failed.  Virginia public schools were now integrated OR desegregated.   
 
10. What does Civil Rights mean? 
 
The promise of personal liberty made to citizens by the United States Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights. 
 
11. What four ways did Virginians bring attention to the unfair “Jim Crow” laws in the south? 
 
Boycotts, sit-ins, marches, and protests. 
 
12. What was the Civil Rights Act of 1964? 
 
The Civil Rights Act brought an end to segregation in public schools, restaurants, and other 
places. 
 
13. What was the Voting Rights Act of 1965? 
 
The Voting Rights Act gave black Americans a permanent voice to vote. 
 
14-21. Describe the contributions of the following people: (why were they important; what did 
they do?) 

 
 
14. Maggie L. Walker 

 
- first woman and African American in the United States to run a 
bank 
 

 
 
15. Harry F. Byrd, Sr. 

 
- Governor of Virginia – created the “Pay As You Go” program 
- United States Senator – began a policy of Massive Resistance in 
Virginia 
 
 

 
 
16. Oliver W. Hill, Sr. 

 
- Civil rights lawyer and civil rights leader 
- worked for equal rights for African Americans 
- played an important role in Brown v. Board of Education 
 
 



 
 
17. Arthur R. Ashe, Jr. 

 
- first African American to win a major men’s tennis singles 
championship 
- author who spoke out against racial injustice  

 
 
18. A Linwood Holton, Jr. 

 
- 61st Governor of Virginia 
- promoted racial equality 
- appointed more African Americans and women to state 
government positions than any other governor 
 

 
 
19. L. Douglas Wilder 

 
- 66th Governor of Virginia 
- first African American to be elected a state governor in the 
United States 

 
 
20. Woodrow Wilson 

 
- President of the United States during World War I 
- wrote a plan for world peace 
- worked to create the League of Nations  
- won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1919 
 

 
 
21. George C. Marshall 

 
- military leader during World War II 
- became Secretary of State after World War II 
- proposed the Marshall Plan ! an economic plan to ensure 
world peace that gave countries money, food, and machines 
- won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953 
 

 


