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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Greetings Comets!  March is a very busy month at Horizon.  It started with 
Read Across America day on Friday, March 1.  We were blessed to have 
a variety of invited readers buzzing around the building throughout most 

of the day.  Every class had at least one special reader visit their room.   

In the next three weeks we are scheduled to have our Annual Science Fair, 
the Dominion Cluster Fine Arts Night, the Second Grade Musical, the 5th 
Grade SOL Writing Test, and Career Day.  The dates and times for these 

events are noted in this newsletter.  

Thursday, March 14 at 6:30 pm is the LCPS Regional Spelling Bee at 
Stone Bridge High School.  Omkar Bhalerao will be representing Horizon 

Elementary School.  We wish him the best of luck! 

This year spring break begins the last week of the month on Monday, 
March 25th and goes through Friday, March 29th.  But do not forget that 
Monday, April 1st is a student holiday/teacher work day.  Students return 
on Tuesday, April 2nd.  I hope that everyone has a safe and relaxing 

break. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

MARCH EVENTS 

Fri Mar 1, 2013 

Read Across America Day 

Tue Mar 5, 2013 
Spring Individual / Class Portraits 
6:30pm Navigating through the Pre-teen and Teenage 
Years Where: PFHS Auditorium 

Wed Mar 6, 2013 

6:30pm - 8pm Horizon Science Fair 

Tue Mar 12, 2013 
5th gr Multiple Choice English SOL 
7pm - 8pm RBMS Rising 6th grader Parent Orientation 

Where: RBMS Auditorium 

Wed Mar 13, 2013 
5th gr Multiple Choice English SOL 
6pm - 7pm DOM Cluster Fine Arts Night Where: DHS 

Fri Mar 15, 2013 

6:30pm - 7:30pm Horizon 2nd Grade Musical 

Mon Mar 18, 2013 
5th gr English Essay SOL 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Internet Safety Presentation - Part 1 of 2 

Where: PFHS Auditorium 

Tue Mar 19, 2013 
5th gr English Essay SOL 
2:35pm - 3:30pm Comet Council 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Internet Safety Presentation - Part 2 of 2 
Where: PFHS Auditorium 

PTA Spirit Day/Night: Velocity 5 

Wed Mar 20, 2013 

5th gr English Essay SOL 

Thu Mar 21, 2013 
7pm - 8pm SRMS Rising 6th grader Parent Orientation 

Where: SRMS Auditorium 

Fri Mar 22, 2013 
College Fair/Career Day 

End of Grading Period 3 

Mon Mar 25, 2013 – Fri Mar 29, 2013 

NO SCHOOL/Spring Break 

Mon Apr 1, 2013 

NO SCHOOL/Teacher Workday 

Tues Apr 2, 2013 

School Resumes 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
BEGINS APRIL 16, 2013  

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
If you would like a Kindergarten registration packet, please 

complete the registration request form found on the Horizon website, 
http://www.lcps.org/horizon.  The link can be found on the right side 

of the page, “Request Registration Package Here”, or contact  

Violet Sowa-Badders at 571-434-3260 
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Thank you for your participation. 
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Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org.  You can also follow her on Facebook, "Debbie Rose- School Board" 

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  
Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

School Board Representatives 

Comet Parents, 

I would like to remind everyone of some very important dates for our students at Horizon. 

Our 5th grade students are preparing for the SOL English: Online Writing Test. The Multiple-Choice section of the SOL 
English: Online Writing Test will be administered on March 12th and 13th and the Short Paper, or essay, for the SOL 

English: Online Writing Test between March 18th – 20th. 

The remaining Standards of Learning (SOL) tests for grades 3 through 5 will occur from May 6th –May 31st.  Parents, 

please stay tuned for additional information highlighting the specific dates each test will be administered to your child.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 571-434-3260. 

Respectfully, 

Chris Painter 

Assistant Principal 

TESTING NEWS 

 

March 2013 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian of Second Grade Students: 

During the period from April 2nd through April 12th, second grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools will take 
the Cognitive Abilities Test, Form 7, Level 8, which is also referred to as the CogAT. The CogAT measures general and 
specific cognitive skills that allow a student to learn new tasks or solve problems, especially in the absence of direct 
instruction. Students’ reasoning abilities are measured by three different batteries, or groups of test items:  the Verbal 
Battery, the Quantitative Battery, and the Non-Verbal Battery. Each battery is comprised of three subtests. Students will 
complete all nine subtests, three per day, on three consecutive school days. Test questions are read to the students by the 

teacher, with a brief break in between subtests. The daily test administration period is untimed. 

Students at Horizon will be taking the CogAT tests on Monday, April 8th, Tuesday, April 9th, and Wednesday, April 10th.  
Our 2nd grade students will also have the opportunity to complete practice tests on Tuesday, April 2nd, Wednesday, 
April 3rd, and Thursday, April 4th prior to the administration of the CogAT.  Students will be permitted to take their 

finished practice test home on Friday, April 5th. 

Score reports are expected to arrive in the school division and will be sent home to parents/guardians in June. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (571) 434-3260. 

Thank you, 

Christopher Painter 

Assistant Principal 

mailto:debbie.rose@lcps.org
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THE READING CORNER 

MRS. BOBBIE LEE 

Each year, teachers administer the DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment) to students. The purpose is to determine an 
approximate reading level, to determine strengths and weaknesses, and to determine the next steps of instruction.  
Benchmarks are set. We would like students to be on level 3 by the end of kindergarten, level 16 by end of first grade, 
level 28 by the end of second grade, level 38 by the end of third grade, level 40 by the end of fourth grade, and level 
50 by the end of fifth grade. At levels 1-24, students respond orally. At level 28 and above, students are required to 

respond in writing.  

That being said, there are ways you can help your child. First, the obvious, read!! Just like a sport, the more you practice, 
the better you get. Second, be a good reading model. Show your child that you value reading by being a reader 
yourself. Third, talk with your child about his/her reading. What follows are some things that we look for on the DRA 
assessment. You can do things at home which will improve your child’s reading and improve the chances that he/she will 

do well on the DRA. 

1. Have your child orally (and/or in writing) retell the story. Is it in correct sequence? Did he use the characters’ names 

or just pronouns? Can he tell the problem/solution of the story? 

2. Have your child identify his favorite part AND tell why it is his favorite. 

3. Have your child tell the connections she/she had while reading.  Usually when reading, the character or setting or 
problem or solution or something reminds us of another story, or an event, or a TV show or something.  Ask, what did 

this story make you think of? What connection did you make? What did it remind you of? 

Try these at home. I am sure your child will benefit from these added practices.  Reading is so much more than just saying 

the words.  

 

 

Horizon's 2nd Grade Class presents: "Child of the World," a musical about five important characteristic traits.  Come 

out and hear us on Friday, March 15th at 9:10 AM, 1:40 PM & 6:30 PM. 

The Horizon Chorus will present their Spring Concert on Wednesday, April 17th at 9:10 AM, 1:40 PM & 6:30 
PM.  This will be the last time you can hear them before their grand debut on the Kings Dominion Concert Stage on 

May 4th.  Be sure to come out and show your support! 

CHORUS NOTES 

MR. TODD GRIVETTI 
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HORIZON 

PTA NEWS 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

President  
 Mike Morgan 
 president@horizonpta.org 
Sr. VP 
 Amy Sandridge 
 srvp@horizonpta.org 
Treasurer 
 Meredith Pilaro 
 treasurer@horizonpta.org 
 

Recording Secretary 
 Amy Sandridge 
 recsecy@horizonpta.org 
Corresponding Secretary 
 Teresa Demangos 
 corrsecy@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Staff Relations 
 Laura Ellingwood & 
 Kimberly Misch 
 staffrel@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Membership & Directory 
 Kelli Evers & Gail Godek 
 membership@horizonpta.org 
 directory@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Social  
 Amye Love & Kristen Sirois 
 social@horizonpta.org 
VP-After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) 
 Ginni Arcuri 
 asep@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Fundraising 
 Amy Curran & 
 Joanne Canellos 
 fundraising@horizonpta.org 
VP-Spirit Sales  
 Debbie Mulhearn 
 spiritsales@horizonpta.org 

GO COMETS!  

www.horizonpta.org 

 
‘Horizon Elementary  

School and PTA’  

Go Comets! 

Mike Morgan, President, Horizon PTA  

president@horizonpta.org, iPhone: michael.d.morgan@comcast.net, (703) 963-4292  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: FUN FAIR AND MOVIE NIGHT 

Yes it's that time of year again.  Time to start planning one of the most popular school events of the year-Fun Fair!! 
We are looking for volunteers to help us plan with games, concessions, and prizes. We will also need many 
volunteers to help out the night of Horizon's Fun Fair on May 31.  This is an end of the year tradition enjoyed by so 

many students and parents. 

We are also looking for a few volunteers to help organize a Movie Night in May as well.  This will be a fun Friday 
night for students and families to get together eat popcorn and watch a fabulous family friendly movie-to be voted 
on by the students of Horizon.  If you are interested in leading either of these events please contact Amye Love 

amyemlove2@yahoo.com and Kristen Sirois kristen.sirois@yahoo.com. 

The Horizon Lego ASEP team is seeking donations of Legos. 
We’ve purchased several sets this year which will remain 
property of the PTA for use with future ASEP classes, but are 
always in the market to add to our growing collection. If you 
have Legos that you’d like to donate, please contact Jennifer 

Hughes at Jennifer.Hughes@lcps.org. Thanks for your support! 

Lego your Legos!?!  

POETRY MASTERS CLUB 

Each month a selection of poems are available for grades 1-5.  Any child who wishes to participate will memorize a 
selected poem for their grade category and recite the poem to the Poetry coordinator and/or parent volunteer.  The 
March poems will be available on Friday, 3/8 and recited on Friday, 3/22.  Congratulations to the following students 
who successfully memorized and recited the January poem to Mr. Raye and Mrs. Sandridge: 

Matthew Godek 
Julienne Galie 
Tess Durham 
Mary MacGoy 
Katie Nelson 
Lexi Guy 
Ayaan Kamal 

Jasmine Hus 
Divya Lobo 
Alycia Kutz 
Natalie Sandridge 
Neal Bhatnagar 
Snigdha Indurti 
Matthew Levi 

Karim Kadir 
Alex Foster 
Hannah Cantrell 

mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:treasurer@horizonpta.org
mailto:recsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:corrsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:staffrel@horizonpta.org
mailto:membership@horizonpta.org
mailto:directory@horizonpta.org
mailto:social@horizonpta.org
mailto:asep@horizonpta.org
mailto:fundraising@horizonpta.org
mailto:spiritsales@horizonpta.org
http://www.horizonpta.org
mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:michael.d.morgan@comcast.net
mailto:amyemlove2@yahoo.com
mailto:kristen.sirois@yahoo.com
mailto:Jennifer.Hughes@lcps.org
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MATH SUPERSTARS  
Congratulations to all the students who continue to participate in the Math Superstars program!  Check out the 
Link to Math Superstars on the PTA website to download weekly sheets (Just follow this link:  http://

www.lcps.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640) and you too can be a math superstar! 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all the Horizon students who took the second WordMasters challenge on February 20th!  They all 
learned new words and got practice with analogies.  Congratulations to the students who earned the three highest scores 

in each grade: 

Third Grade: 
Alex Foster, Uma Pillai, Kiran Smitka tied 

Alina Alfaro, Andrew Burtner, Jack Martinez, Jacob Sanderson tied 

Aaditya Dhavale, Lily Egenrieder, Jaidan Means tied 

Fourth Grade:     Fifth Grade: 
Max Baskin      Omkar Bhalerao 

      Nikkil Jag    Frank Ellingwood, Connor Patton, Andrew Zhang tied 

    Ethan Camacho   Shane Alexander, Hannah Cantrell tied 

Congratulations to all that participated! 

Improving vocabulary skills using analogies. 
The final WordMasters challenge of the 2012-2013 school year is scheduled for Wednesday, April 24th for interested 
3rd, 4th and 5th grade students.  Copies of the word lists will be available  in the front office on March 19th.  Resources to 
help students learn the words and practice for the challenge are available on the PTA tab of the Horizon website.  Just 
follow this link:  http://www.lcps.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389.  For more information contact Amy Sandridge 
at srvp@horizonpta.org. 

    Tuesday, March 5th 

    PICTURE DAY! 

    Photographers will  
    take group photos  
   and individual pictures.  
Please remember to send in your 

order form. 

5th Grade Picnic is scheduled 
for Wednesday, June 5th. 
Planning for this event is in the 
works. If you would like to 
assist with organizing, 
volunteering, or contributing 
toward the event, please 
contact Ms. Gang at 

Barbara.Gang@lcps.org. 

Attention 5th grade parents 

It’s time for a change!   

Change your clocks and batteries… 

Daylight Saving Time (United States) begins Sunday, March 10, 
2013, 2:00 am and ends Sunday, November 3, 2013, 2:00 am.  
Safe Kids USA would like to remind you that when it’s time to 
change your clocks for daylight saving time on March 10, 2013, 
you should also change the batteries in all your smoke alarms.  
It’s important to change the batteries once a year, unless they’re 
10 year lithium batteries. For more fire safety information, 

please visit Safe Kids Fire. 

http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=48389
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:Barbara.Gang@lcps.org
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PARENT LIAISON     
MRS. ROBIN MONG 

To view current or previous versions of “Parents Make a Difference” Newsletter, please visit the following link: 

http://www.lcps.org/page/1597 

YOU ARE INVITED... 
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Internet Safety: What Parents Need to Know 

Presented by: The Loudoun County Sheriffs Department 

Monday, March 18th at 6:30pm (Part 1) 
Tuesday, March 19th at 6:30pm (Part 2) 

Where: Potomac Falls HS Auditorium 

The two-part course will help introduce parents to basic Internet safety as 
well as some advanced techniques to help keep their children safe while online and using technology.  
Please be advised that these are PARENT ONLY CLASSES due to GRAPHIC CONTENT.  Internet Safety 
is a common topic of discussion for today’s parents and in some cases can be a source of anxiety.  With 
technology moving ahead at such a rapid pace, it can be hard for parents to keep up let alone catch 
up.  Topics that will be discussed: Social Networking, Sexting/Texting, Cell Phone Technology and 
Features, Laptops vs. Desk Top PC’s, Current Trends, Predatory Behaviors, PC and Console Gaming, 

and Monitoring Techniques. 

YOU ARE INVITED... 

Registration for LCPS’s 2013 Summer in the Arts Program 

Are you currently in 5th - 11th grade and looking for something cool 
to do this summer when it’s really hot outside?  Then come join us for 
Summer in the Arts (SIA) June 17th - June 28th 2013 at Briar Woods 
High School in Ashburn, VA.  What is SIA you ask?  Summer in the Arts 
is an enrichment program sponsored by Loudoun County Public 
Schools for county youth entering into grades 6th - 12th in the fall of 
2013.  SIA consists of workshops in the performing, literary, visual 
and creative arts.  Classes are offered for a variety of ages, grade 
levels, and experiences.  Some workshops are mixed grade and 
mixed ability grouped while others are designated for separate grade ranges.  Instructors for the workshops are 
chosen from Loudoun’s finest arts teachers in both the public and private education.  The program will conclude with 
a culminating final “Arts Explosion” and “Gallery Walk” on Friday, June 28th form 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM to showcase 

the students’ unique, hands-on discovery and learning experience. 

Registration for Summer in the Arts will open on Friday, March 1, 2013.  For more information and to register for 

SIA, please visit:  http://www.lcps.org/page/600 

We hope to see  you there! 
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF CURRENT 5TH GRADERS: 

Jennifer Ewing 
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ATENCIÓN PADRES DE CORRIENTES 5 º GRADO: 

Jennifer Ewing 
Director 
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We are on the web! 

www.lcps.org/horizon 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to participate 

meaningfully in any of our school 
programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 

Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five 

working days prior to the activity. 

OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their 
classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, 
unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be 
escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents 
picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the main 
office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  
Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front 
counter.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down 

on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the 
absentee line at 571-434-3261 to report the absence or late to school 

information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a 
note in with your child in the morning.  The office cannot redirect children after 
school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a change 

during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

If you have not done so already, 
please consider joining our PTA.  The 
PTA sponsors many social and 
educational activities to enrich your 
child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 
activities and volunteer opportunities on 
the PTA portion of our webpage: 

www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

PARENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PIMS) 
The Parent Information Management System 
(PIMS) is an online tool that provides a convenient 
way for the primary parent/guardian of a 
student to manage changes to the phone and/or 
email information for the contacts in their child’s 
record.  When using PIMS you can review, at your 
convenience, the current contact information that exists for your child.  If you 
need to update the current phone/email/emergency contact information, you 

can easily submit the update request online. 

To access the PIM system, visit the LCPS Internet site, www.lcps.org.   

Click on the PIM link on the right side under “Quick Links”. 

Once the request has been submitted, your child’s  school will review the 

request before accepting. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

(SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by 
staff, with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according 

to the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP is posted 

on the Horizon website. 

MSAAC 

The Minority Student Achievement 
Advisory Committee (MSAAC) works in 
partnership with Loudoun County Public 
schools staff, parents and community to 
further the academic, social, and 
cultural development of every student 
and to ensure that the needs of all 
minority students are met.  The group 
meets in the School Board Meeting 
Room of the LCPS Administration 
Building Please see the meeting 
schedule on page 8.  More information 
can be found on the school system 
website at www.lcps.org under the 
“Parents” tab, and then select Minority 
Student Achievement Advisory 

Committee. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has several 
areas designated for lost items such 
as lunch boxes and clothing.  
Students that misplace their 
belongings can check in the Lost and 
Found bin that is located outside the 
music room.  Items of value or 
importance such as glasses, jewelry, 
and keys are kept in the front 
office.  If your child has lost an item, 
please encourage them to check in 
the Lost and Found bin or with the 
office secretary.  Items that go 
unclaimed will be donated at the 
end of each quarter to a local 

charity. 


