
The World Around 1500
Review Questions



What were some of the 
major states and empires in 
the eastern hemisphere
around 1500?



China

England

France

Holy Roman Empire

Mughal Empire (India)

Safavid Empire (Persia)

Russia

Spain

Ottoman Empire





What were the major empires 
in the western hemisphere
around 1500?



Aztec

Maya

Inca



Where was the Ottoman 
Empire located?



The Ottoman Empire was located in 
southwest Asia, northern Africa and 
southeastern Europe. 



Where did the Ottoman Empire originate?



The Ottoman Empire began in Asia Minor 

(Turkey) and eventually spread across 

northern Africa and southeastern Europe.



What was the capital of 
the Ottoman Empire?



The capital of the Ottoman Empire was 

Istanbul.  This city was previously known 

as Constantinople.



What was the main religion 
of the Ottoman Empire?



Islam was the official religion of the 

Ottoman Empire.  However, the Ottomans 

were tolerant of other religions.



What were the major trade 
items of the Ottoman Empire?



Coffee and ceramics were two major trade 

items in the Ottoman Empire.



Ottoman Weaponry

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Ottoman_cannon_end_of_16th_century_length_385cm_cal_178mm_weight_2910_stone_projectile_founded_8_October_1581_Alger_seized_1830.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Ottoman_cannon_end_of_16th_century_length_385cm_cal_178mm_weight_2910_stone_projectile_founded_8_October_1581_Alger_seized_1830.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Early_16th_century_Ottoman_volley_gun.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Early_16th_century_Ottoman_volley_gun.jpg


The Sultan Ahmed Mosque is popularly known as 

the Blue Mosque for the blue tiles adorning the walls 

of its interior. Located in Istanbul, Turkey

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/56/Sultan_Ahmed_Mosque_Istanbul_Turkey_retouched.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/56/Sultan_Ahmed_Mosque_Istanbul_Turkey_retouched.jpg


Where was the Safavid Empire located?



The Safavid Empire (Persia) was located in 
present day Iran around 1500.

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Arabian 

Peninsula



What was an important national 
industry in the Safavid Empire?



Persian Carpets were in high demand 
which led to the creation of a national 
industry.



The Si-o-se Pol bridge over Zayandeh River is the epitome of 

Safavid dynasty (1502-1722 ) bridge design. Esfahan, Iran



Sheikh Lotfollah 

Mosque

Safavid 

Architecture 

Located in Isfahan, 

Iran



Where was the Mughal Empire located?



The Mughal Empire was located in 

northern India. 



What was an important trade 

item in the Mughal Empire?



Textiles were an important trade 
item in the Mughal Empire.



What world famous architectural structure 
was built by a Mughal emperor?



The Taj Mahal is one of the most recognizable 

structures in the world.  It is a mausoleum built 

by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan for his wife 

Mumtaz Mahal.



Describe trade between the Mughal 
Empire and European nations.



The Mughals were open to trade with Europeans.  Portugal, 

England and the Netherlands (Dutch) competed for control of 

trade in the Indian Ocean.



What were the major trade 
items in southern India?



Silk, spices and gems were the major trade 

items in southern India.



Babur's son Humayun reestablished the Mughal empire in 

1555. His tomb at Delhi represents an outstanding landmark in 

the development and refinement of the Mughal style. It was 

designed in 1564, eight years after his death, as a mark of 

devotion by his widow, Haji Begum.



What characteristics did the Ottoman, Safavid, 
and Mughal empires have in common?



The Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires all 
practiced Islam, used gunpowder, had strong 
militaries, were tolerant of other religions, and 
valued trade, art, literature, and architecture.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Early_16th_century_Ottoman_volley_gun.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Early_16th_century_Ottoman_volley_gun.jpg


Which dynasty controlled 

China around 1500?



The Ming Dynasty was in power around 1500. 



Where did Zheng He sail, and what 
was the purpose of these voyages?



Zheng He led Chinese voyages for the Ming 
Dynasty throughout Asia, India, Arabia, and 
eastern Africa.  The purpose of the voyages was 
to show the world the splendor of the Ming 
Dynasty and expand the tribute system.



How did China react to 

European traders?



China limited trade with Europeans by 

creating foreign enclaves to control trade.

Canton and international trade in 

the 18th century

Chinese junk, 17th century



What were some of the trade 

items that Europeans desired the 

most from China?



In Europe, there was a high demand for 

Chinese silk, tea and porcelain.



Who controlled Japan around 1500?



Japan had an emperor, but he did NOT have any 
real power.  Japan was actually controlled by 
military leaders called Shoguns under the 
Tokugawa Shogunate.



Why did the Japanese initially 
welcome trade with Europeans? 



The Japanese were initially interested 
in trading with the Europeans, 
because they wanted European 
muskets and cannons.



Why did the Japanese 
eventually limit trade and 
ban Christians from their 
country?



The Japanese government scorned Christian 
beliefs and did not like Christian involvement 
in their political affairs.  As a result, the 
Japanese government instituted a closed 
country policy. Dr. Medhurst, well known missionary



Why did the Chinese and Japanese 
prefer to trade with The Netherlands 

(Dutch) rather than England?



The Chinese and Japanese preferred trading with the 
Dutch, because the Dutch respected Chinese and 
Japanese cultural traditions.  For example, the Dutch 
brought gifts and performed the Kowtow ritual.



Which empire controlled much 

of western Africa around 1500?



The Songhay Empire controlled much of western 

Africa around 1500.



What impact did Islam have 
on the rural areas of Africa 
under the Songhay empire?



Islam was the official religion of the 
Songhay Empire; however, most people 
in western African did NOT convert to 
Islam.  (97% of the people in the 
countryside continued to practice 
traditional African religions.)



Which empire was located in 
southern Mexico around 1500?



The Aztec Empire was located in 
southern Mexico around 1500.



Which empire was located 
on the Yucatan peninsula 
around 1500?



The Mayan Empire was located on the 
Yucatan Peninsula around 1500.



Which empire was located along 
the western coast of South 
America around 1500?



The Inca Empire was located along the 
western coast of South America around 
1500.



What empire was located here?



The Mughal Empire was 
located in northern India.



What empire was located here?

Black Sea

Arabian 

Peninsula



The Safavid Empire (Persia) was located 
here around 1500. This is present day Iran.

Black Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Arabian 

Peninsula



What empire was located here?



The Ottoman Empire was located here.  It spread 
across 3 continents: Europe, Asia, and Africa.



What Peninsula is this?



The Arabian Peninsula



What Peninsula is this?



The Balkan Peninsula



What is the name of the body of 
water marked with an X?

X X



Pacific Ocean

X
X



What is the name of the body of 
water marked with an X?

X



Indian Ocean

X



What is the name of the body of 
water marked with an X?

X



Mediterranean Sea

X



What is the name of the body of 
water marked with an X?

X



Black Sea

X



What is the name of the body of 
water marked with an X?

X



Caspian Sea

X



What is the name of the empire
marked with an X?

X



Mughal Empire

X



What is the name of the empire
marked with an X?

X



Safavid Empire

X



What is the name of the empire
marked with an X?

X



Ottoman Empire

X
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Answer Key

1. Baltic Sea

2. Mediterranean Sea

3. Black Sea

4. Caspian Sea

5. Persian Gulf

6. Red Sea

7. Arabian Sea

8. Bay of Bengal

9. Indian Ocean
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Answer Key

1. Black Sea

2. Caspian Sea

3. Mediterranean Sea

4. Red Sea

5. Persian Gulf

6. Arabian Sea

A. Turkey/Asia Minor/Anatolia

B. Iran/Persia/Safavid Empire

C. Saudia Arabia/Arabian Peninsula


