
LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ SCHOOL BOARD PROCLAMATION:  

PROCLAIMING THE CELEBRATION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH IN FEBRUARY 2021 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, noted Black scholar born in Virginia and son of former slaves, 

initiated Negro History Week on February 12, 1926; and  

WHEREAS, the celebration of Black History expanded from one week in February to Black History Month 

in 1976; and 

WHEREAS, during Black History Month, we recognize and celebrate the resilience, influence, and spirit 

that African Americans have shown since our country’s beginning; and 

WHEREAS, especially during Black History Month, we acknowledge and highlight the many 

achievements and profound contributions, made by Black Americans to the economic, cultural, spiritual, 
educational, and political development of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the entire United States; 

and 

WHEREAS, 7.1 percent of enrolled students are Black Americans and 5.9 percent of the Loudoun County 

Public Schools’ workforce has self-identified as Black Americans; and 

WHEREAS, 97.0 percent of Black American students graduated on-time in 2020 (42.0 percent with a 

Standard Diploma and 54.9 percent with an Advanced Diploma), compared to 96.9 percent for all 

students; and  

WHEREAS, as an action step of the Action Plan to Combat Systemic Racism,  the Loudoun County School 
Board, the Administration of Loudoun County Public Schools, and the Loudoun County Board of 

Supervisors sincerely apologized for the operation of segregated schools in Loudoun County through 
1967 and for the negative impact, damage and disadvantages to Black students and families that were 
caused by decisions made by the Loudoun County School Board, LCPS Administration, and the Loudoun 

County Board of Supervisors; and 

WHEREAS, as an action step of the Action Plan to Combat Systemic Racism Loudoun County Public 
Schools has developed and implemented a Comprehensive Equity Plan to ensure student growth and 
success for every child, to create a culturally-responsive and supportive environment, to eliminate 

opportunity gaps, to engage staff in continuous professional learning and coaching on Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Anti-Racism Work; and increased division-wide efforts in diverse recruitment, hiring and 

retention; and 

WHEREAS, the school division collaborates and partners with community-based organizations such as, 

but not limited to the Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC), the Loudoun 
County National PanHellenic Council, the Loudoun Diversity Council, Excellent Options, the Loudoun 
Freedom Center, and the Loudoun Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) to further its efforts of forming strong relationships in a culturally sensitive, responsive, 

and appropriate way; and 

 



 

WHEREAS, as another important stakeholder perspective, student voice is recognized as a critical 

component of this collaboration as shown by the creation of the Student Equity Ambassador Network 

and student-led groups that organize and promote Black American student success and culture; and  

WHEREAS, the Loudoun County Public Schools’ School Board continues to operate with a Select 
Committee on Equity, composed of various stakeholders from the Loudoun community, to demonstrate 

our commitment to closing opportunity gaps for Black American students and creating an educational 
environment where all students can benefit from high quality rigorous educational programs offered; 

and  

WHEREAS, during Black History Month, we focus on the critical role of education in the history of Black 

Americans;  

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Loudoun County School Board, do hereby proclaim February 1st through 

February 28th, 2021 to be BLACK HISTORY MONTH in Loudoun County Public Schools.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Loudoun County School Board strongly encourage our staff and 
community to observe, recognize, and celebrate the culture, heritage, and contributions of Black 
Americans to our country, the Commonwealth of Virginia, our beautifully diverse county, and our 

schools not only during Black History Month but throughout the school year.  
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