
Dear Trailside Community, 

When Trailside Middle School became a Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) school we hosted 

parent workshops, worked with our PBIS team to outline processes, and delivered specific 

lessons for all students on processes and practices, as well as lessons on Digital Citizenship. We 

believe that technology can be used to enhance instruction as well as student engagement.  

Each and every day, our students are interacting in some way with technology at school.  

Our challenge is that technology for our students is also a social communication tool. In order 

to keep all students safe, both physically and emotionally, we outline school zones where 

devices can be used, as well as zones that are off limits. There are also visual symbols in the 

classroom for when technology can be used for instruction.   

As we begin the second quarter, the administration team, along with the Health and PE 

Department, is meeting with all students to go over the processes and practices for BYOT.  The 

gymnasium, cafeteria, bathrooms, and locker rooms are “no technology zones.”  All students 

are required to have their devices locked away in their grade level locker prior to going to 

Health and PE.  We have also reviewed with all students, the “off and away” practice in 

hallways, gathering areas, and classrooms, except when in use for instruction.  Please visit our 

website for specific guidelines.  

Earlier this year, Sergeant Spurlock, with Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office, hosted a presentation 

on Technology Safety for all 6th grade students, as well as an evening event for parents. Our 

current 8th grade students will have a similar presentation next year at SBHS.  In these 

presentations, it was emphasized not only to students and parents about internet safety, but to 

school personnel as well. Our first and foremost responsibility as educators is to keep all 

children safe.  We respectfully request that you support what the school has determined to be 

appropriate for the smooth running of a middle school with over 1200 students.  Our 

commitment to you, is that we will do our very best to ensure the safety and well-being of all 

students and to instruct and facilitate learning so that all students reach their potential. Thank 

you for partnering with us and supporting our Trailside BYOT practices and procedures. 

Warm Regards, 

Bridget M. Beichler 

Bridget M. Beichler 

Principal of Trailside Middle School  


