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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Joe Dolansky 

March 2017 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

March has finally arrived. We have been so fortunate with all 

this warm weather, I feel like spring is just around the 

corner.  Since we have had no snow days, our teachers are 

on track to get our curriculum covered so students are 

prepared for their future, as well as, any end of year 

assessments. I think we are all ready for the spring outside 

activities. 

 

During the first week of March, students are celebrating 

Read Across America Week recognizing Dr. Seuss’ birthday, 

by dressing as a favorite Dr. Seuss character on Thursday, 

March 2nd.  Our PBIS tank is full!!! To celebrate, we are 

having a “Snowed In” Day on Friday, March 3rd. We will 

have a pajama day and “pretend” we are snowed in at 

school.  We figured we all deserve a least one snow this 

year.   

 

Be on the lookout for the yearbook order forms. Pictures will 

be taken March 7. More information will be sent home soon.  

 

On a more serious note, please remember that it is unlawful 

to enter the bus loop before 7:50 am. I know that many 

parents drive their children to school when it is cold or rainy 

and due to our unusual configuration, this makes the car line 

very hectic in the mornings. Please remember that Loudoun 

County offers bus transportation for the majority of 

Moorefield students, so please consider this option. As 

always, we are looking at ways to keep our children safe as 

they enter the building. Please do not ask your child to walk 

across the busy traffic to enter the building.  

 

We are gearing up for the busy spring season with SOL 

testing, benchmark assessments, and after school activities. 

Our school will be participating in “One Book, One School” 

again this year and our teachers will be looking for guest 

readers. I hope you will be able to participate. Spring 

activities and much more will soon be upon us, and by 

working together, we will ensure success for all of our 

students.  

 

 

As always, please contact me with any questions or 

concerns. 

Karen D. Roche - Principal 

Important Events for March: 

March 2 – Read Across America Day 

March 3 – “Snowed In” Celebration (Pajama Day) 

March 3 – Fifth Gr Service Club, “America’s Tooth  

     Fairy Collection” Ends 

March 7 – Spring Picture Day 

March 8 – Interims Sent Home 

March 8 – Kindergarten Field Trip 

March 12 – Daylight Saving Time 

March 16 – Harlem Wizards Visit, 1:30pm 

March 16 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

March 17 – Fourth Gr Field Trip to Mt. Vernon 

March 31 – Spring Book Fair Shopping Begins 

April 1 – Moorefield Station vs Cedar Lane Basketball 

  Game 

April 6 – Spring Book Fair Ends 

 

 

 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS: 

Dropping Off and Picking Up your children is becoming 

unsafe. Here are some reminders: 

Car drop off is a long line but can be a “well oiled machine” 

if everyone follows these steps: 

 Pull up as far as you can on the gym’s curb side. 

 Parents – do NOT get out of your car to assist in your 

children’s exit (ie. disarm child safety locks) and 

continue to pull up until a faculty member opens the 

door. 

 Do not allow your children to walk unescorted 

across the road/parking lot. 

 Do not pass other cars or U Turn while waiting in 

line. 

 Please remind your children to move quickly when 

exiting the car and walking to class. 

 Reminder:  Busses are the fastest mode of 

transportation to and from school. 

 When the last bus is unloaded each day, we then 

count EVERY student in the car line as “tardy”. 

 The least congested part of the morning is usually 

from 7:30am to 7:40am. 
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A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

 During the month of March, the students will continue to 

learn about Jazz music, in particular, Bebop, and our 

Composer/Musician of the Quarter Charlie Parker. 

Encourage them to share their favorite piece with you!  

Spring chorus rehearsals have begun! Our Spring concert 

will be held on June 1st at 6:30 PM, here at Moorefield 

Station. Lyrics and practice tracks are posted on the music 

page. Check the website if you have questions, or to find 

more information. We encourage you to visit our website 

regularly at http://www.lcps.org/mses. If you are unsure 

about a date or time, we post that information as well.  

First grade continues to work on reading rhythms using 

quarter and eight note patterns. Second grade is learning 

the half note, as well as the unpitched percussion 

instruments. We have begun learning our music for the 

second grade musical, “Too Much Noise," which will be held 

on Thursday, April 6 at 6:30pm.   Third grade has been 

introduced to sixteenth notes, and we are also singing in 

cannon and round. Fourth grade continues to sharpen their 

recorder skills, as well as, learn how to play a major scale, 

and label triplets. Fifth grade is learning a new instrument 

ensemble, which will accompany "Peace, Love, and Lots of 

Little Crickets," for the Spring Chorus Concert. A survey for 

fifth grade students interested in being part of the instrument 

ensemble will be published soon.  

Visit our website to find a general and tentative listing of 

concepts for each grade level, which will be covered in 

music class this month. If you’d like to find out more about 

what we are doing in class, ask your child! We encourage 

you to visit our website regularly. If you are unsure about a 

date or time, we post that information as well. 

 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

During the month of March, students will continue to enjoy a 

variety of challenging lessons.   

 

Students in kindergarten will figure out the connection 

between the letters of the alphabet and the “tomorrow” 

ideas they represent in the creative book called Tomorrow’s 

Alphabet. Kindergarteners will then use their Creating 

Thinking Key to “write a picture”.   

 

First graders will be partnering up for both our lessons this 

month. First, students will work cooperatively to solve 

various analogies. Then, students will figure out interesting, 

often funny, alphabet drawings in our An Alphabet You 

Never Met lesson.   

 

In 2nd grade, students will work in teams to complete shape 

puzzles in our Silent Geometry lesson. To wrap up the 

month, students will be introduced to and asked to solve 

doublets (also referred to as word chains).   

 

Third grade students will discuss the importance of self-

reflection and utilize their Evaluating Thinking Key as they 

assess their own work. Students will then work cooperatively 

to interpret and answer questions about a very strange map.   

 

Fourth graders will tap into their linguistic knowledge to 

complete not-your-average word search in our Word Round 

Up lesson. Students will work cooperatively to solve a 

couple Perfectly Perilous math problems. 

 

Please check my website for the most updated information 

on LCPS Gifted services, eligibility criteria, and important 

dates and deadlines. The site is located on our school page 

under Specialists. 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

Students in grades first through fifth have been busy artists. 

The two full-day kindergarten classes recently finished 

making mug drawings using repeating pattern. The first 

grade classes have finished a lesson based on the artwork of 

Jim Dine. They used hearts as the subject and added 

complex patterns inside and around each heart. Both second 

grade and third grade classes created an optical illusion 

using types of line and warm and cool colors. The second 

graders made a wavy heart design. Third grade made a 

bulging heart design. Then, the students added a shadow 

and highlight to give the illusion that the heart was popping 

out of the page.  The third grade classes have created 

wonderful hot cocoa mug drawings. The students creatively 

added various patterns and color. The fourth graders 

worked with one-point perspective to create an Op Art heart 

design. They reviewed warm and cool colors for the final 

step. Finally, the fifth graders as worked on difficult Op Art 

design. The students use rulers to create a checkered 

background. Then they added curved lines through their 

heart to give the illusion that it was popping from the middle 
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of the page. So many creative ways to create an optical 

illusion! 

Throughout the month of March, the students will begin 

creating art from around the world. We will discover new 

techniques and interesting art facts! 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
 

This month students in grade 2 took the CogAT test on the 

computer. Kindergarten students celebrated the 100th day 

of school with pictures of themselves 100 years from now. 

Teachers took pictures of each student using the Aging 

Booth app on the ipads to see what they’d look like 100 

years from now.  

 

In 5th grade, Mr. Kelley’s class completed a reading project 

using Minecraft. Each student was given a plot in Minecraft 

in which they had to build and recreate their favorite scene 

from the book.  

 

Finally, all students prepared and participated in STEM 

night. Each grade level prepared hands on STEM activities 

for student and parents. We showcased our 3D printer and 

Minecraft server in the computer lab along with many STEM 

activities from our Makerspace.  

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

Our second BOOK FAIR is March 30 – April 6.  This will be a 

SIGNATURE fair, like the one in October.  We earn a 

percentage of sales in the form of cash profit and free 

books/materials.  Our library collection is still growing, so 

we are excited to be able to add more books!  The book fair 

is most successful with the help of many, many volunteers.  

Please consider volunteering – even if it’s just one day for an 

hour.  Volunteers receive 10% off of their purchases at the 

fair (not valid online).  Please look for an email coming soon 

for information about how and when to sign up to volunteer.  

We need help with the following: 

 

* Set-Up:  Thursday, March 30,  11:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  (Feel 

free to bring your lunch!) 

 

 

  

* Helping students shop:   

  Friday, March 31 – Wednesday, April 5, daily, 

8:00a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

  Thursday, April 6,  8:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

 

* Help with Family Night:  Tuesday, April 4, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

 

* Help with Packing Up: Thursday, April 6, 12:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

 

This time, we will not have classes come to the fair to 

preview/browse and make wish lists. All classes will have a 

30 minute block of time during the school day for those 

students who would like to shop. Please be sure to discuss 

types of books and appropriate content with your child 

before shopping the fair. All sales are final. There are no 

returns or exchanges, so we encourage students to make 

appropriate choices when shopping and making their 

purchase. If students bring in money to shop during the 

school day on a day that is not their assigned time, it is up to 

the classroom teacher to let them do so.  Students should not 

be missing instructional time to shop at the book fair. We 

encourage students to purchase books – not so much of the 

“frilly frolly” stuff (i.e. pointers, frilly pens/pencils, posters, 

etc.). However, if you send in money with your child and will 

allow them to spend money on non-book items, please send 

a note in as well so we know what is allowed. We also ask 

that you send a note stating how much your child is able to 

spend at the book fair.  This is especially helpful for those 

that send in checks. If you send a check in with your child, 

please do not make it out for a set amount as we cannot give 

change from checks. Let us know their spending limit and 

we will fill in the exact amount for you and send home a 

receipt. Checks should be made payable to Moorefield 

Station Elementary. 

 

Parents and community members are welcome to shop 

during the school day as well!   

*Please note although our book fair is through Scholastic, it 

is not associated with Scholastic Book Clubs. They are two 

separate fundraising/reading promotion programs.  

Scholastic Book Clubs is done through your child’s 

classroom teacher, not the school library, and supports their 

classroom library. Scholastic Book Fairs is a fundraiser that 

supports our school library and school reading programs. 

 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

Besides the book fairs, we still need volunteers in the library 

throughout the school year to help with general tasks. We 

need help with shelving books daily, processing new books, 

and repairing books. Processing new books involves 

stamping, putting labels on, and covering them with plastic.  
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We also already have books in need of repair and could use 

help fixing them. We will train you to do all the above tasks.  

Whether you have an hour or two once in a while or even 

weekly, we’d be glad to have your help. Please email Mrs. 

Jacobson (michelle.jacobson@lcps.org) with your 

availability if you are able to help with these general library 

tasks. Thanks in advance for your support! 

 

 

 

GYM SHORTS: 

In March we will begin our skeletal system unit and 

introduce students to 14 major bones in the body. This will 

be paired with our gymnastics unit at the beginning of the 

month, and later with our basketball unit at the end of the 

month. In gymnastics, students will learn basic ways to roll 

balance and transfer weight. They will then apply those 

skills to create a gymnastics routine. During our basketball 

unit students will learn ball handling skills, dribbling, 

passing and shooting. They will apply those skills to small 

scale basketball activities and games. This will be a great 

lead-up for our PTO staff volleyball game happening on 

April 1st! 

WE CELEBRATE READING:  

March has come in like a Cat in the Hat here at Moorefield 

Station!  On March 2nd, National Read Across America Day, 

readers celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday by dressing up as 

beloved characters from his books and shared those books 

with their classmates.    

As Dr. Seuss said, “The more that you read, the more things 

you will know”, and that is certainly true for our Moorefield 

Station readers.  Many of them are working with non-fiction 

texts as they learn to ask questions about topics and grow 

ideas, develop strategies for reading primary sources, and 

study differing perspectives on a variety of topics.  Our 

younger readers continue to work on developing reading 

strategies, retelling, and building reading stamina.  

We know everyone will continue to learn through their 

reading and we can’t wait to see the places they’ll go!  

 

 
 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

• Please give a huge shout out to our wonderful volunteers 

Valerie Bowen, Karen Miller, Prathap Medikonda and 

Manitza Patrick who donated their time on 2/23 to help with 

the annual dental screening.  

 

• A special Thank You to Dr. Jonathon Konz and his staff from 

LittleSmiles Pediatric Dentistry in Ashburn who screened 

131 students in 3 hours!  

 

• To request a copy of your child’s health records, email: 

jeni.stuart@lcps.org with your child’s name, grade and 

teacher. Allow 24-hours when requesting a copy of the 

health records. They will be sent home with your child in the 

backpack. 

 

• Your child needs a physician’s clearance to return to school 

after Surgery or Emergency Room Visit. The clearance 

should include:  

 Return to School Release Date    

 Any Restrictions and the duration of the restrictions 

the student may have. 

*As stated in the Student’s Rights and 

Responsibilities Handbook 

 

• Concussions can have serious, long-lasting effects. LCPS 

seeks to ensure that students who have concussions are 

properly diagnosed, given adequate time to heal, and 

comprehensively supported until they are symptom-free. 

Parents should notify school officials, including the school 

clinic staff, if a student of any age has been treated outside 

school time for a concussion. 

 

• Students are not permitted to transport any medicine 

prescription or non-prescription) to or from school.   

 A parent or guardian must bring medication to the 

nurse, health office specialist, or designee.   
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• Please keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email.  

 

• Please call the absentee line if your child will be absent 

due to: head lice or communicable diseases, such as, 

chicken pox, strep throat, MRSA, etc.  

 

• A change in your child’s medication or dosage amount 

requires a new Loudoun County Medication Form.  You may 

obtain this form from the school Health Office or on the 

Loudoun County Public School website. 

 

• “OOPS” -Spills and mud happen to students of all ages. 

Please pack a change of clothes in your child’s backpack for 

these emergencies. The health office has a very limited 

supply of “oops” clothes. 

 

• SMILE DRIVE Collection Drive is still going on! 

 

• Tooth decay is the #1 chronic childhood disease in the US. 

You can part of the solution by bringing in oral health care 

products like toothbrushes, tooth paste, dental floss and 

dental rinse. Our donations will be given to underprivileged 

children in Loudoun County.  Please give generously. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD BUDGET SEASON:  

LCPS has begun the budget process for the 2017-2018 school 

year. During the budget process decisions are made that 

affect your child’s education. Take the time to keep up with 

what is being proposed during this process and take an 

active role in supporting Loudoun County Public Schools. 

Your voice during this process can make a difference. 

  

Priority Registration for New  
Kdg & 1st Gr Student: 

 

If you currently have a child at Moorefield 
Station in Grades K-4 and will have a 
kindergarten student next year, don’t 
forget to return you “Priority Registration 
Survey”. 
 

Survey is due by Thursday, March 2nd. 

*Link and form found on the MSE website. 

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed 
during the school day, please provide us with the 
following: 
 

 Phone call to the front office BEFORE 2:00pm 

 Do NOT email as teacher or secretaries may 
       be absent 

 When possible, please notify the teacher with  
       a note at least one day in advance with  
       absences or dismissal changes. 

 

Moorefield Station families please join us for Cultural/Heritage Night which will take place this 

year on Thursday, April 27, 2016 from 6:00-7:30 PM. Families are encouraged to donate a 

traditional food item. More information about Multicultural Night will be coming home in your 

child’s folder. Please don't forget to Save the Date!! We look forward to seeing all of you! 

 

CELEBRATE OUR CULTURES AND HERITAGE! 
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Kindergarten through Fifth Grade 

REGISTRATION UPDATE: 

Loudoun County will hold Registration beginning on March 29th. If you have a child whose fifth 

birthday falls on or before September 30, your child is eligible for kindergarten registration. If 

you are entering any grade for the first time in LCPS, registration is also available for you. If your 

child currently is a student in LCPS, “re registration” is NOT needed. The registration process is 

available ON LINE at http://www.lcps.org. 

We have scheduled March 29th, 30th, & 31st for you to register your child between the hours of 

8:30am and 2:00pm. Appointments welcome. Please call our office. After these dates, walk-ins 

are welcome. 

As our regular school days are very busy, if you choose to register after the scheduled window, 

we ask that you arrive at our school between the hours of 8:30am and 2:00pm.  *Please see 

the LCPS website for further information and forms* 
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2017-18 School Calendar 
 

August 24:    FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

September 4:   Holiday (Labor Day) 

October 9:    Holiday (Columbus Day) 

October 23:     Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 

November 3:   End of First Grading Period 

November 6-7:   Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 22-24:   Holiday (Thanksgiving) 

December 18-December 30:  WINTER BREAK 

January 1:    Holiday (New Year’s) (Classes Resume January 2) 

January 15:    Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 26:    End of Second Grading Period 

January 29:    MOVEABLE STUDENT HOLIDAY** 

(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 19:    Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 26-30:   SPRING BREAK 

April 2:    Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 

April 6:    End of Third Grading Period 

April 9:    Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 28:    Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 13:    Last Day of School for Students/End of Fourth Grading Period 
 
*NOTE: Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns - Date of the Moveable 

Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar must be 

changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 

 

Moorefield Station 2017 SOL Schedule: 

In preparation for the upcoming SOL tests for grades 3-5, please be aware of 

the schedule that your child will be administered the standardized tests. Mark 

your calendars! Mark your calendar for the following window: 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 to Thursday, June 1, 2017 


