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It’s a great 
day to be a 

Hornet!

Principal’s PenDear Sully Families:    
     
     As this calendar year comes to a close, I want to say thank you for your participation, support and 

encouragement.  I feel so fortunate to be part of a community that works together to provide enrichment and 

support to all of our children.  Together everyone does achieve more and great things are happening at Sully!  I 

look forward to our continued partnership in making Sully Elementary School a place where all students meet 

success. 

          Additionally, this month our Parent Coffee/Cafe’ is being presented by our Sully students - our own Tech 

Ninja’s.  Learn about Digital Citizenship and how students use technology to learn.  It is being held Friday, 

December 1st  @ 8 AM.  Hope you can join us.  Finally, students will be receiving a book of their choice to read 

over Winter Break!  Don’t forget our online resources with links on our school webpage, too!

Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season and Happy New Year! 

                                                      Sincerely,
               Colleen O’Neill

Our School’s Mission Statement 
We will:  empower each child to reach his/her potential by providing an inclusive, safe and caring environment; meet the 
needs of every child by setting high expectations, providing rigorous instruction and differentiating learning experiences; 
equip students 21st century skills; foster relationships with all stakeholders through relevant learning experiences that have 
a positive and meaningful impact on our community. 

Cafeteria News
School meals consist of the main entrée items and sides that make up the school menu. This is what the federal 
government reimburses the district for and therefore is subject to federal nutrition guidelines. Other items students and 
parents will see for sale like snacks and beverages besides milk are called a la carte items. All snacks that are served also 
must meet or exceed prescriptive regulations concerning nutrition content. Meals and snacks served fund the school 
nutrition program that is self-funded, meaning they receive no School Board funds to operate. To keep parents informed 
about what is being sold in elementary schools, parents are encouraged to visit www.lcpshealthycafe.org. Click on menu 
and ingredient lists for current nutrition information. Parents have the ability to limit the snacks their children might 
purchase. Please contact Blanca Anaya, Cafeteria Manager @ (571) 434-4570 or Blanca.Anaya@lcps.org to make requests 
or if you have questions, contact Dr. Becky Bays, Supervisor of School Nutrition Programs at becky.bays@lcps.org.

As winter approaches, we would like to remind everyone that schools be closed due to inclement weather or any other 
emergency.  The closings are announced over most Washington area radio and TV stations as early as 6:00 a.m.  Parents 
are also notified by the LCPS “Connect Ed” automated phone message system.  Please be sure any changes in phone 
numbers and dismissal plans are reported promptly to the school office.  

When road conditions are not satisfactory, the opening of school may be delayed for one or two hours.  

However, a two-hour delayed opening would necessitate the following changes to the STEP programs.  Classes for A.M. 
STEP will meet from 9:50-11:50 A.M. Classes for P.M. STEP will meet from 12:35 - 2:35 P.M. This change will mean that all 
children who attend the STEP Program will have at least a two hour session.

Inclement Weather News 
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Over the next month at Sully, your students will be discussing 
ways to show kindness and encouragement to others. Research 
shows that teaching children to be kind and compassionate 
towards one another is just as important as teaching children 
how to defend themselves against bullies. While we must teach 
children what to do if they are being bullied, we must also teach 
them not to be bullied.  As we practice these skills at school and 
approach the holiday season, please challenge your students to 
do things on behalf of others- make cards for the sick, play a 
game with grandparents, or read a book to their younger sibling. 
Please contact me with any questions. Thanks!

Counselor’s Corner

Art News

December may be the last month of the year, but it is the first month of winter!  Grades K through 5 will 
celebrate the changing of seasons with special seasonal winter art projects that connect to their grade level 
art and core curriculum.  Each grade level will explore new ways of making art, while they learn important 
concepts that we will continue to build upon throughout the year.  We can’t wait to see all the creative and 
wonderful student art that will warm our hearts and beautify our school through the cold months of winter! 

SEARCH News

Kindergarten:   In many of the SEARCH lessons in K throughout the year, the topic is “attributes”.  
Students practice identifying, sorting and describe objects - are they smooth or rough?  Big or 
small?  Triangle or square?  Red or blue?  Parents can assist at home by discussing attributes of 
objects at home.  For example, ask your child to talk about the attributes of the shirt they are 
wearing.   Play games, such as “Guess Who?” or “Spot It Jr.”
First and Second:   We continue to address a wide variety of topics: math/logic, creativity, and 
language arts.   My goal is to give students practice thinking independently - having their own ideas.  
They need to begin stepping away from copying, and begin thinking of their own unique ideas.   
Parents can help at home by encouraging imaginative play. (See also grades 3 and 4 suggestions 
below).  Suggested game:   “Blink” card game.
Third and Fourth:   These students have already completed a few of their “profile lessons” which will 
be part of what is considered for referred students for gifted eligibility.    We have addressed a wide 
variety of topics, including creative writing, spatial reasoning, Math, creativity and logic.  Parents 
can help students by providing opportunities to strengthen vocabularies through discussion and 
reading together.  Discuss the names of kitchen,  garden tools and what they do, for example.   
Allow children to participate with you in these everyday activities. Allow children to pursue interests 
in the local library or museums - i.e. animals, vehicles, sports, etc.  Suggested game:  “Would You 
Rather” or “Blockus”.

DECEMBER 1
Parent Coffee 8 AM - Technology @ Sully

DECEMBER 6
Chorus Winter Concert 6 PM

DECEMBER 12  Chorus Winter Concert - 
Retirement Center 2:50 PM

DECEMBER 13
Interims sent home

DECEMBER 18 - JANUARY 1st 
Winter Break - No school 

JANUARY 2, 2018     School resumes

CALENDAR
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Physical Education News

Sully students learned about the Skeletal System this past 
grading period.  Here are a few fun Skeletal questions for 
our Sully families! Good Luck!

1)  How many bones are in an adult human body?
2)  Which bone is the longest and strongest bone in your body?
3)  Which bone is the smallest bone in the body?
4)  When we bump our elbow, we say I hit my “Funny Bone”. 
Why?
Eat Healthy and Exercise, Mrs. Timmes

Answers- 1) 206 2) Femur 3) Stirrup (in Ear) 4)  You hit the Humerus bone.

Technology News

Parent Liaison/Clinic News

Library News

Music News

P.B.I.S. News

Hornets are buzzing in tune about the 
Winter Chorus Concert! The Chorus will 
perform on Wednesday, December 6 at 
6 PM. They will perform 5 selections, as 
well as a sing-a-long number and 
perhaps an extra special surprise! 
There will be a Music Assembly on 
December 6 at 1:30 PM in which each 
grade level will perform one song.

   Your child can earn Sully Bucks each day by 

being respectful, responsible, and ready to 

learn in the classroom! Please encourage your 

students to follow these 3Rs so that they can 

use the Sully Bucks to shop at our Sully Store. 

The Sully Store is open on Wednesdays, 

Thursdays, and Fridays from 7:30-7:50 am!

Literacy News

Early Bird Reading

 

Reading a book is a great way to start your day!  
Please come and join us for Early Bird Reading on 
Monday and Wednesday mornings in the Sully 
Library.  A teacher will meet you at the front doors 
of the building at 7:15 am. Every 10 visits to Early
Bird Reading earns you a new book!  Come join 
the fun!

As we continue in the second quarter, 
take an opportunity to ask your students 
what kinds of digital content they are 
using in school. Some ideas of digital 
content use at home are: Dreambox, 
Raz-Kids, Achieve3000 (3-5), ALEKS 
(3-5), and Discovery Education. 

Ask your student’s teacher for more 
information on how to access these 
programs at home!

Please note, that students are going outside each day.  

Please have students dress appropriately for the weather, 

especially as it gets colder outside.  Using layers is always a 

good option.  Also, if you have any children’s  clothing that 

you are not going to use and is in good condition, please 

donate it to the clinic. 

Wednesday, December 6, author Marty 
Rhodes Figley will be visiting Sully to share 
her books! She writes a variety of 
non-fiction and historical fiction and will be 
sharing with our students how an author 
researches and writes about historical 
events.
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Personalized Learning - Integrated Digital Content
     This month we will focus in on one of the key components to Personalized Learning:  Integrated Digital 

Content.  At Sully, we have a variety of digital content software programs available to support student learning 
in reading, math and content.  The lessons provided through this technology helps to increase student 
engagement in learning.  Our teachers and administrators have attended specialized training to learn how to 
use these programs to best benefit the student.  These programs allow teachers to tailor the lesson to match 
the student’s needs and interests. Additionally, the teachers use the data collected by digital content to further 
plan the most appropriate next steps for each student.  It is important to note that not all students will use all 
software programs.  Teachers assign digital content to students based on individual program features and 
student need.  Below are some highlights from a few of the programs we have available.

Achieve 3000 (Grades 3-5)
Achieve 3000 provides online differentiated instruction with the goal of improving reading comprehension.  The 
program gives users access to over 10,000 standards-aligned non-fiction texts.  Achieve 3000 aligns each of 
its lessons to state and national standards and gives teachers and administrators the tools to monitor student 
progress and to forecast preparedness for standardized tests and college and career readiness.

Imagine Learning (Grades K-5)
Imagine Learning is a literacy software program that features interactive content, including activities, videos, 
songs and games.  It’s researched-based and differentiated for learner use.

ALEKS Math (Grades 3-5)
ALEKS uses adaptive questioning to quickly and accurately determine exactly what a student knows and 
doesn’t know in a course.  ALEKS then instructs the student on topics s/he is most ready to learn.  As a student 
works through a course, ALEKS periodically reassesses the student to ensure that topics learned area also 
retained.

Science Techbook (Grades 3-5)
Discovery Education’s Science Techbook allows students and teachers to experience real world science 
phenomena by combining different types of media to explain and reinforce complex cross-cutting science 
concepts.

Dreambox (Grades K-5)
DreamBox is PreK-8 math solution online program in both English and Spanish with games that builds problem 
solving strategies, hones critical thinking skills and develops math fluency.  

Questions?  Please ask your child’s classroom teacher or our School Based Technology Facilitator, Hannah 
Prebeck. 


