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KEY Vocabulary 

TERM 
Description 

 
mestizo 

 

 a person of mixed white, indigenous (Amerindian), and 
sometimes African descent. 

 

 
Amerindian 

 

 original peoples of North and South America: indigenous 
people. 

 

 
indigenous 

groups 
 

 
 

 population of Amerindian heritage in Mexico 

 
maquiladoras 

 

 factories that produce goods for export, often located along 
the U.S.-Mexican border. 

 

 
coup d’ etat 

 

 a forceful, extra-constitutional action resulting in the removal 
of an existing government. 

 

 
anticlericalism 

 

 opposition to the power of CHURCHES or CLERGY in politics 
 

 Some countries – people opposed to Catholic Church in 
politics 

 

 
ejidos 

 

 land granted by Mexican government to an organized group of 
peasants. 

 

 
ejidatarios 

 

 

 the recipient of an ejido land grant in Mexico 
 

 
sexenio 

 

 

 the six-year administration of Mexican presidents. 
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clientelism 

 an informal aspect of policy – making in which a powerful 
patron offers resources such as land, contracts, protection, or 
jobs IN RETURN for support and services of lower-status and 
less powerful clients.  Corruption, preferential treatment, and 
inequality are characteristic of clientelist politics. 

 

 
 

North American 
Free Trade 
Agreement 

NAFTA 

 a treaty among the United States, Mexico, and Canada 
implemented on January 1, 1994 

 

 treaty eliminates trade barriers among the three nations and 
establishes procedures to resolve trade disputes. 
 

 NAFTA serves as a model for an eventual Free Trade Area of 
the Americas zone that could include most nations in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

 

 
newly 

industrializing 
countries 

NICs 

 This term describes a group of countries that achieved rapid 
economic development beginning in the 1960’s  

  

 This stimulated by robust international trade (exports) and 
guided by government policies. 
 

 The core of NICs are usually considered to be Taiwan, South 
Korea, Hong Kong, and Singapore, but also Argentina, Brazil, 
Malaysia, Mexico, and Thailand. 

 

 
corporatist state 

 a state in which interest groups become an institutionalized 
part of the structure 

 

 
civil society 

 refers to the space occupied by voluntary associations outside 
the state 

 

 EXAMPLE: professional associations – lawyers, doctors, 
teachers,  also trade unions students and women’s groups, 
religious bodies and other voluntary association groups. 

 

 
state capitalism 

 an economic system that is primarily capitalistic but in which 
there is some degree of government ownership of the means 
of production. 

 

import 
substituting 

industrialization 
ISI 

 strategy for industrialization based on domestic manufacture 
of previously imported goods to satisfy domestic market 
demands.  
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green revolution 

 a strategy for increasing agricultural (food) production, 
involving improved seeds, irrigation, and abundant us of 
fertilizers 

 

 
 

informal sector 

 that portion of the economy largely outside government control 
in which employees work without contracts or benefits 

 

 EXAMPLE: casual employees in restaurants and hotels, street 
vendors, and day laborers in construction or agriculture. 

 

 
 

proportional 
representation  

PR 

 a system of political representation in which seats are 
allocated to parties within multimember constituencies, 
roughly in proportion to the votes each party receives.  

 

 PR usually encourages the election to parliament of more 
political parties than single-member-district winner-take-all 
systems. 

 

 
technocrats 

 

 career-minded bureaucrats who administer public policy 
according to a technical rather than a political rationale. 
 

 
para-statal 

 ? – not in glossary 
 

 A company or agency owned or controlled wholly or partly by 
the government. 
 

 Example: a para-statal mining company – a company 
controlled wholly or partly by the government. 

 

 
accommodation 

 

 an informal agreement or settlement between the government 
and important interest groups in response to the interest 
groups’ concerns for policy or program benefits 

 
 

 


