
 

Trailside Band 
Michelle Robbins-Director, Garry Wright-Director 

The band program at 
TMS will provide students 
with a challenging and 
rewarding experience in the 
area of music performance. 
Students will learn valuable 
lifetime skills such as 
independence, responsibility, 
and the ability to work with 
others towards a common 
goal. During daily classroom 
activities, students will be 
given new musical concepts to 
take home and practice. In 
addition, students will review 
and study theory concepts and 
music history. Students should 
develop a regular routine of 
practice time. Please 
encourage the sounds created 
in your homeJ  
 By participating in 
band, we are confident that 
your child will gain a long-
term appreciation for the value 
of music. 
 

 

Please see Mr. 
Wright’s webpage 
for details. 
https://www.lcps.

Save the Date! 

Our Philosophy 

Welcome to Band at Trailside 
Middle School!! 

We would like to welcome each student to the 
Trailside Middle School Band Program. This handbook 
has been written to provide you with a detailed description 
of the Trailside Band program. Parents, please take time 
with your child to familiarize yourselves with the 
handbook. Once you have reviewed the handbook, please 
fill out the band contract stating you understand TMS 
Band policies and procedures located on the last page. 

Contracts Due  
9/4 

6th grade 
9/4 
This will be the 
first day that 6th 
graders will bring 
instruments J!! 

Jazz Auditions 
 

Please go to our 
web page and fill 
out the Band 
Contract Form. 
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Band Class Expectations 
 

The Student: 

-Will arrive to class on time, assemble his/her 
instrument and be seated in assigned chair. 

-Will come to rehearsal prepared with a working 
instrument, book, music, pencil, and any supplies for 
the instrument. (i.e. extra reeds, valve/slide oil, drum 
sticks, mallets, etc.) 

-Will show respect for classmates, teacher, music, and 
all equipment.  

 
-Will not play your instrument until instructed to do so. 
 
-Will not play another student’s instrument, including 
percussion equipment. 
 
-Understands that if you cannot play due to illness, 
dental work, etc…the director requires a note from the 
doctor, parent or guardian. 

 
-Understands that gum, food, soda, and candy are not 
permitted in any area of the music department. 
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Grading Procedures 
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Formative Assessments 
 
Class Participation 
Students are expected to come to class on time 
with their instrument, method book, concert 
music and a pencil. Scores for theory 
worksheets, written homework assignments, 
daily posture and hand position, will be major 
components of this portion of your grade. 
 
Practice Time- Students should practice a 
total of 120 minutes a week (6th grade - 90min.). 
Students will be required to show signed 
practice time at the end of each week in the 
front of his/her method book. Students will 
receive a weekly assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice Recipe 
Practice Only The Days You Eat!! 

3-5 min. of warm-up 
5-6 min. of scales 
7-8 min. of music 
3-5 min. of FUN music!! 
2-3 min. of warm down 

“Practice doesn’t make 
perfect, perfect practice 
makes perfect” 
 
 

1

Summative Assessments 
 
Tests/ Quizzes-This grade will be based 
upon individual performance skills on his/ her 
instrument. This will include excerpts from 
music, lines in the book, and scales from 
memory. 
 
Performance/After School 
Rehearsal Attendance- This portion of 
a student’s grade is based on after school 
rehearsal, evening concert attendance, and 
appropriate concert attire. If there is no concert 
during a grading period, refer to student’s 
quarterly syllabus for performance unit 
expectations. 
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Concert Procedures 

Band, Chorus, Guitar, and Orchestra ensembles in the 

Loudoun County Public Schools are performing groups, 

meaning that performance is one major component of each 

of these courses. Rehearsal and concert attendance is 

mandatory.  Both are graded.  Rehearsal and concert dates 

are given well in advance and include some after-school 

and evening events.  In case of illness or emergency, 

contact your teacher via e-mail or phone. 

If a student consistently fails to follow classroom expectations (including being prepared to perform assigned 

music and following classroom rules and procedures), will not be permitted to participate in mandatory 

concerts and rehearsals.  An alternate/graded assignment will be given, which may include written and/or 

performance work. 

 

Appropriate Concert Attire is Required 

6th and 7th Grade  
 

-White dress shirt with collar  
-Black dress pants/ Black belt 
-Black socks 
-Solid black dress shoes 

8th Grade 
 
-Black dress shirt 
-Black dress pants  
-Black dress socks/hose 
-Solid black dress shoes 

-Red Accessory (ex. red tie, red scarf, red headband) 
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Calendar 
 
Please use the following link to access the band calendar� 
https://www.lcps.org/Page/195313#calendar236544/20190827/month 
 
 

Click link below to fill out Mandatory 
Band Contract. Thank youJ  
 
Click HERE  
 
 

Trailside Middle School 

Michelle Robbins, Director of Bands  
Email- Michelle.Robbins@lcps.org 
Gary Wright, Director of Bands 
Email- Garry.Wright@lcps.org 
20325 Claiborne Parkway Ashburn, VA 20147 
571.252.2280 

TMS BAND  
 


