
The Reformation



What was the Reformation?



The Reformation was a Christian 
reform movement that began in 
1517 when Martin Luther posted 
the 95 Theses.  Eventually new 
Christian religions broke away from 
the Roman Catholic Church.



Who were two key predecessors of 
the Protestant Reformation?



John Wycliffe and    John Huss



John Wycliffe

• John Wycliffe was an English theologian who was 
one of the earliest opponents of papal authority 
influencing secular power during the 14th century.

• Wycliffe was also an early advocate of the Bible 
being translated into the common language.



John Huss
• John Huss was a Czech priest who 

was influenced by Wycliffe

• Huss spoke out against corruption 
in the Roman Catholic Church

• Huss was strongly opposed to the 
selling of indulgences

• Huss also opposed the practice of 
priests being the only ones to 
receive wine during the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper.  (The people 
were only given bread.)



For what is John Wycliffe most 
remembered?



John Wycliffe 
translated the Bible 
into English.

With the help of his 
followers, called 
Lollards, Wycliffe 
produced dozens of 
handwritten 
manuscripts of the 
Bible in English.



The Pope was so infuriated by Wycliffe’s teachings 
and his translation of the Bible into English, that 44 
years after Wycliffe died, the Pope ordered Wycliffe’s 
bones dug up and thrown into the river!



For what is John Huss most 
remembered?



John Huss was a follower of Wycliffe who was 
burned at the stake for heresy in 1415.

Huss would become a 
hero to Luther and 
many other 
Reformers, for Huss 
preached key 
Reformation themes 
(like hostility to 
indulgences) a century 
before Luther drew up 
his 95 Theses. 



Hussite Wars

After Huss was burned at the stake, his followers, the 
Hussites, rose in revolt.   Between 1420 and 1431, the Hussite
forces defeated five papal crusades against them.

A century later, 90% of Czech 
lands were non-Catholics who 
followed the teachings of Huss.



What were the causes of the 
Reformation of the 16th century?



Causes of the Reformation:

• Corruption in the Roman Catholic Church

• German and English nobles did not like the 
Italian domination of the Church and they did 
not like the political power the Church had 
over their countries

• Merchant’s opposed the church’s view of 
usury (charging interest)
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What were some of the first protestant 
religions of the Reformation?



First Protestant Religions

• Lutheranism

• Calvinism

• Anglicanism (Church of England)

• Anabaptism



What did these religions have in 
common?



All of the Protestant Religions…

• Were also Christian religions

• Believed in original sin

• Believed in baptism and communion
(Eucharist)

• Believed Jesus Christ was the son of God

• Read the Bible, especially the New Testament



How were the beliefs and practices of 
these protestant religions different 
from those of Roman Catholicism?



The New Protestant Faiths…

• Rejected the Pope’s authority

• Emphasized reading the Bible which led to an 
increase in literacy



What were the beliefs of Martin Luther?



Martin Luther …

• believed in salvation through faith alone 
(called justification by grace through faith)

• Rejected the authority of the Pope (people 
did not have to listen or pay taxes to the Pope)

• Believed that you did not need priests to 
approach God on your behalf (called 
priesthood of all believers)

• Insisted that the Church use the common 
language (vernacular) of the people not Latin



What were the beliefs of John Calvin?



John Calvin…

• Believed that God is totally and completely 
sovereign (independent) 

• Believed that people deserve eternal damnation

• Believed that Jesus was sent to save only a few 
(The Elect) for salvation which was 
predetermined by God before their births and 
was irreversible and that good conduct could not 
win salvation (Predestination)

• Insisted on a theocracy – a society governed by 
theocrats (church leaders/experts in church 
doctrine)



Why did Henry VIII break away from 
the Roman Catholic Church?



Henry VIII’s 
wives and 
children



Henry VIII…

• Wanted a divorce from his wife Catherine, but 
the Pope would not grant the divorce (b/c 
Catherine was the aunt of the Holy Roman 
Emperor Charles V who controlled Italy at the 
time.)

• Henry VIII consulted a scholar, Thomas Crammer, 
and the theological faculties at other universities 
who agreed that he should be granted a divorce, 
because the Bible prohibits a man from marrying 
his brother’s widow.



A little more…

• So, the Pope had no right to override God’s laws.  The 
Bible is absolute and only God can make exceptions.  
The Pope should not make any laws or customs that go 
against God’s law.

• In 1534, the English Parliament passed the “Supremacy 
Act” making the English monarch the supreme head of 
the English Church- not the Pope.

• But Henry VIII tried to keep the English Church as 
closely aligned with Roman Catholicism as  possible.

• However, Henry VIII dissolved all of the Catholic 
monasteries in England



What were the economic issues 
involved in the Reformation?



Economic Issues

• Merchants disagreed with the Church’s view 
of usury (charging interest)

• People leaving the Church meant that these 
people would not have to pay taxes to the 
Church 
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What were the political issues involved 
in the Reformation?



Political Issues

• German and English nobles did not like the 
authority the Roman Catholic Church had in 
their countries

• So, many of them converted to Protestantism 
for political reasons

• Henry VIII also broke with the Church for 
Political Reasons

• The Thirty Year’s War began as a war between 
Protestants and Catholics



What were the theological issues 
involved in the Reformation?



Theological Issues

• The founders of Lutheranism and Calvinism 
broke with the Roman Catholic Church, 
because they disagreed with some of the 
Church’s teachings and practices.

• Ex. Martin Luther believed in salvation 
through faith alone and John Calvin believed 
in Predestination



What was the Catholic Reformation?



Catholic Counter Reformation

• A period of Catholic revival beginning with the Council of Trent in 
1545

• There were no significant changes to Church doctrine (beliefs)
• The Council of Trent mostly reaffirmed Catholic beliefs and took 

steps to reduce corruption
• The Society of Jesus was created to win back converts
• The Church took steps to reduce corruption and re-educate nuns 

and priests
• The Inquisition (established in the 13th Century) was expanded 

and heretics could be punished in a number of ways including 
torture and death

• (Catholics were also persecuted in places that officially became 
Protestant.) 

• The Index was established which expanded censorship and 
banned and burned books that went against Church teachings



Council of Trent



Jesuit Priests
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The Inquisition
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What were some of the effects of the 
Protestant Reformation?



The Protestant Reformation…

• Ended religious unity in Europe, led to wars, civil wars, executions, revolts, 
and rebellion

• Eventually there would be an increase in religious tolerance
• Helped to strengthen the power of monarchs which would help to create 

the modern state
• Encouraged the rise of democracy, because it provided justification for 

challenging the authority of monarchs. 
• Since all men are governed by the laws of God, punishment should be given 

to those who break these laws -- kings included.
• Led to the rise in individualism.
• Protestants interpreted the Bible for themselves. They faced salvation or 

damnation on their own.
• Led to capitalism.  Many Protestants believed in individual hard work.   The 

benefits of hard work is often profit which made it religiously okay to be 
wealthy.  (Profit as a goal is a key component of capitalism.)



What were some of the changing 
cultural values, traditions, and 

philosophies during the Reformation?



Changing Cultural Values, Traditions, 
and Philosophies

• Secularism

• Individualism

• Eventually Religious Tolerance

• Democracy

• Capitalism



What was the role of the printing press 
in the spread of new ideas?



The Printing Press…

• Helped spread the ideas of the Reformation

• Decreased the cost of books, which gave 
more people access to books which led to an 
increase in literacy


