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Reconstruction 
 

What was Virginia’s economy like after 

the Civil War? 

-it was in ruins 

 

What happened to the banks? 

-they had closed 

 

What happened to the money in 

Virginia? 

-Confederate money had no value 

 

What was Virginia’s economy like after 

the Civil War? 

-it was in ruins 

What was Reconstruction? 

 

 

-the period following the Civil War in 

which Congress passed laws designed to 

rebuild the country and bring the 

southern states back into the Union 

What needed to be rebuilt in Virginia? 

 

-railroads 

-bridges 

-plantations 

-crops 

What government agency was set up to 

help poor blacks and whites? 

 

 

 

 

-Freedman’s Bureau 

Name  5 things that millions of freed 

slaves needed  after the Civil War- 

-food 

-housing 

-education 

-jobs 

-clothing 

What happened to  plantations during 

the Civil War? 

 

 

 

-plantations and crops had been 

destroyed 

What did the Freedman’s Bureau provide 

to poor whites and blacks? 

 

 

-medical care 

-food 

-schools 



What was sharecropping? 

 

 

-it was a system in which freeman and 

poor white farmers rented land from a 

landowner by promising to pay the 

owner with a share of the crop 

 

What is discrimination? 

-the unfair difference in the treatment of 

people 

 

How can you remember what 

discrimination means? 

-discrimination starts with –d and so 

does the word discrimination 

What were “Jim Crow “ laws? 

 

 

 

-they were laws passed in the south that 

established segregation and reinforced 

prejudices held by whites 

What did many freemen and poor white 

farmers do after the Civil War? 

 

 

 

 

-became sharecroppers 

During Reconstruction, what important 

right did men of all races get? 

-they could vote 

 

Who started to have power in Virginia’s 

government? 

-black men 

What established segregation and 

reinforced prejudices held by whites? 

 

 

 

-”Jim Crow” laws 

 

What is segregation? 

-the separation of people, usually based 

on race or religion 

How can you remember what 

segregation means? 

-segregation starts with –s and so does  

the word separation 

What happened to the right of black men 

to vote after Reconstruction? 

-”Jim Crow” laws took away their rights 

 

 

Who was effected by “Jim Crow” laws? 

-blacks and Native Americans 

What were poll taxes? 

-fees men had to pay before they could 

vote 

 

What were voting tests? 

-tests men had to take before they could 

vote 



After Reconstruction, why did blacks find 

it difficult to vote or hold office?- 

 

-the “Jim Crow” laws of poll taxes and 

voting tests meant they could not vote 

Who did “Jim Crow “ laws effect? 

 

-all people of color, including American 

Indians 

Where were coal deposits discovered? 

 

-Tazewell County 

 

 

Who did “Jim Crow” laws force to use 

separate poor quality services, such as 

drinking fountains , restrooms, and 

restaurants? 

 

-blacks and American Indians 

What happened to Virginia’s cities after 

the Civil War and Reconstruction? 

 

-cities grew with: 

    -people 

    -businesses   

    -factories 

 

Because Virginia was growing, what did 

it need more of? 

 

-more and better roads 

How did “Jim Crow “ laws effect 

children ? 

-schools were segregated,  so black 

children and white children could not go 

to the same school, 

 

-Some American Indian children went to 

separated tribal schools 

What was the key to expansion of 

business, agriculture, and industry? 

-railroads 

 

What did railroads do? 

-they facilitated growth of small towns to 

cities 

What became an important crop and 

product in Virginia? 

-tobacco 

 

What became an important industry in 

Virginia? 

-tobacco 

 


