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The following information was created by my students during the 2010-2011
school year during their studies of the English attempting to begin their colony in Jamestown.  The information the students

listed below is  from the time period of 1578-1646.
 

Click here to view information about Native American Indians in Virginia
Key People:
 
Sir Richard Grenville - Sir Richard Grenville was a navigator who Sir Walter Raleigh hired him. He went back and forth
between the new world and England. 
 
Queen Elizabeth I - was Queen of England from 1558-1603.  She made England very powerful.   Virginia was her nickname. 
She granted charters to English navigators to travel the oceans.
 
Opechancanough  - he became chief of the Powhatan after his  brother, chief Powhatan died in 1618.  He wanted to kill
many colonists .  Opechancanough did not like the English taking the Indians land. During a battle with the colonists  1 of every
3 colonists  died. He died when some English soldiers captured him and a colonists  shot and killed him in 1619.
 
John Smith - a soldier, writer,  and adventurer. He was a strong leader in early Jamestown, but was badly injured
and returned home in 1609. Later he explored the Atlantic coast from Maine to Cape Cod. He Believed in daily military
training. Also , his  philosophy was "you don't work you don't eat".  John Smith kept the colony going until the gunpowder
explosion. 
 
King James I - was king of England from 1603 to 1625.  Jamestown was named after him. In 1624 he  took away the
company's  charter, and  made Virginia a royal colony. He was not a fan of tobacco.
  
Christopher Newport - was commander of the voyage to settle Jamestown in 1607. He made four more supply voyages to
the colony, helping Jamestown survive.  The names of the three ships that Christopher Newport toke on his  voyage were the
Susan Constant ,the Godspeed , and the Discovery. Newport kept his  three ships together unlike John White and Ralph Lane.
 
Pocahontas  - Chief Powhatan's  daughter and married John Rolfe which kept peace between the English and the American
Indians. Pocahontas never went back to her American Indian tribe so she was a prisoner for the English and while learning
about stuff one of her teachers and Pocahontas fell in love with each other and the teacher who married Pocahontas was John
Rolfe.  
 
Sir Walter Raleigh  - He was Sir Humphrey Gilbert half brother. He was the queen's right hand man. He planned the first 2
voyages to Virginia.  He never got to see the new world. He made tobacco popular.
 
Lord De La Warr - was Virginia's  governor from 1611 - 1614. When Gate's  ships reached Jamestown in 1610, he found most
settlers had died. Lord De La Warr's  real name was Thomas West.
 
The Virginia Company of London - the people who sponsored Christopher Newport, John Smith,Thomas Gates and Lord
De 
La Warr They wanted the colonists  to find three things:

1. find gold.
2. find shortcut to the Northwest Passage.
3. find any survivors of the "Lost Colony" .

 
Chief Powhatan - the chief of the Algonquin speaking group.  He died in 1618. His  brother Openchancanough took over as
chief.  When the English took Chief Powhatan the English were willing to give his  daughter back if he gave them English
prisoner's  , Chief Powhatan said no to this  opportunity.
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Ralph Lane   - Lane is  best remembered for his  unsucessful attempt at Roanoke Is land. The journey began April 9,
1585 Richard Grenville was captian of the ship. They got there on the date August 17, 1585 with 107 colonist to explorer the
area Grenville wasn't supposed to come on the is land he was supposed to lead the ship and then he would turn back around
to England. 
 
Sir Humphrey Gilbert - tried to claim Newfoundland for the English but he went back to England and left no colonists  in
Newfoundland and he drowned and died trying to find more land for England.  
 
Sir Tomas Gates -  In May 1610 Sir Tomas Gates  arrived with two small ships. He brought instructions from  The Virginia
Company of London. They were to start a miss ion and teach American Indians Christianity.
 
John Rolfe - John Rolfe married Pocahontas in 1614 and took her to England .He also found Carribean tobacco seeds to sell
to English as their cash crop.
 
Sir John Harvey - Sir John Harvey was the first royal governor in Virginia. He ignored complaints of planters forced to sell to
English merchants at low prices. He was very loyal to king James.
 
Mistress Forrest  - One of the first two English women to arrive in Jamestown in 1608. She may have died in the starving
time.
 
Anne Burras - One of the first two English Women to arrive in Jamestown. She married and gave birth to the first English
baby born in Jamestown. Her name was Virginia.
 
Virginia Dare - Colonist Eleanor Dare gave birth to a daughter that was the first baby born in Virginia she named her Virginia
after the colony. Virginia Dare was a rare bright moment for the colony.
 
Don Luis - He was an amereican Inndian boy who got kinned by the spainsh. 
 
John White - In May 1587 Raleigh sent 150 colonist to Virgina to settle along the Chesapeake Bay. John White lead this  group
and brought farmers  and families with him.  
 
Thomas Gates - he was like the second john smith .He put people to death if they never work.He was so valiant. He cut
people hands and feet if they didn't work.The third time you didn't work he put you to death.No one like Thomas Gates
because Thomas Gates was so mean.
 
Key Places:
 
England - was the place that the ships were being sent from with colonists , supplies, and letters of demands. It was also
where all the colonists  used to live and where King James I lived.
 
Fort Henrico -  was a Fort on the upper James River. It was built in 1611. And it was the second permanent
English settlement.
 
Jamestown - was the first  permanent English settlement in North America, built in 1607 on the James River.
 
Roanoke Island -  was where Ralph Lane and John White explored. John White was the leader of the lost colony. He left to go
to England to get supplies. When he left he left fifteen colonists  on Roanoke Is land. When he got to England they were in war
with Spain. White couldn't return for three years. When White returned, the colonists  were gone and he found the letters
carved on a tree. That became the lost colony.           
 
The James River - was where the Indians traveled by canoes and caught fish with spears for food.

 
Important Dates & Event



Important Dates & Event
 
1644 - A war starts  with the Indians and the English.
 
1646 - Opechanough was killed and the Powhatan were defeated. 
 
1622 - Powhatan attack the English colony's  and forts .
 
1620 - In 1620 about one hundred unmarried women arrived. The Virginia Company had hopes that the women would marry
and start families to help the colonists .
 
1619 - the Virginia Company of London gave colonists  some control of their own government. They did it by allowing the
election of Burgesses.
 
 1619 - colonists  would say what they wanted the Burgess's  and they would report to the assembly and they would tell the
Virginia Company and they would or would not grant their wish.
 
1619 - The General Assembly has it's  first meeting the group met for s ix days and discussed laws, taxes, behavior and
trade.   
 
1618 - John Rolfe sent his  first cargo of Caribbean tobacco to England. - John Rolfe sent his  first cargo of Caribbean tobacco
to England.
 
1618 - Chief Powhatan died, and a new leader took control of the Powhatan. His  name was Opechancanoug.
 
1614 - John Rolfe and Pocahontas get married and brought peace with the Indians for a while.
 
1611 - Fort Henrico built and became the 2 settlement.
 
 1609 Winter  -  the starving time begins.The starving time was a time when the colony at Jamestown had little food and
many died because the colonist did starved from hunger.
 
1607 - Jamestown was the first permanent English colony in Virginia.
 
1607 - John Smith is  captured on the Chichonamy River . A Powhatan hunting party captured him. After stops at several
villages he was brought to Chief Powhatan known as Wahunsonacock. This  was Smith's  first meeting with the powerful chief.
He showed respect to Powhatan. He had a military background so he wasn't falling for it like the other colonist. He also met
his  daughter Pocahontas. He gained the chief's  respect and was let free. 
 
1606 - On December 20th Christopher Newport took 3 ships to sail to the Americas. The ships names were the Susan
Constant, the Discovery and the Godspeed.
 
1587 -  John White went to England to get more supplies. When he got to England there was a war between Spain and
England. John White couldn't go back to Roanoke Is land for three years. When he got back Roanoke Is land he Found the letters
CRO carved into a tree. Then it becames known as the "Lost Colony".  
 
1585 - Ralph Lane was given a charter.
  

  Key Vocabulary Terms:   
 
House of burgesses -The first group of local representatives in Virginia. Established in 1619.
 
Assembly -  a gathering or meeting to consider problems or pass laws.
 



Burgess - A representative  to colonial's  Virginia's  House of Burgess's .
 
indentured servant - A person by a contract to work without pay for a period of time and get there own land , Normally 4 - 7
years.
 
malaria - A blood disease passed to humans by mosquitoes. People can get a fever and maybe die. Many colonists  got this
at Jamestown.
 
enslaved - To be held captive by another person and forced to work for them against there will.
 
cash crop - A plant that planters grow to sell at the market. Tobacco was the colonists  cash crop.Cash crop was the settlers
money.
 
plantation - A large farm, usually one where a cash crop is  made.
 
veto-  The right of the executive branch of government refuse to s ign a bill into a law.
 


