
APA Citation 
As simplified from the  

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition 
Available at the FSMS library REF 808 PUB 

 
The Reference page is the listing of the references or sources cited in the paper. It should 
not include any sources not cited in the paper.  
 

 When formatting the Reference page, the page should be titled with the word 
References centered at the top of the page. Below the title is a list of all works cited 
within the paper. Remember do not include any sources not cited within the text of 
the paper. 

 
 If your teacher requires you to include all references consulted during your 

research, label the page Bibliography and include all research materials. 
 

 Each source should begin on a new line with the first line beginning at the left 
margin. All other lines within the citation are indented 1

2
 inch (about 5 spaces). This 

is called a hanging indent. 
 

 Each reference can be either double-spaced or single-spaced, but there needs to be 
at least one blank line between each reference. 

 
 Use italics in place of underlining for titles of books, journals, and newspapers. 

 
 References should be in alphabetical order by the last name of the first author. If no 

author is given, use the first significant word (not “a,” “an,” or “the”) of the title of 
the entry. If the author is an agency, association, or institution, alphabetize by the 
first significant word of the name. Full official names should be used (e.g. American 
Psychological Association, not APA). 

 
 Some common acceptable abbreviations used in a reference list include the 

following: 
o ed.   edition 
o Rev. ed revised edition 
o Ed. (Eds.) Editor (Editors) 
o n.d.  no date 
o Vol.  Volume (as in Vol. 4) 
o p. (pp.) page (pages) 

 



Sample citations:                                               
 

Print Sources                                                                     
 Much of the needed citation information can be found on the title page 
 Capitalize only the first letter of the title. If there is a subtitle also capitalize the first 

letter of the subtitle and any proper nouns. 

Book  
 
(One author) 
 
Author last name, First initial. Middle initial. (Year published). Book title: Capital letter also 

      for subtitle. Location: Publisher. 

 
Example: 
 
Calfee, R. C. (1991). Apa guide to preparing manuscripts for journal 

      publication. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 

 
(Two or more authors – use the “&” symbol between the author names in place of the 
word “and”) 
 
Frank, R. H., & Bernanke, B. (2007). Principles of macro- economics (3rd ed.). Boston, MA:  

     McGraw-Hill/Irwin. 

 
(Edited book, no author) 
 
Duncan, G. J., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (1997). Consequences of growing up poor. New York, 

     NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
(No author or editor – a dictionary is a common example) 
 
Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary (10th ed.). (1993). Springfield, MA:  

     Merriam-Webster. 

 
 



 

Periodical (magazine or journal) 
 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of  Periodical,  

     volume number (issue number), pages. 

 
Example: 
 
Kluger, J. (2008). Why we love. Time, 171(4), 54-60. 
 
For online magazine articles see “electronic sources.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newspaper 
 
Author, A. (year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper. page number. 
 
Example:  
 
Schudel, M. (2009, April 26). Force behind new copyright law. The Washington Post, p. C 8. 
 
 
(If no Author is given the citation begins with the title and alphabetized by the first 
significant word.) 
 
Clark County schools teaching sign, integrating deaf and hearing students.  (1996,  

    January 29). Indiana Daily Student, p. 4. 

 
 
For online newspapers, see “electronic sources.” 

       

 



 
 

Encyclopedia or Reference Book 
 
Author, A. A., (Year). Title of article. In Title of encyclopedia (Volume number, pages).  

     Location: Publisher. 

 
Example:  
 
Kinni, T. B. (2004). Disney, Walt (1901-1966): Founder of the Walt Disney Company. In    

     Encyclopedia of Leadership (Vol. 1, pp. 345-349). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 
(No author for the entry, but an editor is listed. If more than one editor, list the name 
of the lead editor followed by et al.) 
 
Carlisle, R. (Ed.). (2001). Encyclopedia of the atomic age. New York, NY: Facts on File, Inc. 
 
(For major reference works with a large editorial board, list the name of the lead editor, followed by et al.) 

 
 
 



Electronic Sources     
When possible provide URL addresses (that work) to specific documents  
rather than the home or menu pages.  
 

Website 
 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved  

     from http://Web address 

 
Examples: 
 
(With an author) 
 
Wilson, A. (2002, December 12). Tigers. Retrieved from 

      http://www.nationalgeographic.com/tigers 

 
(website published by an organization) 
 
American Psychological Association. (n.d.). APAstyle.org: Electronic references. Retrieved   

     from http://www.apa.org/journals/webref.html  

  
(website with no author) 
 
I Love Lucy: Series summary. (2008). Retrieved from 

     http://www.sitcomsonline.com/ilovelucy.html  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online articles 
 
Online magazine 
Clay, R. (2008, June). Science v. ideology: Psychologists fight back about the misuse of  

     research. Monitor on Psychology, 39(6). Retrieved from http://www.apa.org/monitor/  

 
Online newspaper 
Brody, J.E. (2007, December 11). Mental reserves keep brain agile. The New York Times.  

     Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com 

 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/tigers
http://www.apa.org/journals/webref.html
http://www.sitcomsonline.com/ilovelucy.html
http://www.apa.org/monitor/
http://www.nytimes.com/


 

Databases 
Cite databases just as you would their print counterpart but include the date retrieved and the name 
of the database. 
 

Encyclopedia database 
 
Author, A. A. (Year) Title of article. Encyclopedia name. Retrieval from database name. 
 
Examples: 
 
McClung, R. M. (2009). Elephants. The New Book of Knowledge®. Retrieved from  

     Grolier Online.  

 
EBSCO Host – Scientific American example: 
 
Regis, E. (2009) The Science of Spore. Scientific American, 300 (1), 90. Retrieved from   

     Scientific American Archive Online database.  

 
Newsbank database 
 
Author name. (Year, Month day). Article Title. Newspaper Title  (edition, if available),  

     Starting page. Retrieved from NewsBank on-line database (Database  

     Name, Record No.). 

  
Example: 
 

Ruane, M (2009, March 25). Endangered and Adorable Zoo Research Center Celebrates  

     Leopard Cubs. The Washington Post, F, A1. Retrieved from NewsBank   

     on-line database (Access World News)  

 
 



 

Citing References in Text 
 
APA references are cited within text using author-date citation system. Each 
reference cited within text must be listed in the reference list, and each entry in the 
reference list must be cited in the text. 
 
The author-date citation method requires the last name of the author and the year of 
publication be inserted in text following the material referenced. 
 
Example: 
 
Don’t make decisions about things you do not understand. (Johnson, 2004) 
 
For two authors use last names only – (Wilson & Douglas, 2003) 
 
For three to five authors list all the authors and the year of publication the first time 
the sources is cited. 
 
Example: 
(Bradley, Wilson, Young, & Dorsey, 1999) 
 
For subsequent citations only use the first author’s last name followed by “et al.”  
 
Example: 
(Bradley et al., 1999) 
 
When there is no author identified, cite in the text the first few words of the 
reference entry (usually the title) and the year. Use double quotation marks around 
titles of articles, chapters, or web page and italicize the title of a periodical, book, 
brochure, or report. 
 
Example: 
Article: (“Mammals,” 2007) 
Webpage: (World Almanac, 2008) 
 
When identifying two or more references within the same parentheses, order the 
citations alphabetically as they appear in the reference list. Separate the citations 
with a semicolon. 
 
Examples: 
(Johnson, 2004; Wilson & Douglas, 2003) 
(Johnson, 2004; Bradley et al., 1999) 
 
 
 



 

Need More Information?     
 
 

 http://www.citationmachine.net/ 

 
 http://www.library.cornell.edu/resrch/citmanage/apa 

 
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  

 
 

http://www.citationmachine.net/
http://www.library.cornell.edu/resrch/citmanage/apa
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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