
The Cold War



What was the Cold War?



• The Cold War (1945 – 1990) was a period of 

conflict and tension between the US and 

USSR that began after World War II and lasted 

until communism collapsed in the Soviet Union.  

It was NOT an actual war between the US and 

USSR.

Nations in Blue: 
NATO Countries
Nations in Red: 
Warsaw Pact 
Countries





• What was the Yalta Conference?



• The Yalta Conference was a meeting that took place 

during World War II.  Churchill, Stalin, and 

Roosevelt in Yalta on the Crimean Peninsula.  

Some of the agreements were that:

– Germany would be divided into 4 blocs.

– The USSR would join the UN, but each member of the 

security council would have veto power.

– The USSR would join the allies in defeating Japan.

– The USSR took back lands that they lost during World 

War I.









Extracts from US 

President Roosevelt's 

speech to the US 

Congress on the Yalta 

Conference, March 

1st 1945, referring to 

the question of 

Poland



• What was the new policy that replaced the old 

policy of appeasement? 

Hitler



• World War II proved that appeasement did not 

work.  

• So, after World War II, the US used 

deterrence.

• Deterrence meant that the US was able and 

prepared to respond to any Soviet nuclear 

attack with an equally destructive strike. 

• Since an attack would result in “mutually 

assured destruction,” an attack would never 

be made.



• What was the Truman Doctrine?



• The Truman Doctrine was initially a plan 

designed to make it less likely for 

communists to take control of Greece and 

Turkey.  

• The US gave $400 million to support the 

economies and militaries of Greece and 

Turkey.

Truman then offered support to anyone 

who wanted to resist communism.





• What was the Marshall Plan?



• The Marshall Plan was a plan designed to 

help all of Europe rebuild from the War.  

Stalin turned down this aid to the communist 

nations of Eastern Europe so the plan only 

aided Western European countries.  











• What were the key events and who were 

the key leaders that led to China 

becoming a communist nation?



• 1927 – Chinese Civil War between Communists led by Mao 
Zedong and Nationalist led by Chiang Kai-shek.

• Chinese stop fighting and join together to fight Japan who 
invaded Manchuria (northern China)

• 1945 - Japan surrenders, the Chinese Civil War starts again

• The communists win.

• 1949 - Mao Zedong becomes the ruler of the People’s 
Republic of China.

• The losers flee to Taiwan.

Mao Zedong
Leader of Communist China

Chiang Kai-shek 
(Jiang Jieshi)



• What was containment?



• Containment was the policy that guided US 

foreign policy during the Cold War.  The goal 

was to contain communism.  In other words, 

to keep communism from spreading to more 

nations.



• When did the Cold War become a hot 

war?

(What two wars took place during the Cold 

War?)



• The Korean War and the Vietnam War were 

two wars that occurred during the Cold War 

period.

Vietnam is united and 
becomes a communist 
nation.

The Korean War ends in a divided 
Korea.  North Korea remains 
communist while South Korea is 
democratic.

Ho Chi Minh



• In which war was the US successful in 

containing communism?



• The US successfully contained communism 

in the Korean War.  North Korea remains 

communist while South Korea is democratic.

The Korean War ends in a 
divided Korea.  North Korea 
remains communist while 
South Korea is democratic.



• In which war did the US fail to contain 

communism?



• The US failed to contain communism in 

Vietnam.  North and South Vietnam were 

united into one country under a communist 

government.

Vietnam is united and 
becomes a communist 
nation.

Ho Chi Minh



• What was the Korean War?



• The Korean War (1950-1953) was a war 

between communist North Korean and 

democratic South Korea.  It took place during 

the Cold War Period.  

The Korean War ends in a 
divided Korea.  North 
Korea remains communist 
while South Korea is 
democratic.



• What were the causes, effects, and 

significance of the Korean War?



• Causes:  North Korea invaded South Korea

• Effects: Korea is divided at the 38th parallel.  

North Korea remained communist and South 

Korea remained democratic.

• Significance: The US was successful in 

containing communism.



• Who was Ho Chi Minh?



• Ho Chi Minh was the major Vietnamese 

communist leader who led a fight for 

independence against the French and U.S.



• What were the causes and results of the 

war between North and South Vietnam?



• Communists guerilla fighters tried to 
overthrow the government of South Vietnam 
which was supported by the US.

• The US sent military advisers and eventually 
500,000 soldiers to fight the Communists.

• Nixon began withdrawing troops in 1969

• 1973 peace agreement was signed

• 1975 North Vietnam completes their victory 
over South Vietnam and Vietnam was united 
under a Communist government.



• What was the iron curtain?



• The iron curtain 

was a term coined 

by Winston 

Churchill.  Churchill 

was referring to the 

division between 

western Europe 

and eastern 

Europe.  Western 

Europe was 

democratic while 

eastern Europe 

was communist.









• What are satellite nations?



• Satellite nations were the nations in eastern 

Europe controlled by the Soviet Union.  They 

are also called puppet nations.



• What is NATO?



• NATO is the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.  It 

was an alliance formed by  the democratic nations 

to protect themselves from possible communist 

aggression.



• What was the Warsaw Pact?



• The Warsaw Pact was an organization formed 

by the Soviet Union in response to the 

formation NATO.  It was an alliance of 

communist nations.  (The Soviet Union and 

its eastern European satellite nations)



• What was the Berlin Wall and why was it 

built?



• The Berlin Wall was a wall that divided East 

and West Berlin.  Nikita Krushchev ordered 

the building of the wall to prevent refugees from 

fleeing Eastern Europe.

West and East Germany The City of Berlin is located in East 
Germany, but it is also divided into 
west and east.





• What was the Cuban Missile Crisis?



• In 1962 Krushchev began building 
nuclear missile sites in Cuba.

• Kennedy demanded that the missiles be 
dismantled and removed.

• US naval vessels set up a quarantine.

• After negotiations, Krushchev agreed to 
remove the missiles.

• This crisis showed the world that 
nuclear war was a real possibility.





John F. Kennedy and Nikita Krushchev



Aerial Photograph of Missiles in 

Cuba (1962)





• What caused the collapse of communism?



• Communism collapsed during the 1980s 

and 90s for many reasons.  Some of them 

were:

– Eastern Europeans were tired of being ruled 

by fear under communism

– Growing nationalism in Eastern Europe

– A declining economy in the Soviet Union



• Berlin Wall comes down: 1989

• Germany is officially reunited: 1990

• The Soviet Union breaks up: 1991

The tearing down of the Berlin Wall symbolizes the end of communism.


