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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Joe Dolansky 

April 2017 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

We are in the home stretch but things are about to get very 

busy. I hope everyone will have an opportunity to relax over 

spring break. 

It is hard to believe that we are ready to wrap up the third 

marking period. It always seems that this time of year goes 

by so quickly.  We have a lot going on in the next several 

months. As the weather continues to get nicer it is often hard 

to remember we still have three months of school left and 

lots of learning still to come. 

We have a few events coming this month so mark your 

calendars so you don’t miss out.  On March 31st we will start 

our Spring Book Fair.   The third marking period ends on 

April 6th  with a teacher workday on the 7th.  Thanks to a 

grant from the Claude Moore Foundation, we have the 

Bluemont Concert Series presenting on April 17th.   On April 

25th we recognize Autism Awareness day – please wear 

blue to support our students with Autism. Our 2nd graders 

have their musical performance on April 6th  @ 6:30 pm.  

We hope to see everyone participating in these great school 

events.   

We have the end of year assessments to complete, and the 

next several weeks of review and study could play a key 

role in how your child scores on these assessments. We will 

start SOL testing the first week in May and testing will run 

until the end of May. You will find a complete list of tests and 

dates on the Moorefield website. Please be sure your child 

gets a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast on the 

days he/she tests. 

In grades K-2, teachers will be assessing reading levels and 

measuring the growth in reading that has occurred this year.  

As always, should you have any questions please contact 

me. 

Karen D. Roche - Principal 

Important Events for April: 

March 31 – Book Fair Begins 

April 4 – Third Gr Planetarium Experience  

April 4 – Book Fair Family Night, 4:00pm-7:00pm 

April 6 – Spring Book Fair Ends 

April 6 – End of Third Grading Period 

April 6 – Second Gr Musical, 6:30pm 

April 7 – Student Holiday, Teacher Planning-No School 

April 10-14 – Spring Break, No School 

April 17 – Blue Sky Puppet Theater Performance 

April 17 – One Book – One School, Schoolwide  

     Reading Program Begins 

April 18 – ERMS Visits Fifth Grade 

April 20 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

April 21-22 – LCPS All County Chorus 

April 25 – Autism Awareness Day Celebration, Wear      

     Blue 

April 26 – Report Cards Sent Home 

April 27 – Fifth Gr Visits Stone Hill MS 

April 27 – Fourth Gr Mosby Heritage Foundation Visits 

April 27 – Cultural/Heritage Night, 6:00pm-7:30pm 

May 3 – SOL Testing Window Begins 

*see page 7 for detailed testing calendar 

May 6 – Moorefield Station vs Cedar Lane Basketball 

  Game 

 

 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS: 

Dropping Off and Picking Up your children is becoming 

unsafe. Here are some reminders: 

Car drop off is a long line but can be a “well oiled machine” 

if everyone follows these steps: 

• Pull up as far as you can on the gym’s curb side. 

• Parents – do NOT get out of your car to assist in your 

children’s exit (ie. disarm child safety locks) and 

continue to pull up as far as you can 

• If needed, a faculty member will open the door for 

your child. It is our hopes to foster independence 

for most of our students and allow them to open 

their own door. This will speed up our process. 

• Do not allow your children to walk unescorted 

across the road/parking lot. Use all sidewalks and 

crosswalks. 

• Do not pass other cars or U Turn while waiting in 

line. 

• Please remind your children to move quickly when 

exiting the car and walking to class. 

• Reminder:  Busses are the fastest mode of 

transportation to and from school. 
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• When the last bus is unloaded each day, we then 

count EVERY student in the car line as “tardy”. 

• The least congested part of the morning is usually 

from 7:30am to 7:40am. 

•  

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

 

During the month of April, the students will continue to learn 

about Jazz music and our Composer/Musician of the Quarter 

Charlie Parker. As we begin the fourth quarter, we will learn 

about the American composer, Richard Rodgers and lyricist, 

Oscar Hammerstein. Encourage your child to share their 

favorite piece with you!  

 

Students in the spring chorus will continue to work hard 

learning their spring musical program! We are learning a lot 

about diction, pronunciation, phrasing, breath support, and 

articulations. Our spring concert will be held on Thursday, 

June 1 st @ 6:30 PM, here at Moorefield Station. Lyrics and 

practice tracks have been posted, please encourage your 

child to practice with those resources.  

 

Second grade students have been hard at work on their 

musical “Too Much Noise” which will be performed on 

Thursday, April 6th at 6:30pm. If your child has a speaking or 

acting part, please encourage them to practice at home. 

Links to lyrics, music, and costume information can be found 

on the website. Information regarding the First grade music 

program in May will be coming out this month.  Stay tuned! 

 

First grade continues to work on So-Mi-La patterns; Ta, TaDi, 

Rest; and musical contour (direction). Second grade is 

learning to play a broken bordun on barred instruments, 

form (musical structure) and bar lines (dividing music). We 

will continue to perfect our music for the second grade 

performance! Third grade will continue to work on rhythm 

through composition, conducting in two and three patterns, 

singing low La and low So, singing in cannon and round and 

categorizing music as major or minor. Fourth grade will 

complete their unit on soprano recorder for this year, 

develop their musical ears through rhythmic dictation, and 

learn how to play a major scale on barred instruments. At the 

beginning of the fourth and final quarter, fourth graders will 

begin to learn the basic drumming skills necessary for fifth 

grade. Fifth grade is continuing to polish the instrument 

ensemble for Peace On Earth and Lots of Little Crickets. 

They will begin working through their Recorder Karate belts 

this month. Encourage your child to practice at home and to 

earn those belts! 

Visit our website to find a general and tentative listing of 

concepts for each grade level, which will be covered in 

music class this month. If you’d like to find out more about 

what we are doing in class, ask your child! We encourage 

you to visit our website regularly. If you are unsure about a 

date or time, we post that information as well. 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

This month in SEARCH, kindergarten students will work 

cooperatively to figure out Patterns with Holes. Students will 

also practice decision making skills during the lesson Ira 

Sleeps Over. 

 

In first grade, students will work cooperatively to figure out 

Dr. DooRiddles. We will then rely on reasoning, 

mathematical skills, and perseverance to problem solve 

using dominoes.   

 

Second graders will use spatial reasoning to solve 

pentomino puzzles. Students will use their creative thinking 

strategies, as well as practice self-evaluation, as they create 

a unique picture using two and a half circles. 

In third grade, students will be introduced to a great logic 

puzzle called Strimko as well as the wonderfully addictive 

game of SET.   

 

Students in fourth grade will rely on their spatial reasoning 

skills to solve tangram puzzles. Then, student will discuss the 

importance of self-reflection and utilize their Evaluating 

Thinking Key as they assess their own work.   

Great thinking will be springing up throughout Moorefield 

Station this month. 

 

Please check my website for the most updated information 

on LCPS Gifted services, eligibility criteria, and important 

dates and deadlines.  The site is located on our school page 

under Specialists. 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

Students in grades first through fifth have been busy artists. 

The two full-day will be working on creating pattern pets 

after looking at works by Laurel Burch. The first grade 

classes are creating Aboriginal dot paintings after learning 
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about the history. Second grade classes looked at China 

plates before creating their own version using radial 

symmetry and a print-making technique. Third grade 

students are working on beautiful symmetrical stained glass 

designs. We looked at how the glass is made along with 

many beautiful European examples. The fourth graders 

worked are expanding their knowledge of one-point 

perspective to create three-dimensional boxes. They also 

are applying shading techniques to the boxes when drawn. 

The fifth graders are currently working on artworks with an 

emphasis on facial features. The students will experiment 

with blending techniques to make their faces come alive. 

 

Throughout the month of April, the students will begin 

creating art from around the world. We will discover new 

techniques and interesting art facts! 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
 

This month was very exciting for both teachers and students. 

Thanks to our PTO who purchased 30 student Chromebooks, 

a Chromebook for each teacher in grades 1-5 and a set of 5 

iPads per classroom. In addition to our new technology, 

second grade students have been working hard on their PBL 

project, “Pennies for Patients”. Each class filmed a 

commercial to share on our morning news show to help raise 

money for this project. Fifth grade students learned about 

what makes the Midwest unique by creating virtual fieldtrips 

using Minecraft. They also used Minecraft to recreate their 

favorite scenes from a recent book they read. 

 

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

 

Our second BOOK FAIR is in progress - through April 6. This 

is a SIGNATURE fair, like the one in October.  We earn a 

percentage of sales in the form of cash profit and free 

books/materials. Our library collection is still growing, so 

we are excited to be able to add more books!  The book fair 

is most successful with the help of many, many volunteers. 

Please consider volunteering – even if it’s just one day for an 

hour. Volunteers receive 10% off of their purchases at the 

fair (not valid online). Please refer to the email sent with the 

sign-up for volunteering.   

 

* Helping students shop:   

  Friday, March 31 – Wednesday, April 5, daily, 8:00 

a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

  Thursday, April 6,  8:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

 

* Help with Family Night:  Tuesday, April 4, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

 

* Help with Packing Up: Thursday, April 6, 12:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

 

This time, we will not have classes come to the fair to 

preview/browse and make wish lists. All classes will have a 

30 minute block of time during the school day for those 

students who would like to shop. Please be sure to discuss 

types of books and appropriate content with your child 

before shopping the fair. All sales are final. There are no 

returns or exchanges, so we encourage students to make 

appropriate choices when shopping and making their 

purchase. If students bring in money to shop during the 

school day on a day that is not their assigned time, it is up to 

the classroom teacher to let them do so.  Students should not 

be missing instructional time to shop at the book fair.  We 

encourage students to purchase books – not so much of the 

“frilly frolly” stuff (i.e. pointers, frilly pens/pencils, posters, 

etc.). However, if you send in money with your child and will 

allow them to spend money on non-book items, please send 

a note in as well so we know what is allowed.  We also ask 

that you send a note stating how much your child is able to 

spend at the book fair. This is especially helpful for those 

that send in checks.  If you send a check in with your child, 

please do not make it out for a set amount as we cannot give 

change from checks. Let us know their spending limit and 

we will fill in the exact amount for you and send home a 

receipt. Checks should be made payable to Moorefield 

Station Elementary. 

 

Parents and community members are welcome to shop 

during the school day as well!   

*Please note although our book fair is through Scholastic, it 

is not associated with Scholastic Book Clubs. They are two 

separate fundraising/reading promotion programs. 

Scholastic Book Clubs is done through your child’s 

classroom teacher, not the school library, and supports their 

classroom library. Scholastic Book Fairs is a fundraiser that 

supports our school library and school reading programs. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

Besides the book fairs, we still need volunteers in the library 
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throughout the school year to help with general tasks. We 

need help with shelving books daily, processing new books, 

and repairing books. Processing new books involves 

stamping, putting labels on, and covering them with plastic. 

We also already have books in need of repair and could use 

help fixing them. We will train you to do all the above tasks. 

Whether you have an hour or two once in a while or even 

weekly, we’d be glad to have your help. Please email Mrs. 

Jacobson (michelle.jacobson@lcps.org) with your 

availability if you are able to help with these general library 

tasks. Thanks in advance for your support! 

 

OVERDUE BOOKS    

We are asking for extra help with returning overdue library 

books. We are due to switch to a new circulation system any 

day. We’ve been trying to encourage the students with 

overdue books to ask for help to locate them and return 

them as soon as possible. This will help immensely as we 

transition to the new system. For severely overdue books, 

we have and will continue to send notices home through the 

mail. (We fear notes get lost in the backpack). Thanks for 

your support! 

 

BOOK SWAP    

We need donations of gently used (or new) books for all 

grade levels (PreK – 5) for our Book Swap at the end of the 

year. We will collect books throughout the year to be ready! 

The goal is for every student to choose a book (or more if we 

have enough), regardless of whether or not they were able 

to donate books. We are always in desperate need of 

chapter books for grades 2 – 5. There is a big box in the 

library to collect books.  The swap was intended to be an 

annual event, but unfortunately, we did not have enough 

books last year for every student to choose one. We hope 

that we can make it happen this year! Thanks for your 

support!   

 

 

GYM SHORTS: 

Fore! We’ll be swinging into April with our golf unit. 

Students will use SNAG (Starting New at Golf) equipment to 

learn basic skills of putting, chipping, and driving. We will 

also revisit the 5 components of fitness that were introduced 

earlier in the year to prepare for spring Fitnessgram 

assessments. Please be sure to send your child with 

appropriate footwear so they don’t miss out on the fun! 

READ ALL ABOUT IT –  

A Dinosaur Comes to Moorefield:  

 

We are so excited to be participating in the One School, One 

Book program again this year!  The book we have chosen is 

The Enormous Egg by Oliver Butterworth.  Every class will 

listen to the same chapter on the same day during read 

aloud sessions.  Reading will begin on April 17 and continue 

through May 9.  If you would like to share in this school-wide 

literacy activity, please volunteer to read a chapter to your 

child’s class.  You may contact your child’s teachers to 

schedule a day and time to read.   

 

To celebrate the conclusion of this book, we will have an 

Enormous Celebration during all lunch shifts on May 12. 

Since the main character lives on a farm, we would like 

students to come dressed in their best farm attire.  This may 

be overalls, a cowboy hat, boots, plaid shirt or bandana.   

During their lunch time students will enjoy discussions about 

the book including their favorite parts.   

 
 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

 
Requesting HEALTH FORMS 

Should you need a copy of your child’s Physical and 

Immunization records, email, jeni.stuart@lcps.org with your 

request, include your child’s name and teacher in the email.  

Allow 24 hours for your request to be processed. The 

completed forms can be sent home with your child or may 

be picked up in the office. 

 
TRANSPORTING MEDICATION TO & FROM SHOOL 

A parent or guardian must bring medication to the nurse, 

health office specialist, or designee. Students are not 

permitted to transport any medicine prescription or non-

prescription to or from school.   

 
EMERGENCY ROOM VISIT OR SURGERY 

As posted in the “Students Rights and Responsibilities 

Handbook” 

Your child needs a physician’s note to return to school after 

Surgery or Emergency Room Visit. The clearance should 

include:  

1. Return to School Release Date 

2. Any Restrictions and the duration of the restrictions 

the student may have.                 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiM-9XgzdvSAhUKSSYKHdfEA5sQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfox.com/categories/view/5b1b734c6ac22f952009d02f598ba78f7d457757/dinosaur-egg-clipart-black-and-white.html&bvm=bv.149760088,bs.2,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHbHWPqvwgtSeYS6GTiMoBMaud9ow&ust=1489773668837796
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FRACTURES, CRUTCHES, WALKING CAST, ETC. 

If your child experiences an injury which requires the use of 

crutches, an extremity cast, walking cast, scooter, etc., a 

physician’s note to return to school and an Activity 

Restriction Check-list is required upon returning to school. 

 
CONCUSSION GUIDELINES 

If your child receives a concussion, as soon as possible, 

please sign a Release of Information form enabling the 

Resource Nurse to communicate with the treating physician 

or therapy clinic. The Health Office has the Physicians Order 

for Concussion forms if a concussion is suspected. A student 

diagnosed with a concussion MUST HAVE: 

1. A written release from the physician clearing the 

student to return to school. 

2. Specific activity restrictions OR medical clearance 

to return to physical activity. 

3. If the physician requires the student to take rest 

breaks, eat snacks or avoid light and noise, the 

instructions should also be written by the physician 

or therapy clinic. 

4. Physician’s orders MUST be updated every 4 

weeks.  

5. Students requiring a “lie down” rest period during 

school hours are not ready to return to school.  

 
UPDATE EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Please keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email. 

 
HEAD LICE 

The head louse is a tiny wingless parasitic insect that lives 

mainly on the scalp and neck hairs, feeding off capillary 

blood through the scalp every few hours to once a day.  

THEY MUST LIVE CLOSE TO THE SCALP IN ORDER TO 

SURVIVE. The louse is about the size of a sesame seed.  Lice 

(the plural of louse) are a very common problem in children 

ages three to twelve years old. In elementary school age 

children, the prevalence of head lice tends to be 3% or less. 

  

Lice are not dangerous. They do not spread disease. Their 

bites may cause itching. Persistent scratching may lead to 

skin irritation and secondary infection. Lice are spread most 

often by direct head-to-head contact. 

  

Historically, parents, teachers, administrators, and school 

nurses have believed that schools are the place children 

acquire head lice. Numerous studies have shown that school 

is not the place where head lice are most often passed from 

one child to another. Children are discouraged from close 

personal contact and encouraged to maintain a personal 

space in school. Children are more likely to come into 

contact with lice at those out-of-school social activities where 

children have close head-to-head encounters such as sleep-

overs and normal childhood play where head lice are 

spread from child to child. 

  

Although head lice are harmless, concern about them often 

elicits a disproportionate response that may cause 

substantial harm. In the past, schools have fueled this 

response by screening many children when a single case is 

identified; by sending letters home when there is a single 

case in the class, or by screening the whole school at the 

beginning of the year. Millions of hours of learning time 

have been lost; children have been kept out of schools for 

days; parents have lost work time; and many children have 

been treated for head lice unnecessarily. LCPS Student 

Health Services 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

Thanks to the Fifth Grade Service Club for collecting 819 

dental items including toothbrushes, floss and toothpaste for 

America’s Tooth fairy.  Donna Lineburg, our parent liaison 

delivered the dental products to Mobile Hope.  

 

Thanks also goes to Matt Hoyler, a senior at Briar Woods 

High School for coming to Moorefield Station to teach 

lessons to our fifth grade classes about transitioning to 

middle school. Matt also directs and organized Eagle 

Ridge’s Bridge to the Ridge program in the summer at Eagle 

Ridge. We have very much enjoyed having him around the 

school.  

 

This March, our school counselors, taught lessons on topics 

related to understanding and identifying emotions, 

managing anger and other negative emotions, and using 

positive thinking to overcome obstacles and increase 

positive feelings. Some of our favorite books for lessons 

include The Way I Feel by Janan Cain, The Grouchies by 

Debbie Wagenbach, and Moody Cow Meditates by Kerry 

Lee MacLean.  

  

During April, lessons that will be taught deal with 

perseverance and friendship.  

  

Spring Small Groups offered include friendship groups, 

social skills groups and anxiety groups and self-confidence 

groups Mrs. Fernandez is leading a small group for girls on 

learning to be upstanders. The group is watching the movie, 
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Chrissa stands tall and discussing how to deal with social 

bullying effectively to have positive friendships.  

 

SCHOOL BOARD BUDGET SEASON:  

LCPS has begun the budget process for the 2017-2018 

school year. During the budget process decisions are 

made that affect your child’s education. Take the time to 

keep up with what is being proposed during this 

process and take an active role in supporting Loudoun 

County Public Schools. Your voice during this process 

can make a difference. 

  

America’s Tooth Fairy 

THANK YOU to all of the families who 

contributed dental supplies to help 

children in need!  

With your generous support, MSE 

donated 150 toothbrushes,  599 

packages of dental floss, 150 tubes of 

toothpaste and 3 bottles of 

mouthwash to Mobile Hope in March. 

 

Cultural Heritage Night …. SAVE the DATE…. April 27th 

 

The Cultural Heritage Night, formerly Multicultural Night, has been a fun, 

popular celebration at MSE. Please join us on Thursday, April 27 from 6:00 pm 

to 7:30 pm for this year’s event. Enjoy a scavenger hunt, crafts and more! 

 

Stroll through the halls to visit the world. Students in each grade level have 

been busy researching and learning about a different country in one of the 

world’s six continents or inhabitants (a research station on Antarctica).  

 

Sampling traditional food made by our MSE families proved to be a very 

popular event at our Cultural Heritage Night last year.  We would love to offer 

this opportunity again.  Of course, for this to happen, community 

participation is essential.   

 

If you would like to donate a traditional food item for our Multicultural Night 

celebration, please watch for the Sign-up Genius in early April to sign-up. The 
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Moorefield Station 2017 SOL Schedule: 

In preparation for the upcoming SOL tests for grades 3-5, please be aware of 

the schedule that your child will be administered the standardized tests. The 

detailed calendar has been posted on our Moorefield Station website and all 

updates/changes can be found there! The projected window for SOL testing is 

as follows: 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 to Thursday, June 1, 2017 
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2017-18 School Calendar 
 

August 24:    FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

September 4:   Holiday (Labor Day) 

October 9:    Holiday (Columbus Day) 

October 23:     Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 

November 3:   End of First Grading Period 

November 6-7:   Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 22-24:   Holiday (Thanksgiving) 

December 18-December 30:  WINTER BREAK 

January 1:    Holiday (New Year’s) (Classes Resume January 2) 

January 15:    Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 26:    End of Second Grading Period 

January 29:    MOVEABLE STUDENT HOLIDAY** 

(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 19:    Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 26-30:   SPRING BREAK 

April 2:    Student Holiday (County-wide Staff Development) 

April 6:    End of Third Grading Period 

April 9:    Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 28:    Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 13:    Last Day of School for Students/End of Fourth Grading Period 
 
*NOTE: Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns - Date of the Moveable 

Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar must be 

changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 

 

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed 
during the school day, please provide us with the 
following: 
 

• Phone call to the front office BEFORE 2:00pm 

• Do NOT email as teacher or secretaries may 
       be absent 

• When possible, please notify the teacher with  
       a note at least one day in advance with  
       absences or dismissal changes. 

 

Autism Awareness Day 

Celebration: 

Moorefield Station Sharks will be 

celebrating all the Sharks! Wear 

blue in support of “autism”! 


