
Introductions 

 
The introduction of an essay is designed to grab the reader’s attention and spark interest in 

the essay, giving the reader an idea of the essay’s focus. 

1. Begin with an attention grabber.  

o Interesting information 
This information must be true and verifiable, and it doesn't need to be totally 
new to your readers. It could be a related fact that illustrates the point you 

wish to make.  This fact should be followed by a sentence or two of 
elaboration.  

o Anecdote 
An anecdote is a story that illustrates a point.  Be sure your anecdote is short, 

to the point, and relevant to your topic. This can be a very effective opener for 

your essay, but use it carefully! 

o Quotation 
An appropriate quotation does not have to identify the speaker, but the reader 

must understand the point you are trying to convey.  The quotation must be 
introduced or surrounded by your words (not just dropped into the 

paragraph).  Quotations MUST be followed by a sentence or two of 
elaboration.  

o Summary Information 
A few sentences explaining your topic in general terms can lead the reader to 

your thesis. Each sentence should become gradually more specific until you 
reach your thesis.  

2. If the attention grabber was only a sentence or two, add one or two more 

sentences that will lead the reader from your opening to your thesis statement.  

3. Finish the paragraph with your thesis statement.  

(http://members.tripod.com/lklivingston/essay/intro.html) 

 

Visualize your introduction as broad to specific.  You will reverse this process in your 

conclusion. 

“Grabber” with information 

 

                                                         

                                                           thesis 

 



Introductions: Leading into Your Thesis Statement 

 

Please read the following essay prompts and come up with a thesis that you would argue 

regarding each topic.  Once you have a thesis, please create a two to three sentence 

introduction incorporating the above methods. 
1. What do you consider to be the greatest invention that has shaped human’s lives and 

why? 
 

Thesis: 
 

 
Intro/grabber: 

 

 
 

 
2. The writer Mark Twain once said, “The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to 

cheer somebody else up.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement and why? 
 

Thesis: 
 
 

Intro/grabber: 
 

 
 

 
3. Do you agree that homework is an integral part of the learning process, or should 

teachers refrain from giving work outside of the classroom? 

 
Thesis: 

 
 

Intro/grabber: 
 
 

 
 

4. Many educators argue that school uniforms promote unity and decrease violent 
behavior in students, although the actual results are inconclusive.  Do you support 

the idea of school uniforms?  Why or why not? 
 
Thesis: 

 
 

Intro/grabber: 


