
The Contemporary World



What are some challenges faced 
by the contemporary world?



Some of the challenges faced by the 
contemporary world are…

• Migrations of refugees and others

• Ethnic and religious conflicts 

• New technologies

• Terrorism

• Poverty

• Poor health

• Illiteracy

• Famine



Migration and Refugees



• The number of people forcibly uprooted by conflict 
and persecution worldwide stood at 42 million at 
the end 2009.

• The total includes 16 million refugees and asylum 
seekers and 26 million internally displaced people 
uprooted within their own countries.

• 80% of the world's refugees are in developing 
nations, as are the vast majority of internally 
displaced people.

• Although the overall total of 42 million uprooted 
people at year's end represents a drop of about 
700,000 over the previous year, new displacement 
in 2009 – not reflected in the annual report – has 
already more than offset the decline.



Ethnic and Religious Conflict



Selected Regions of Ethnic and/or 
Religious Conflict

• Middle East

• Northern Ireland

• Balkans

• Horn of Africa

• South Asia



Middle East

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Six_Day_War_Terrritories_2.png
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Northern Ireland

•The conflict in Northern Ireland, which has 
killed thousands, has political and religious 
roots that are centuries old. 
•In modern times the conflict is centered on 
opposing views of the area's status. 
•Some people in Northern Ireland, especially 
the mainly Protestant Unionist community, 
believe it should remain part of the United 
Kingdom. 
•Others, particularly the mainly Catholic 
Nationalist community, believe it should leave 
the UK and become part of the Republic of 
Ireland.



Balkans



Horn of Africa



South Asia



Poverty













What is terrorism?



• Terrorism is the use of violence and threats to 
intimidate and coerce for political reasons.



What are some examples of 
international terrorism?



International Terrorism

• Munich Olympics

• 9/11 Attacks

• Car Bombings

• Suicide Bombers

• Airline Hijackers



Munich Olympics

Image of terrorist looking over the 
balcony of the Israeli team quarters 
at Building 31 of the Munich 
Olympic village. This is the most 
widely recognizable and iconic 
photo of the event

•The Munich massacre is an informal name for 
events that occurred during the 1972 Summer 
Olympics when members of the Israeli Olympic 
team were taken hostage and eventually killed 
by the Palestinian terrorist group Black 
September.

•By the end of the ordeal, the terrorists had 
killed eleven Israeli athletes and coaches and a 
West German police officer. 
•Five of the eight members of Black September 
were killed by police officers during a failed 
rescue attempt. 
•The three surviving terrorists were captured, 
but later released by West Germany following 
the hijacking by Black September of a 
Lufthansa airliner. 
•Israel responded to the massacre with 
Operation Spring of Youth and Operation 
Wrath of God, as well as a series of airstrikes 
and killings of those suspected of planning the 
kidnappings.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/2b/Ap_munich905_t.jpg
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9/11/2001



What have been some government 
responses to terrorism?



Government Responses to Terrorism

• Surveillance and privacy rights

• Security at ports and airports

• Identification badges and photos



What new technologies have created 
opportunities and challenges?



Impact of new technologies

• Widespread but unequal access to computers 
and instantaneous communications

• Genetic engineering and bioethics



How does the developing world compare with 
the developed world in terms of economic, 

social, and population characteristics?



Contrasts between developed and developing nations

• Developed and developing nations are 
characterized by different levels of economic 
development, population characteristics, and 
social conditions.



Characteristics of the Developed World
• better access to technology

• stronger more diverse economies

• higher literacy rates/better education

• better access to good health care

• slower population growth because of family 
planning/birth control

• usually have capitalism & free markets

• women tend to have equal rights and often work 
outside the home/get educations

• as countries become developed their citizens want 
more liberty and rights



Characteristics of the Developing World
• little access to technology
• weaker economy
• often dependent solely on one crop or one type of work
• weak education systems
• high illiteracy rates
• high population growth b/c:

1. less family planning knowledge
2. more kids needed to work on farms
3. high infant mortality rate makes people try to have 

more kids
• often controlled by dictators and 
• rarely have free markets/capitalism
• women have traditional role - homemaker, caregiver
• people often do not realize what it means to truly have 

liberty



What are two factors that are having a 
major impact on the environment?



Factors Affecting the Environment

• Rapid Population Growth

• Economic Development



What impact are economic development and rapid 
population growth having on the environment?



Environmental challenges
• Pollution

• Loss of habitat

• Ozone depletion

• Global climate change



What are the links between economic 
development and political freedom?



• Sound economic conditions contribute to a stable 
democracy

• Political freedom helps foster economic 
development

• Free market economies produce rising standards 
of living and an expanding middle class, 

• This middle class is educated which produces 
growing demands for political freedoms and 
individual rights

• Recent examples include Taiwan and South 
Korea.



How is economic interdependence 
changing the world?



• The countries of the world are increasingly 
dependent on each other for raw materials, 
markets, and financial resources, although 
there is still a difference between the 
developed and developing nations.



• Role of rapid transportation, communication, and 
computer networks

• Rise and influence of multinational corporations
• Changing role of international boundaries
• Regional integration (European Union)
• Trade agreements—North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA), World Trade Organization 
(WTO)

• International organizations— United Nations 
(UN), International Monetary Fund (IMF)


