
1	  
	  

Dulles Schools 
Newsletter 

Winter 2013 (#2) Edition of the Dulles Schools Newsletter 
 
Welcome to the second edition of the Dulles Schools Newsletter, where I hope to update you on 
issues facing our Dulles District schools.  Don’t miss Our Supervisor’s Dulles Town Hall 
Meeting on Tuesday 19 February 7:00 pm at Freedom High School Auditorium.  I will be 
unable to join Matt Letourneau’s meeting, as I will be at a School Board Public Hearing and 
Work Session on the LMITA Charter School Application.   

To be sure you receive this Newsletter electronically, please contact me via email:  
Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 

 
New School Board Policy Provides More School Choice to LCPS Parents and 
Students 
Chairman Hornberger and I co-wrote a policy to enhance school choice, which was approved by 
the full School Board last month.  The policy allows Loudoun students to attend any school in 
the county if there is sufficient capacity for them, with stipulations.  A special permission 
process is required and acceptance is based on a first-come, first-served basis.  Loudoun County 
Public School employees will be able to apply starting 1 March, or within 30 days of being 
hired, for permission to have their children attend the school in which the parent/guardian works 
(or the cluster in some cases).  All residents will be able to apply starting 1 April.  The special 
exception process closes on 15 May, and decisions are to be provided to parents/guardians by 15 
June.  A special permission request is required for each school year.   
 
There are significant Virginia High School League (VHSL) implications to students 
transferring from one high school to another, and parents are responsible for knowing the 
impacts upon their students before applying.   
 
See the following link for the updated School Board Policy 8-20:   
http://www.lcps.org/page/76 
 
Community Information Night for Dulles South Elementary School (ES-21) 
LCPS will hold a Community Information Meeting to review plans for ES-21 on 25 
February 2013 in the J. Michael Lunsford auditorium.  The new elementary school, sited 
adjacent to South Riding east of Lunsford, is expected to open in the fall of 2014.  A copy of the 
presentation can be located under Community Meetings at: 
 
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1094 
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Funding Referendum for New Dulles District High School, Elementary School 
passes by an overwhelming majority 
Our District averaged an approval rate of over 68% on the ballot question, ten points above the 
county average.  Approval provides funding for: 

• $90.2 million to be used for the design, construction and equipping of HS-6, a new high 
school to be located in Loudoun Valley Estates II adjacent to Rosa Lee Carter Elementary 
School. 

• $28.8 million, which will be used for the design, construction and equipping of ES-21, a 
new elementary school in Dulles South adjacent to J. Michael Lunsford Middle School.  

• $29 million, to be used in the renovation of Loudoun Valley High School.   
 
Charter School Application Faces Full School Board Vote After Select 
Committee Recommends Disapproval; Final Public Input Hearing and Work 
Sessions Scheduled For This Week  
 
The Loudoun Math and IT Academy (LMITA) Governing Group have submitted an application 
to open a charter school in Loudoun.  The application has already received the State’s approval, 
but it requires the Local School Board to make the final decision. This school, if approved, 
would be funded by the Loudoun County School Board with taxpayer dollars equivalent to the 
average cost of educating the same students in an LCPS school.  Last December the Select 
Committee, of which I was the Chairman, voted to reject the application due to numerous and 
significant deficiencies in Governance, Curriculum, and Financing. I voted to defer for cause, 
meaning that I wanted to give the applicant an opportunity to resolve their issues rather than 
rejecting the application outright.  I felt it was important to send the signal to other organizations 
interested in seeking to bring charter schools to Loudoun that we value their ideas and are open 
minded to their solutions.  	  

 
A final public hearing and work session is scheduled for 19 February at 6:30pm at the 
LCPS Admin Building in Ashburn.  An optional work session is scheduled for 21 February at 
6:30pm, with no public input.  A vote is anticipated at the School Board regular meeting on 
Tuesday, 26 February at 6:30pm. Please email me your thoughts before 26 February so that I 
may consider them prior to the vote.  To see more information on the application, see the 
following LCPS link: 

http://www.lcps.org/Page/103971     
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New Middle and High Schools Mean New Boundaries for Dulles District 
Schools 

The approval of HS-6, a new High School in the Dulles District (that is scheduled to open in the 
fall of 2014 adjacent to Rosa Lee Carter) and the opening of Trailside Middle School in Ashburn 
in 2014 mean that boundary changes are not far off.  From the Department of Planning and 
Legislative Services has provided the following: 	  
 

Two new secondary schools will be opening at the start of the 2014-15 school year – Trailside Middle 
School (MS-6) located adjacent to Newton-Lee Elementary School and an unnamed high school (HS-6) 
located adjacent to Rosa Lee Carter Elementary School. Another new unnamed high school (HS-8), to be 
constructed adjacent to Belmont Ridge Middle School in the Lansdowne development, will open at the 
start of the 2015-16 school year. The opening of these three schools requires the formation of new 
secondary school attendance zones for the greater Ashburn area.  Meeting dates are as follows: 

Date	  	   Time	  	   LCPS	  Secondary	  School	  Attendance	  Zone	  Meeting	  Topic	  	  
Thursday,	  March	  7,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Overview	  &	  Public	  Hearing	  	  
Monday,	  March	  11,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Work	  Session	  	  
Monday,	  March	  18,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   Staff	  Briefing	  &	  School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Public	  Hearing	  	  
Wed,	  March	  20,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Public	  Hearing	  &	  Work	  Session	  	  
Monday,	  April	  1,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Work	  Session	  	  
Thursday,	  April	  4,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   Staff	  Briefing	  &	  School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Public	  Hearing	  	  
Tuesday,	  April	  9,	  2013*	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   School	  Board	  Review	  of	  Attendance	  Zone	  Recommendations	  	  
Monday,	  April	  15,	  2013	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   Staff	  Briefing	  &	  School	  Board	  Attendance	  Zone	  Public	  Hearing	  	  
Tuesday,	  April	  23,	  2013*	  	   6:30	  p.m.	  	   School	  Board	  Adoption	  of	  Secondary	  School	  Attendance	  Zones	  	  

 
School Board Adopted Budget:  Pay raises and stability 
The FY14-15 LCPS budget was adopted by the School Board with a vote of 8-1.  The vote for adoption, 
of which I voted in favor, cut no teaching positions, did not increase class size, and included a $12M set 
aside for salary increases.  The adopted budget cut $16.7M from the Superintendent’s proposed budget, 
yet resulted in a net increase of $36.6M over last year’s budget.  This 4.4% increase was attributed 
primarily to opening two new schools and adding 2500 more students.  See the budget details at:  
http://www.lcps.org/Page/101663 
 
As always, please contact me with your questions, concerns, or comments.   
Sincerely,  

Jeff Morse 
Loudoun County School Board 
Dulles District Representative 

21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, VA 20148 

Tel 571-420-2243 
Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 


