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LCPS MSAE Philosophy 
Art is fundamental to the human experience. It exalts and transforms the human 

spirit and is an essential expression and definition of our world and its cultures. Art 
serves as the historical record of human existence and has become the technique by 
which highest achievements are immortalized. 
 

Art education enables students to develop valuable decision making and problem 
solving skills through creative and critical thinking. It encourages an understanding of 
historical and contemporary artwork. Art education intensifies perceptual awareness, 
through an involvement of all the senses and allows for the integration of other 
curriculums, as art is integral to all education experiences. 
 

Art education is the doorway that nurtures creative possibilities and yields visual 
enrichment. It provides opportunities for children to create, understand and appreciate art 
and culture. Art education serves as the catalyst in defining why art is fundamental to the 
human experience and by this exploration, stimulates cognitive processes that lead to a 
discovery of self. 
 

The middle school art education curriculum for the Loudoun County Public 
Schools includes art production, art criticism, art history and aesthetics. Art production 
allows each student to learn about the inherent qualities of the materials and techniques 
used for both expression and communication. It also serves as a means by which students 
can express concepts taught in art education and its application to cross-curricular 
assignments. Art history with a global emphasis allows each student to study the past to 
better understand how it influences the present and shapes the future. Studies in art 
history are reflected in the works of historical and contemporary art of many cultures. 
Art criticism teaches each student to judge works of art based on appropriate criteria and 
thoughtful reflection. Aesthetics allows each student to consider the meanings of beauty 
and their emotional reaction to visual information and art. 
 

Art education provides new and innovative approaches to problem solving and is 
the key to visual and cultural literacy. It fosters flexibility, divergence, fluency, 
originality and imaginative thinking for all students. It is an integral part of each 
student’s understanding of and participation in our increasingly complex interdependent 
society. Loudoun County Public Schools art education program is an important and often 
immeasurable element in the students’ complete education. 
 

Art education classes will establish, reinforce and enhance a positive self-concept 
in each student, while providing avenues and skills for self-expression and 
communication. The student will be encouraged to apply the fundamentals of problem 
solving with self-expression and to design concepts for cross-curricular applications. 
Participation in public display will enhance the school and community settings and allow 
students to gain an appreciation of the importance of art in the quality of their 
environment. 
 

Each area of the Virginia State Visual Arts Standards of Learning are met or 
surpassed by Loudoun County Public Middle Schools. Included in each area are 
segments, which include the county Standards of Achievement and the State Standards of 
Learning. Following most segments are examples to achieve or surpass the standard that 
teachers may adapt to their students’ needs.�


