
The Boreal/Taiga Forest:  
A Quick Reference 
Geographic Location: 

- Between 50 and 60 degrees North latitude 
- Inland Canada and Alaska 
- Most of Sweden, Finland, and Norway 
- Much of Russia 
- Northern parts of Mongolia and Japan 

Climate: 
- Temperature range: -65°F to 86°F 
- Extremely long winter months followed by a short summer 
- Low precipitation amounts (between 15-20 inches per year) 
- Precipitation includes rain, snow, and fog 

Soil: 
- Cold, nutrient poor 
- Acidic due to fallen pine needles 
- Lots of leaching occurs 
- Frozen during winter months 

Native Plants: 
- Norway Spruce 
- Coniferous Trees 
- Sweet Grass 
- Common Wood Sorrel 

Native Animals: 
- 4th order: Hawks, Wolves 
- 3rd order: Red Fox, Grizzly Bear 
- 2nd order: Trout, Salmon 
- 1st order: Plankton 

Keystone Species: 
- Scots Pine 
- Squirrels, mice, and voles depend on its pines for food 
- Many mosses depend on the Scots Pine to grow on 

Indicator Species: 
- Siberian Tiger 
- Its presence indicates special biodiversity 

Endangered Species: 
- Grizzly bear 
- Reasons include livestock depredation, habitat deterioration, unregulated hunting, and commercial trapping 

Invasive Species: 
- Spruce bark beetle 
- Originated in Europe, these insects feed off the bark on trees, leading to tree damage and in severe cases, this 

could kill the tree 
Ecosystem services that it provides: 

- Provides Salmon for human consumption 
- Traps and stores carbon which helps protect against global warming 

Human Impact: 
- Oil drilling (major companies are trying to extract oil from the forest, causing lots of damage to the area) 
- Logging (cutting down trees and turning it into timber/logs) 

Two Interesting Facts: 
- The boreal forest is named after Boreas, the Greek god of the North wind. 
- To date, only 12% of boreal forest is protected around the globe -- and over 30% has already been designated for 

logging, energy and other development 


