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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

This year’s American Education Week was a huge success.  We started the week with a 
wonderful All School Veteran’s Day Assembly and Donuts with Dads.  The week was full 
of events at every grade level and the Scholastic Book Fair, with over 900 visitors to our 

building.  Thank you to all who were able to visit Horizon during American Education 

Week.  

The month of December starts with the PTA sponsored Jingle Bell Run and Pancake 
Breakfast on Saturday, December 1.  The race begins at 8 am and will be followed by 
the Pancake Breakfast in the Comet Café.  Holiday parties will be on one of two days this 
year:  Thursday, December 20 or Friday, December 21.  You will receive more 

information from individual classrooms.   

In January, a parent survey will be sent home requesting your feedback on how the  
2012-2013 school year has been so far.  The time line for submitting your input will be 
from Wednesday, January 2, 2013 – Wednesday, January 16, 2013.  I hope you will 
take a moment to complete the survey online or fill out and return a hard copy.  The 
survey will be available in both forms.  I value your input and will take it very seriously 

when reflecting on our practices here at Horizon.  

Please make a note that the winter break begins on Monday, December 24, 2012 and 
school will resume on Wednesday, January 2, 2013.  I wish you all a wonderful holiday 

season and a safe and happy New Year! 

Warm regards,  

 

Jennifer Ewing 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

Horizon ES Events 

Sat Dec 1, 2012 

7:30am Jingle Bell Run 

Tue Dec 4, 2012 

WordMasters Challenge (Gr. 3/4/5) 

2:35pm - 3:45pm Chorus Rehearsal 

Tue Dec 11, 2012 

2:35pm - 3:45pm Chorus Rehearsal 

2:35pm - 3:30pm Comet Council 

Mon Dec 17, 2012 

9am - 10am Poetry Masters Recite 

Tue Dec 18, 2012 

2:35pm - 3:45pm Chorus Rehearsal 

Wed Dec 19, 2012 
9:10am - 10:10am Holiday  

 Sing-a-long by Chorus 

Fri Dec 21, 2012 

PTA Cookie Exchange 

Mon Dec 24, 2012 - Tue Jan 1, 2013 

NO SCHOOL/ Winter Break 

Wed Jan 2, 2013 

Classes Resume 

SWEATS FOR VETS 

We are extending the deadline to Friday, December 7th.  Please help us exceed the amount we 
collected last year.  Last year we collected 42 sweatsuits that we donated to the Knights of 
Columbus.  Thank you to everyone who generously donated sweats for our "Sweats for Vets" 

campaign, so far we have collected 35 pairs.     
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Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org.  You can also follow her on Facebook, "Debbie Rose- School Board" 

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  
Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

School Board Representatives 

CHORUS NOTES 

MR. TODD GRIVETTI 

Chorus rehearsals continue every Tuesday after school 

until 3:45 PM.   

The All School Holiday Sing Along, led by the 
Horizon Chorus and all the students, is scheduled for 
Wednesday, December 19th at 9:10 AM.  We hope 
you can make it!  PM Kindergarten students are invited 

to come in and participate with their parents. 

 

POETRY MASTERS CLUB 

Each month a selection of poems are available for grades 1-5.  Any child who wishes to participate will memorize a selected poem 
for their grade category and recite the poem to the Poetry coordinator and/or parent volunteer.  The December poems will be 
available on Friday, 11/30 and recited on Monday, 12/17.  Congratulations to the following students who successfully memorized 
and recited the November poem to Mr. Raye and Mrs. Sandridge: 

Halima Bachir-Bouiadjra 
Karim Khadir 
Matthew Godek 
Medha Mani 
Lilly Rossi 
Julienne Galie 
Uma Pillai 
Tess Durham 
Mary MacGoy 
Lilly Egenrieder 

Alex Foster 
Alex Hickey 
Hasni Bachir-Bouiadjra 
Katie Nelson 
Divya Sharma 
Jenna Natour 
Lexi Guy 
Nora Masrour 
Zaina Tarafder 
Julie Foster 

Kaley Hooper 
Jasmine Hus 
Paige Calvo 
Divya Lobo 
Kensi Freeman 
Morgan Watson 
Alycia Kutz 
Hannah Cantrell 
Ashley Allen 
Natalie Sandridge 

Neal Bhatnagar 
Roxanna Chen 
Isabella Tao 
Abigail Hooper 
Michael Godek 
 
 

REFLECTIONS 

The HPTA Reflections contest was a success.  This 
year’s theme was “The Magic of a Moment.”  Thank 
you to all who participated and the Judges from 
Potowmack Elementary: Maura, Lorrie and Eric 

Greenman.  The Horizon winners are: 

Primary Level    Intermediate Level  
Dance      Visual Arts 
Liliana Rossi     Antonella Azzolini 
Visual Arts     Literature 
Medha Mani     Lauren Thompson 
       Photography 
       Uma Pillai 

MATH SUPERSTARS/ SUNSHINE MATH 
Our math superstars program is off to a great start this year!  All grade level weekly problem sheets will be accessible on the 
Horizon Website under the PTA link.   

mailto:debbie.rose@lcps.org
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THE READING CORNER 
MRS. BOBBIE LEE 

According to Richard Allington, University of Tennessee Professor, 
and nationally known expert in the field of reading, fluency is 
“reading aloud accurately with expression”. He also adds that 

we must include comprehension with fluency instruction. 

In recent years, much attention has been directed to the 
instruction and importance of fluency instruction. In Loudoun, 
children are assessed with the DRA (Developmental Reading 
Assessment) and fluency is one component of this assessment. 
Thus, as a parent, you will also want to include attention to 

fluency as you read with your children. 

How do you develop this? First, fluency is NOT developed by 
reading difficult text.  Fluency is developed by reading easy text 

where attention can be given to how the reading sounds. It is 
developed by modeling how the reading should sound. In other 
words, you read and model how the reading would sound, giving 
attention to punctuation, phrasing, character feeling, and 
accurate word calling. Then have your child read the same text 
and try to add the same expression. Repeated reading of the 

same text, with attention to how it sounds, increases fluency. 

Since comprehension is the main goal in reading, always discuss 
what the story is about first then move to fluency practice. We do 
not want to produce a group of readers who just “sound good” 
with no idea of what was read. We want readers who 

understand text and who are fluent. 

More information and fluency activities can be found at 

ReadingRockets.com and search for fluency. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION REMINDERS 
MRS. HOPE BOOTH 

MRS. JENNIFER BARLOW 

A couple of reminders from the Physical Education Department: 

All students in 1st-5th grade are expected to participate in 

Physical Education class.  Notes to excuse a child from 
Physical Education class should be written and sent to school 
with the child.  This note will be honored for one week or 
three Physical Education classes.  A note from the physician 
is required if a student must refrain from activity longer than 

one week.   

Students are expected to dress appropriately for Physical 

Education class.  Please make sure your child is wearing 
sneakers on the days he/she has Physical Education.   
Students wearing inappropriate shoes will not be allowed to 

participate in P.E. that day. 
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SEARCH 

MS. DENISE CORBO 

MS. KAY O’SULLIVAN 

SEARCH Newsletter 

“Making” STEM Work 

As a result of several recent studies (The National Academy of Sciences report, Rising Above the Gathering Storm, 2007; U.S. 
Department of Education’s Report of the Academic Competitiveness Council) which indicate the need for U.S. students to be 
exposed to a more rigorous education in science and math, many LCPS schools are implementing STEM initiatives.  According to 
the LCPS website:  “The goal of STEM education at LCPS is to deepen students’ knowledge, skills, and habits of mind that 
characterize science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.” 

In order to foster and support STEM education, LCPS offers many opportunities for students: 

STEM camp  

GO Girls Institute  

Genomics Institute  

GWU Science, Technology & Engineering Day  

Geospatial Technology  

Regional Science & Engineering Fair  

Academy of Science  

Science Research Initiative  

Teachers in Industry-Education Workforce Committee  

HHMI – Middle School Core Experience Initiative  

 

Additionally, many individual Loudoun County Schools are actively involved in the STEM initiative by incorporating lessons into the 
curriculum which focus on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.  What is a STEM lesson, though, and what does it look like? 

“If you walked into a classroom during a STEM activity, you would see students creating, problem-solving, asking and 
answering questions, discovering, making mistakes, and learning from those mistakes.”  http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/
VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/9860/STEM%20Article.jpg 

STEM classrooms are busy, active places with students  engaged in inquiry activities.  They are collaborating with their peers, and 
sharing their discoveries.  They are often busy MAKING things!  Bringing an idea all the way from the imagination, through research 
and experimentation, to the final stage of production is a powerful learning experience.  Classrooms nationwide are encouraging 
their students to become MAKERS!  “Making is about empowering students to see that they can bring their ideas to life, and create 
new things.”  http://www.edutopia.org/blog/stem-engagement-maker-movement-annmarie-thomas 

In the book, Learning and Leading with Habits of the Mind, author Arthur L. Costa states that “Intelligence is what you do to solve 
problems when there is no readily apparent answer.”   Building on Costa’s Habits of the Mind which support 21st century learning, 
the LCPS Gifted Education Department has established three goals: 

From transmitting meaning to constructing meaning  

From knowing the right answer to knowing what to do when the right answer isn’t obvious  

From dependency on external assessment to internal self-evaluation 

These Habits of the Mind mesh perfectly with the kind of thinking that makes for successful STEM education.  With all LCPS 
programs supporting each other, LCPS students are on their way to becoming exemplary 21st Century STEM students. 
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SEARCH December Newsletter 

THE GIFT OF GOOD BOOKS 

"A book is a gift you can open again and again" ~ Garrison Keillor 
 

As we enter a very busy time of the year when activities seem to multiply daily for both parents and children, 
we sometimes feel overwhelmed by all we have to do.  It's fun, we want to do it, we love the time with 
and friends, but wouldn't it be nice to take a break?   

What could be better for you or your child than to settle into a comfy chair with a good book and to escape 
into an interesting story?  Whether it's for a holiday present or just for a fun winter treat, consider finding 
some wonderful children's books for your child (and maybe one for yourself!). 

Sometimes, however, the vast variety of children's books is overwhelming, so for a few hints on what books 
are great "reads," what better source to recommend appropriate books for every age level than the 
American Library Association!  Speaking of libraries, if you don't have a library card for your child, why not 
get one now?  Going to the library is a great way to spend a happy hour on a cold winter afternoon or 
evening! 

Here are some very helpful links to assist you in selecting books for your child, either for purchase or to check 
out of your school or local public library.   

ALA:  Building a Home Library 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/booklists/homelib/alacbcbuildinghomelbry 
ALA:  Notable Children's Books 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb 
ALA: Great Reads 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/compubs/booklists/greatreads/greatreads_lo.pdf 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/booklists/homelib/alacbcbuildinghomelbry
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
http://www.ala.org/alsc/sites/ala.org.alsc/files/content/compubs/booklists/greatreads/greatreads_lo.pdf
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HORIZON 

PTA NEWS 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

President  
 Mike Morgan 
 president@horizonpta.org 
Sr. VP 
 Amy Sandridge 
 srvp@horizonpta.org 
Treasurer 
 Meredith Pilaro 
 treasurer@horizonpta.org 
 

Recording Secretary 
 Amy Sandridge 
 recsecy@horizonpta.org 
Corresponding Secretary 
 Teresa Demangos 
 corrsecy@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Staff Relations 
 Laura Ellingwood & 
 Kimberly Misch 
 staffrel@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Membership & Directory 
 Kelli Evers & Gail Godek 
 membership@horizonpta.org 
 directory@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Social  
 Amye Love & Kristen Sirois 
 social@horizonpta.org 
VP-After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) 
 Ginni Arcuri 
 asep@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Fundraising 
 Amy Curran & 
 Joanne Canellos 
 fundraising@horizonpta.org 
VP-Spirit Sales  
 Debbie Mulhearn 
 spiritsales@horizonpta.org 

GO COMETS!  

www.horizonpta.org 

 
‘Horizon Elementary  

School and PTA’  

Greetings Comets, 

We hope every Comet had a safe and happy Thanksgiving. 

At the Horizon PTA General Meeting on Tuesday, November 
13th FEATURED TOPIC: School Improvement Plan (SIP) and 
FIRST LEGO League (FLL) demonstration, we reviewed and 
approved the October Horizon PTA General Meeting Minutes, 
reviewed the 2012-13 Horizon PTA Operating Budget vs. 
Actual$, provided updates re: upcoming programs, activities, and 
events, discussed School Gifts – reserve allocation and 
fundrai$ing goal$: Technology for teachers & students, School 

Grounds (Playground) Enhancements Committee updates. 

We will not have a Horizon PTA General Meeting in December. 

We invite you to attend our NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, January 
13th @ 6:30 p.m. in William H. Raye, Jr. Library; FEATURED 
TOPIC: Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS).  
We alternate meeting times (morning, after-school, evening) to 
accommodate working parents, teachers, and youth sports and 
activities. 
 

Find/follow your passion and give back and pay it forward!  
Consider contributing your time and talent as a volunteer in the 
classroom, at school, at home, in the community; help us with our 
programs, activities, and events.  Please use http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B44ADAA2BA57-horizon or the 

Volunteer Opportunities form.  Everyone can’t do everything, but 
everyone can do at least one thing. 
 

 

STAY TUNED… via multiple communication channels: 
1. Horizon PTA General meetings; NOTE: No HPTA General 

Meeting in December 
2. www.horizonpta.org including ‘2012-13 Horizon PTA 

Calendar’, Executive Board contact info, and ‘Horizon PTA 
Benefits and Value’ 

3. Weekly News Blasts 
4. Find us on Facebook ‘Horizon Elementary School and PTA’ 
5. “electronic” sign 
6. Horizon Comets backpack mail system 
7. Main office; HPTA mailbox and file cabinet 
8. ConnectEd (automated phone call and e-mail system) 
9. Comet Courier 
10. HTV 
 

Have a safe and happy Winter Break!   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Go Comets! 
Mike Morgan, President, Horizon PTA  
president@horizonpta.org, iPhone: 
michael.d.morgan@comcast.net, (703) 963-4292  

Improving vocabulary skills using analogies. 
Develops verbal reasoning abilities. 

Addresses higher-order thinking skills (HOTS). 

Emphasizes logic and reading comprehension. 

 

Analogies are available in the front office.  The Challenge 

will be conducted on Tuesday, December 4th. 

mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:treasurer@horizonpta.org
mailto:recsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:corrsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:staffrel@horizonpta.org
mailto:membership@horizonpta.org
mailto:directory@horizonpta.org
mailto:social@horizonpta.org
mailto:asep@horizonpta.org
mailto:fundraising@horizonpta.org
mailto:spiritsales@horizonpta.org
http://www.horizonpta.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B44ADAA2BA57-horizon
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B44ADAA2BA57-horizon
http://www.horizonpta.org/
mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:michael.d.morgan@comcast.net
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PARENT LIAISON     
MRS. ROBIN MONG 

To view current or previous versions of “Parents Make a Difference” Newsletter, please visit the following link: 

http://www.lcps.org/page/1597 

Be sure to also register with “KEEP IN TOUCH” to get regular announcements. 

 

Loudoun County Public Schools  

Parent Resource Center Fall 2012 Event Schedule 
      Adults Only- No Childcare Available      

Moving on from Elementary to Middle School with an IEP 

Topics include the role of the case manager, block scheduling, and service delivery  

Wednesday, December 5 at 7 pm 

Moving on from Early Childhood Special Ed. To Kindergarten with an IEP 

Topics Include the Referral Process and an Overview of the Kindergarten Program 

Thursday, December 6 at 7 pm 

Unless otherwise indicated, events are held at the LCPS Administrative Building  

21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 

Pre-registration is requested. Call 571-252-2185 to register or go to www.lcps.org/prc  

You may also access the event flyer & on line registration by clicking the workshop title. 
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We are on the web! 

www.lcps.org/horizon 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to participate 

meaningfully in any of our school 
programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 

Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five 

working days prior to the activity. 

OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their 
classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, 
unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be 
escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents 
picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the main 
office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  
Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front 
counter.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down 

on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the 
absentee line at 571-434-3261 to report the absence or late to school 

information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a 
note in with your child in the morning.  The office cannot redirect children after 
school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a change 

during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

If you have not done so already, 
please consider joining our PTA.  The 
PTA sponsors many social and 
educational activities to enrich your 
child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 
activities and volunteer opportunities on 
the PTA portion of our webpage: 

www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

PARENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PIMS) 
The Parent Information Management System 
(PIMS) is an online tool that provides a convenient 
way for the primary parent/guardian of a 
student to manage changes to the phone and/or 
email information for the contacts in their child’s 
record.  When using PIMS you can review, at your 
convenience, the current contact information that exists for your child.  If you 
need to update the current phone/email/emergency contact information, you 

can easily submit the update request online. 

To access the PIM system, visit the LCPS Internet site, www.lcps.org.   

Click on the PIM link on the right side under “Quick Links”. 

Once the request has been submitted, your child’s  school will review the 

request before accepting. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

(SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by 
staff, with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according 

to the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP is posted 

on the Horizon website. 

MSAAC 

The Minority Student Achievement 
Advisory Committee (MSAAC) works in 
partnership with Loudoun County Public 
schools staff, parents and community to 
further the academic, social, and 
cultural development of every student 
and to ensure that the needs of all 
minority students are met.  The group 
meets in the School Board Meeting 
Room of the LCPS Administration 
Building Please see the meeting 
schedule on page 7.  More information 
can be found on the school system 
website at www.lcps.org under the 
“Parents” tab, and then select Minority 
Student Achievement Advisory 

Committee. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has several 
areas designated for lost items such 
as lunch boxes and clothing.  
Students that misplace their 
belongings can check in the Lost and 
Found bin that is located outside the 
music room.  Items of value or 
importance such as glasses, jewelry, 
and keys are kept in the front 
office.  If your child has lost an item, 
please encourage them to check in 
the Lost and Found bin or with the 
office secretary.  Items that go 
unclaimed will be donated at the 
end of each quarter to a local 

charity. 


