
School News          Go Red Wings!

School Holidays

October 14th and October 28th
Make plans now  to enjoy  the long weekend!

School Attendance 

Being in school on time every day is important for 
student success.  Research shows that consistent 
school attendance correlates highly with positive 
student achievement.  Students need to be in the 
classroom, unpacked, and ready to start the school 
day when the bell rings at 7:50 A.M.  Thank you for
getting your child to school on time. 

Conferences
Student-led, parent-teacher conferences will be 
taking place at the end of October and into early 
November. A link to sign up has been sent out by 
your child's teacher.  Students and their parent/
guardian are expected to attend. We look forward 
to sharing the time with you and discussing your 
child’s progress! 

Classroom News        
Imagine, Believe, Soar!! 

Check out what we’re learning about! 

Reading  Context clues; roots, affixes, synonyms, 
antonyms and homophones; language, setting, & 
characters on plot development; and identifying 
themes
Math  Patterns, Elapsed Time, Multiplication and 
Division
WritingRealistic Fiction
*Science  Virginia Resources and Earth's 
Patterns, Cycles and Change
*VA Studies  Virginia's First People & 
Jamestown

*See attached curriculum guide
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PBIS Character Trait of the Month: 
Respect

All month long, we will discuss and recognize 
respect at school, at home and in the community.  
Please reinforce respect at home.

"Every human being, of whatever origin, 
of whatever station, deserves respect. 

We must each respect others even as we 
respect ourselves."

– U. Thant
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Fall 
Spectacular 

Book Fair 
Begins*

*Book Fair ends on 10/18
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V I R G I N I A S T U D I E S

Talk About It!
• Brainstorm what local names of
rivers, towns, streets, or schools
might have derived from native
peoples. Then, based on the region in
which you live, guess from which
major language group the word may
have come.

• Recall family trips to museums and
parks where you have seen American
Indian artifacts. Review what you
learned about archaeology at those
visits.

• Discuss the term “Eastern
Woodland” in relation to forests you
have seen around your home and
around the state. When you
encountered a lack of trees, were the
trees naturally absent, or had they
been removed by people?

• Think about how your family life
changes with Virginia’s distinct
seasons and compare that to what
your child has learned about how the
Virginia Indians of long ago adapted
to the seasons.

• Plan an outing to visit a current
state-recognized tribe. 

What Are We Studying?
This chapter includes VS.2 d-g and develops students’
understanding of Virginia’s native peoples both past and
present. Your child will learn the locations, languages, and
cultures of Virginia Indians, as well as how they related to
the environment. Your child will also learn how
archaeologists help us study evidence from the past.

Great Places to Visit
If you live near a present-day tribe, call to learn about public
events, such as powwows and family activities.
• Check with your local art or history museums for exhibits
about American Indian life.
• Consider a visit to the Monacan Ancestral Museum in
Amherst, the Native American Village Complex in Natural
Bridge, the Pamunkey Indian Museum and Pottery in
King William, or the Virginia Museum of Natural History
in Martinsville. 

THE
SOL NEWS
CHAPTER 2

VIRGINIA’S
FIRST PEOPLE
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d) locating three American Indian language
groups (the Algonquian, the Siouan, and the
Iroquoian) on a map of Virginia.
• Christopher Columbus called the people he found in
the lands he explored “Indians,” because he thought he
was in the Indies (near China).
• Artifacts, such as arrowheads, pottery, and other
tools, tell a lot about the people who lived in Virginia.
• American Indians have always been closely
connected to the land. They did not believe in land
ownership.
• Algonquian languages were spoken primarily in the
Tidewater region; the Powhatan were part of this
group.
• Siouan languages were spoken primarily in the
Piedmont region; the Monacan were part of this group.
• Iroquoian languages were spoken in Southwestern
Virginia and in Southern Virginia near what is today
North Carolina; the Cherokee were part of this group.
e) describing how American Indians related to
the climate and their environment to secure
food, clothing, and shelter.
• The climate in Virginia is relatively mild with
distinct seasons – spring, summer, fall, and winter –
resulting in a variety of vegetation.
• Forests, which have a variety of trees, cover most of
the land. Virginia’s Indians are referred to as Eastern
Woodland Indians.
• The kinds of food they ate, the clothing they wore,
and the shelters they had depended upon the seasons.
• Foods changed with the seasons. In winter they
hunted birds and animals and lived on stored foods
from the previous fall. In spring they hunted, fished,
and picked berries. In summer they grew crops (beans,
corn, squash). In fall they harvested crops and hunted
for foods to preserve and keep for the winter.
• Animal skins (deerskin) were used for clothing.
• Shelter was made from materials around them.
• Native peoples of the past farmed, hunted, and
fished. They made homes using natural resources.
They used animal skins for clothing.

• Today most native peoples live like other
Americans. Their cultures have changed over time.

f) describing how archaeologists have recovered
newmaterial evidence through sites including
Werowocomoco and Jamestown.
• Archeologists study all kinds of material evidence
left from people of the past.
• Werowocomoco was a large Indian town, located on
the York River, used by Indian leaders for several
hundred years before the English settlers came. It was
the headquarters of the leader, Powhatan, in 1607.
• Jamestown became the first permanent English
settlement in North America. Archeologists have
discovered the site of the original fort. The recovered
artifacts give archeologists clues about the
interactions of the Indians, English, and Africans in
early Virginia.
g) describing the lives of American Indians in
Virginia today.
• American Indians, whose ancestors have lived in
Virginia for thousands of years before 1607, continue
to live in all parts of the state today.
• Virginia Indians live and work as modern
Americans. Many practice ancient traditions and
crafts while incorporating new customs over time.
• The current state-recognized American Indian tribes
are located in regions throughout Virginia.
• The tribes maintain tribal museums and lands on
which they hold public festivals called powwows. The
powwow is a way of teaching American Indians and
visitors about American Indian culture, past and
present.
• Today, Virginia Indians maintain their strong
cultural heritage through drumming, singing, dance,
art, jewelry, clothing, crafts, pottery, and storytelling.
• Virginia Indians contribute to American society as
active citizens who vote, hold office, and work in
communities.

Essential Knowledge for Chapter 2 (VS.2 d-g)

The student will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between physical
geography and the lives of the native peoples, past and present, of Virginia by:
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V I R G I N I A S T U D I E S

Talk About It!
• Share examples of the space race or
the current race for alternative fuels.
Talk about the political and economic
motivations behind these challenges.
Draw a connection from these current
events to Europe’s motivation for
exploration and settlement in the 1600s.

• Discuss what types of people you
would want to bring with you on an
exploration to Jamestown. For fun,
decide which family members and
friends could share valuable skills on
this adventure.

• Imagine your family lived in
Jamestown. Determine the roles each
family member would take.

• Brainstorm a list of reasons why
families make your community
stronger.

• Recall a time your immediate or
extended family found itself in a
challenge that was harder than you had
expected. Discuss how your family
handled the situation.

What Are We Studying?
The story of our modern American nation began right
here in Virginia, in a swampy place that a group of weary
English settlers named Jamestown. Students will learn
about the first permanent settlement in British North

America, discuss the
reasons for
colonization,
experience life there,
and learn about
Virginia's evolving
system of
government. They
will also discover how
Virginia became a

diverse colony and how, for a while, the native people and the 
English settlers established trading relationships. Through 
historical accounts, students will learn how the English 
settlers found life in Virginia harder than they expected.

          Great Places to Visit
Historic Jamestowne in Colonial National Park is the 
original site of the Jamestown Settlement. It is operated by 
the National Park Service.
• Jamestown Settlement is adjacent to the original site. It
is a private living history museum with a reconstructed
settler’s fort, ships, a Powhatan village, and museum.
• Henricus Historical Park in Chesterfield County, Virginia
is a re-creation of the second English settlement, the Citie
of Henricus.

THE
SOL NEWS
CHAPTER 3
JAMESTOWN
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R E P R O D U C I B L E 3 3 2 O F 2

a) explaining the reasons for English colonization.
• England wanted to establish anAmerican colony to increase its
wealth and power to compete with other European nations.
• England hoped to find silver and gold inAmerica.
• AnAmerican settlement would furnish raw materials while
opening new markets for trade.
• Jamestown was primarily an economic venture.
• The stockholders of the Virginia Company of London financed
the settlement of Jamestown.
• Jamestown, founded in 1607, became the first permanent
English settlement in British NorthAmerica.

b) describing the economic and geographic influences on
the decision to settle at Jamestown.
• When the settlers arrived in 1607, they founded Jamestown on a
narrow peninsula bordered on three sides by the James River.
Today, Jamestown is located on an island in the James River due to
the erosion of the Jamestown peninsula.
• Instructions from England told the settlers to go inland and find
a suitable place for their colony.
• The location could be easily defended from attack by sea (by
the Spanish).
• The water along the shore was deep enough for ships
to dock.
• They believed they had a good supply of fresh water.
• Natural resources from Jamestown included timber
and iron.

c) describing the importance of the charters of the Virginia
Company of London in establishing the Jamestown
settlement.
• The King of England granted charters to the Virginia Company
of London to establish a settlement in NorthAmerica, define the
physical boundaries of the colony, and extend English rights to the
settlers.

d) identifying the importance of the General Assembly
(1619) as the first representative legislative body in English
America.
• In 1619 the governor of Virginia called a meeting of the General
Assembly. The General Assembly included two representatives,
called “burgesses,” from each of the divisions of Virginia along
with the governor’s council and the governor. They met as one
legislative body. At that time, only certain free adult men had a
right to take part.
• By the 1640s, the burgesses became a separate legislative body,
called the House of Burgesses. They met separately from the
governor’s Council as one of the two legislative bodies of the
General Assembly.

• The current Virginia General Assembly dates back to 1619 with
the establishment of the General Assembly and its burgesses in
Jamestown. It was the first elected legislative body in English
NorthAmerica giving some settlers the opportunity to take part in
controlling their own government.
e) identifying the impact of the arrival of Africans and
English women to the Jamestown settlement.
• Portuguese sailors capturedAfrican men and women from what
is present-dayAngola. The legal status of these earlyAfrican men
and women, as either servants or enslaved persons, once they
arrived in Virginia is unknown.
• Africans arrived in Virginia against their will in 1619.
• The arrival of Africans made it possible to expand the tobacco
economy.
• The arrival of additional women in 1620 made it possible for
more settlers to start families, which helped to establish Jamestown
as a permanent colony in Virginia.
f) describing the hardships faced by the settlers at
Jamestown and the changes that took place to ensure
survival.
• The site they chose to live on was marshy and lacked safe
drinking water.
• Adrought at the time of settlement reduced the amount of food
available to everyone in Virginia.
• The settlers lacked some skills necessary to provide for
themselves.
• Many settlers died of starvation and disease.
• The arrival of ships bringing supplies and new settlers, the
forced work program under the strong leadership of Captain John
Smith, the development of new settlements that spread away from
the unhealthy environment of Jamestown, and the emphasis on
agriculture resulted in the survival of the colony.
g) describing the interactions between the English settlers
and the native peoples, including the role of Powhatan in the
survival of the settlers.
• Captain John Smith initiated trading relationships with the
native peoples.
• The native peoples traded food, fur, and leather with the English
in exchange for tools, pots, and copper for jewelry.
• The native peoples contributed to the survival of the Jamestown
settlers in several ways.
• Powhatan, chief of many tribes, provided leadership to his
people and taught the settlers survival skills.
• Pocahontas, daughter of Powhatan, served as a contact between
the native peoples and the English.
• The native peoples showed the settlers how to plant corn and
harvest tobacco.
• Over time, the native peoples realized the English settlement
would continue to grow.
• The native peoples came to see the settlers as invaders who
would take over their land.

Essential Knowledge for Chapter 3 (VS.3)
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the first permanent English settlement in 

America by:



REPRODUCIBLE 112 

GRADE FOUR 

SCIENCE 
UPDATE 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

OUR GREAT STATE 

Take a closer look at Virginia's natural 
resources. They are all around you! 

................................................................................................ , .................................................................................

LEARNING AT HOME 
With Virginia all around us, no matter where you live, it is great 
fun to enhance this standard at home. There are examples to be 
found in almost every part of our state. 
• While you are driving across town or to the next town, keep
your eye out for natural and human-made resources, such as
rivers, lakes, bays, coal, limestone, granite, sand, gravel, lumber,
and forests. Point them out to your child.
• Take a walk with your child. Note to each other all the natural
and human-made resources you see, hear, or smell.
• Have your child collect some natural resources (sticks, rocks,
leaves, etc.) and make a new human-made resource from them
(bowl, spoon, scoop, axe, etc.).
• Talk to your child about the body of water nearest your home.
Discuss if it is a river, lake, or bay and how it is fed. Go visit it
and notice tributaries to it. Then discuss its mouth and where it
travels next.

. • If you live near the Chesapeake Bay, or a major river that feeds 
: into the Chesapeake Bay, there are parks and museums near you 

that would be fun to visit and will help the whole family learn 
more about the watershed. 
• As a family, make a list of the things you do to help protect
Virginia's natural resources. Then make a second list of some
other ideas you'd like to try.
• Point out mineral sources in your neighborhood and home.
• With 22 Virginia State Forests, hopefully there is one near you.
Find out at: http://www.dof.virginia.gov/index.htm and
visit or take a day trip to the George Washington and Jefferson
National Forests. See http://www.fs.usda.gov/gwj/
• Search for the nearest mining museum to you and/ or point
out coal cars passing on train tracks.

Virginia's Resources 
4.8 The student will investigate and understand important 

Virginia natural resources. Key concepts indude: 

• Watersheds and water 
• Plants and animals 
• Minerals, rocks and ores 
• Forest, soil and land  

WHAT IS EXPECTED 
OF MY CHILD 

In order to meet this standard, it is expected that 
students will: 

• compare and contrast natural and human-made
resources.
• distinguish among rivers, lakes, and bays;
describe characteristics of each; and name an
example of each in Virginia.
• create and interpret a model of a watershed.
Evaluate the statement: -We all live downstream.
• identify watershed addresses.
• recognize the importance of Virginia's mineral
resources, including coal, limestone, granite, and
sand and gravel.
• appraise the importance of natural and cultivated
forests in Virginia.
• describe a variety of soil and land uses important
in Virginia.

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• = •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
• 
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SCIENCE
UPDATE

GRADE FOUR

CHAPTER SEVEN
EARTH PATTERNS, CYCLES, AND CHANGE

Blast off into outer space to learn more about our 
planet and our solar system

R E P RODUC I B L E  9 2

Copyright 2012, Five Ponds Press. All Rights Reserved

HELP YOUR CHILD 
TRY THESE ACTIVITIES

With space right outside our doors, families have many
opportunities to further explore what we are doing in class.
Try some of these ideas:
• When it comes to space, you can actually see more than
you think with good binoculars. Spend some night time
outside with your child and a telescope or binoculars. Have
your child draw a sketch of what he or she sees and/or
compare what is seen over a few days or weeks.
• Make a family outing of visiting a nearby planetarium. Try
the Arlington Planetarium in Arlington, Pittsylvania County
Schools Planetarium in Chatham, Chesapeake Planetarium
in Chesapeake, Falls Church High School Planetarium in
Falls Church, J. Calder Wicker Planetarium in Fork Union,
John C. Wells Planetarium in Harrisonburg, Abbitt
Planetarium at the Virginia Living Museum in Newport
News, Mary D. Pretlow Planetarium or Norfolk State
University Planetarium in Norfolk, Radford University
Planetarium in Radford, Science Museum of Western
Virginia in Roanoke, and the Virginia Beach City Public
Schools Planetarium in Virginia Beach. 
•  Discover when the International Space Station will be
viewable from Virginia by using NASA’s Sightings by City.
http://spaceflight1.nasa.gov/realdata/sightings/

•  Build some models. Choose to either make a model of the
solar system or make a model of one planet with accurate
colors and surface conditions. Use any materials you see fit.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF MY CHILD
In order to meet this standard, 
it is expected that students will:

•  name the eight planets and describe whether they are a
terrestrial planet or a gas giant.
•  sequence the eight planets in the solar system based
on their position from the sun. (Mercury is the first from
the sun, Venus is the second, etc.) 
•  sequence the eight planets in the solar system based
on size (Jupiter is the largest, Saturn is next, etc.) 
•  construct a simple model of the sun and the planets in
our solar system. 
•  differentiate between rotation and revolution
•  describe how Earth’s axial tilt causes the seasons.
•  model the formation of the eight moon phases,
sequence the phases in order, and describe how the phases
occur. 
•  describe the major characteristics of the sun, including
its approximate size, color, age, and overall composition. 
•  create and describe a model of the Earth-moon-sun
systemwith approximate scale distances and sizes. 
•  compare and contrast the surface conditions of Earth,
the moon, and the sun. 
• compare and contrast an Earth-centered to the sun-
centered model of the solar system. 
•  analyze the differences in what Aristotle, Ptolemy,
Copernicus, and Galileo observed and what influenced
their conclusions.
•  describe a contribution of the NASA Apollo missions
to our understanding of the moon. 
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