
Verbs 

A verb tells about an action or a state of being. There are three 
types of verbs: action, linking, and auxiliary. 

Action Verbs 

An action verb expresses action. It tells what a person or a thing 
does. 

Muskrats swim in marshes. 
We built a fantastic sandcastle. 
To find out whether a word is an action verb, ask yourself 
whether that word expresses something you can do. Can you 
muskrat? No! Can you marsh? No. But can you swim? Yes—swim 
is an action verb. 

Linking Verbs 

A linking verb links the subject of the sentence with information 
about it. Sometimes linking verbs are called "state-of-being 
verbs." 

Jeremy is tired. 
This apple tastes so sweet. 
In the first sentence, is links Jeremy to information about him-
the fact that he is tired. That is his state of being. 

In the second sentence, tastes links apple to information about 
it—its sweetness. Did you think taste was an action verb? Well, it 
is—when the subject is doing the tasting. But here, the apple 
isn't doing any tasting. The apple itself tastes sweet. That is its 
state of being. 

Verb	  Tenses: 

Past	  (usually	  end	  in	  –ed)	  



Present	  (sometimes	  adds	  –s	  or	  –es	  to	  the	  verb)	  
Future	  (usually	  use	  the	  helping	  verb	  will	  or	  shall)	  
	  

*It’s	  very	  important	  to	  make	  sure	  your	  subject	  and	  verb	  
tenses	  agree	  throughout	  your	  writing!	   

 

Adjectives 
An adjective modifies a noun or pronoun. In this case, 
"modifies" means "tells more about." Adjectives are words 
that describe things. 

 
I planted orange flowers in the round pot. 
The long-eared rabbit nibbled the little carrots. 
Adjectives can answer the question "What kind?" (Orange 
flowers; little carrots) 

Adjectives that, these, this, those, and what answer the 
question "Which?" 

I'm going to open that present. 
Those socks look warm.  

Adjectives what and which are used in a question. They 
help to ask about something. 

What movie do you want to see? 
Which leaves turn color first? 

Adjectives give indefinite, or general, information. Often, 



it answers the question "How much?" Some common 
indefinite adjectives are all, any, each, every, few, many, 
and some. 

Many children like dinosaurs. 
Did you want some bananas? 

 

Nouns 
A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea. 

Common Nouns and Proper Nouns 

Common nouns refer to common, everyday things. 

The dog sleeps in her own bed. 
His friend is crazy about popcorn. 
My cousin went to college. 
 

A proper noun refers to specific things that are unique or 
have names. Proper nouns begin with capital letters. 

My friend Miranda is from Wyoming. 
In 2015 Valentine’s Day falls on a Sunday. 
 
A noun names something you can experience with at least 
one of your senses (sight, hearing, touch, taste, and 
smell). Most nouns are concrete nouns. 

My ice melted in the sun. 
Darrel's kitten tore apart the yarn. 
Thunder rattled our windows. 



 
A noun names something you cannot experience with your 
senses. Sometimes abstract nouns are called "idea nouns." 

Sandra's courage and curiosity made her a good explorer. 
It's important to have respect in a friendship. 
Honesty is usually the best policy. 

Singular	  vs.	  Plural	  Nouns 

Singular nouns name one person, place, thing, or idea. 
Plural nouns name more than one person, place, thing, or 
idea. Watch the spelling for plural nouns!  

Sometimes you add -s.  

Sometimes you add –es.  

• Sometimes you change the -y to -i and add –es.  
• Sometimes you change the -f to -v and add –es.  
• Sometimes the spelling changes completely, and 

sometimes it doesn’t change at all!  

Possessive Nouns 

Possessive nouns help show ownership.  

• For a singular noun that doesn’t already end in s, 
you add an apostrophe and an s. (‘s)  

• For a plural noun that doesn’t end in s, you add an 
apostrophe and an s. (‘s)  

• For a plural noun that ends in s, you add an 
apostrophe after the s. (s’)  

 



 
 
 

 

 

	  


