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Dulles Schools 

Newsletter 
Late Fall 2015 Edition of the Dulles Schools Newsletter 

 

Welcome to the twelfth edition of the Dulles Schools Newsletter.  In this edition I reflect on the 

Bond Referendum, Attendance Zones Changes, 2016 School Calendar, Diploma Seal, and 

Student Subject Area Proficiency Statistics.  

 To be added to the electronic distribution list, please contact me via email:   

Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 

 

Important Dates: 

Nov 3
rd

:   Election Day 

Nov 5
th
:   6:30 pm Attendance Zone Staff Briefing/Public Hearing (LCPS Admin Building) 

Nov 9
th
:   6:30 pm Attendance Zone Working Session (LCPS Admin Building) 

Nov 11
th
: VETERANS DAY – SCHOOLS OPEN 

Nov 12
th
:  7:00 pm Dulles District Math Forum (Mercer Middle School) 

Nov 13
th
:  Deadline for taking 2016-2017 School Year Calendar Survey 

Nov 16
th
:  6:30 pm Attendance Zone Staff Briefing/Public Hearing (LCPS Admin Building) 

Nov 23
rd

:  6:30 pm Attendance Zone Working Session (LCPS Admin Building) 

Nov 25
th
 – 27

th
    THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – SCHOOLS CLOSED 

Nov 30
th
: 6:30 pm Attendance Zone Staff Briefing/Public Hearing (LCPS Admin Building) 

Dec 2
nd

:  6:30 pm FY 2017 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) & Capital Asset 

Preservation Program (CAPP) Public Hearing and Work Session (LCPS Admin) 

Dec 7
th
:  6:30 pm Attendance Zone Staff Briefing/Public Hearing (LCPS Admin Building) 

Dec 8
th
:  6:30 pm School Board meeting with Attendance Zone Plan Approval 

Dec 13
th
:  1:00 pm and 6:00 pm Excellence in Education Banquets 

  

Election Day- November 3rd:  Support the Bond Referendum! 

November 3
rd

 is Election Day.  Please support the School Board bond referendum question to 

fund two new schools:  an Elementary School and a High School.  Although neither is likely to 

be physically located in the Dulles District, the impact on our schools’ class sizes will be 

significant! 
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Principals Carrier Simms and Bob Phillips meet at half court 

before the Mercer/Lunsford Charity Basketball Tournament 

 

Elementary Attendance Zone Changes to Affect Dulles District 

Schools 
The addition of Madison’s Trust Elementary School next fall requires another round of school 

attendance zone changes.  Children at the following Dulles District schools may be affected: 

Rosa Lee Carter, Moorefield Station, Creighton’s Corner, and Legacy.  The process includes 

several public hearings (see listing of important dates above).  To follow the process, go to LCPS 

Boundary Hearings website: http://www.lcps.org/Page/154050. Note that the changes to 

elementary school attendance boundaries do not affect middle or high school boundaries.  School 

Board Policy 2-21 guides the Board in how to set school attendance zones.   

 

The policy and process can be located on the LCPS website: 

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s

%20Trust%20ES/Policy%202-32%2009092014.pdf. 

If you have thoughts on your community preferences, please contact me at Jeff.Morse@lcps.org.  

Include your current planning zone, which can be found at:  

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s

%20Trust%20ES/web%20postings/Planning%20Zone%20Maps%20Overview%20and%20Detai

l%20Maps.pdf. 

 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/Page/154050
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s%20Trust%20ES/Policy%202-32%2009092014.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s%20Trust%20ES/Policy%202-32%2009092014.pdf
mailto:Jeff.Morse@lcps.org
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s%20Trust%20ES/web%20postings/Planning%20Zone%20Maps%20Overview%20and%20Detail%20Maps.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s%20Trust%20ES/web%20postings/Planning%20Zone%20Maps%20Overview%20and%20Detail%20Maps.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/ES%2027%20Madison%20s%20Trust%20ES/web%20postings/Planning%20Zone%20Maps%20Overview%20and%20Detail%20Maps.pdf
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Calendar Inputs Sought for 2016-2017 School Year 
The Loudoun County School Board reviewed two options for the 2016-17 school calendar at its 

Tuesday, October 27th, meeting. While there are only slight variations between the proposed 

calendars, the School Board thinks it is important for the public to give its opinion on them. 

Stakeholders are being asked to take a survey on the calendar options. Please note that Loudoun 

County Public Schools (LCPS) qualifies for a state waiver to start school prior to Labor Day. 

Both of these calendar options have the same start date, one week prior to Labor Day. Under 

both options, the school year ends on a Friday. The survey on the calendar options will close on 

Friday, November 13th. The School Board is scheduled to adopt a calendar at its December 1st 

meeting.   

 

The two options under consideration are located at: 

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/12/Draft1617CalendarOptionsAa

ndB.pdf. 

 

To take the survey, click on the following LCPS link: 

http://www.lcps.org//cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=8418 

 

 

Liberty STEM students presenting a One to the World Project to the School Board  

 

Virginia Becomes 12
th

 State to Award Biliteracy Seal on Diplomas 

Earlier this year, the Governor Signed a law approving a Seal of Biliteracy for High School 

graduates who attain a high level of proficiency in one or more languages in addition to English.  

The Virginia Department of Education approved criteria for the seal in June, and has begun 

implementing the process.  

 

Loudoun citizens played a critical role in this effort:  Sudha Regi (a former French teacher from 

J. Michael Lunsford) originated the idea; LCPS Director of World Languages and Cultures 

Suzette Wyhs assisted me in drafting the language; and Delegate Ramadan and Senator Wexton 

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/12/Draft1617CalendarOptionsAandB.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/12/Draft1617CalendarOptionsAandB.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=8418
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each sponsored the bipartisan legislation in their respective chambers.  Also, the School Board 

unanimously supported it as a recommendation on our 2015 Legislative Position to the General 

Assembly. 

 

Evidence and Criteria can be found on the Virginia Department of Education website:  

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/diploma_seals/seal_of_biliteracy/index.shtml 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
State Laws Regarding a Seal of Biliteracy                                     Virginia State Page for Biliteracy Seal 

 
 

Rock Ridge Takes First Place at Virginia Theater Association 

Festival 

Rock Ridge High School’s cast and crew of “Ernest and the Pale Moon” earned top honors at the  

Virginia Theatre Association’s High School Theatre Festival, held last week in Richmond. The  

Competition -- the largest festival in the state -- included 54 schools. The competition is not divided  

into categories according to school size or other distinctions. All schools – public and private, large  

and small – compete for the top honor. 

  

The team from Rock Ridge also earned awards for Best Costumes and Best Technical Merit.  

Two students from the school, seniors Lucky Vermuri and Rami Zein, auditioned for various  

colleges while attending the event. The two students were offered a total of $172,000 in  

scholarships. 

  

As the state champions, the cast and crew will represent Virginia in competition at the South 

Eastern Theatre Conference in Greensboro, N.C., in March. To raise funds for this trip, Rock 

Ridge will offer an encore performance of “Ernest and the Pale Moon” at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 

December 5th. The suggested donation to attend the performance is $10. 
 

 

 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/diploma_seals/seal_of_biliteracy/index.shtml
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Rock Ridge Performers Take First Place at VTA Festival  

 

Loudoun Schools Showing Overall Increased Proficiency in Subject 

Areas  
Loudoun Students continue to perform well in all subject areas based on analysis from the LCPS 

Research Supervisor Dr. Ryan Tyler.  While the trend is positive in almost all areas, weaknesses 

still exist, particularly in pass rates for English Language Learners.  LCPS will continue to 

analyze the data, create improvement plans, and execute them in an effort to close all 

performance gaps for all populations. 

 
Subject Area Proficiency for LCPS Students  
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Proficiency by Division by Subject Area 

 

Updates to Bandwidth Address Connectivity Issues 

There have been some concerns about slow connectivity at our Dulles South Schools.  Dr. Rich 

Contartesi, Assistant Superintendent for Technology Services, provided the following update:  

On October 15
th

 Verizon completed a requested circuit upgrade, doubling the capacity of 

throughput from 450 Mbps to 1Gbps in two separate “hubs” that service 35 schools in 

the Sterling/South Riding Verizon Communication area.  This has been a project in the 

works with Verizon for eight months.  

 
Stone Hill Students present their project to the Innovative Solutions Consortium  

and to Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe 
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Closing Comments 

A special thanks to our teachers and staff as they press forward with changes including Phoenix, 

Bring you own technology, and various new policies.  Also, thank you to the employees of the 

Department of Transportation who have implemented challenging updates to our procedures and 

integrated new bus routing technology.  Although we have had some bumps in the road, we are 

finally settling in with pickups and drop offs.  It was appropriate that we celebrated Bus Drivers 

and Assistants Day last week!   

 

Finally, I will be busy in the next few months working on new Transportation policy language, 

boundary changes, and the budget.  As always, I am available to you for any questions or 

concerns.  Please contact me at your convenience.  
 

 

Sincerely,     

Jeff Morse 
 

Jeff Morse 

Loudoun County School Board 

Dulles District Representative 

Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 

 

mailto:Jeff.Morse@lcps.org

