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Ryan likes to do homework at the 
public library. Ashley takes a Span-
ish class there. Logan belongs to  
a book club run by the chil-
dren’s librarian.

Did you know your young-
ster can do many activities  
at the library in addition to 
checking out books and looking 
up information? Try these ideas 
for getting the most out of 
this free resource.

The library’s quiet atmosphere  
and handy reference materials make 
it an ideal study zone. Take your child 
there to do homework, study with 
friends, or work on group projects.

Visit the library’s Web site or stop 
by the circulation desk to sign up for 
free or low-cost classes. Your young-
ster might take poetry, painting, or 
origami courses.

Libraries always appreciate volun-
teers. Your child could reshelve 
books, read aloud to younger children, 
or prepare crafts for story hour. If he’s 
too young, ask if you can help out 
alongside him.  

Look on bulletin boards or ask a 
librarian about groups that meet in 
the library. Perhaps there’s one that 
will strengthen your youngster’s read-
ing skills, like a children’s mystery 
book club or a writers’ workshop.

Tip: Encourage your child to get to 
know the librarians. If they’re familiar 
with his interests, they’ll be able to 
suggest new books and activities to 
try when he visits.

The People  
of Sparks 

When the  
residents of Ember 
emerge from their dying 
underground city, they 
must learn to survive on 
the earth’s surface. They discover sun-
light, grass, and the people of Sparks. 
Will the two very different groups be 
able to get along? F ind out in Jeanne 
DuPrau’s sequel to Th e  C ity  o f E m b e r.

The Truth About Horses,  
Friends, & My Life as a Coward 
Sophie G roves thought owning a 
horse would be a dream come true—
until her mother bought her the 
meanest pony in M aine. N ow after 
two more horses, she’s still learning 
to handle the unpredictable animals 
and face her fears. A story by Sarah  
P. G ibson.

Pedro’s Journal 
Pedro’s reading and 
writing skills have  
landed him a job as a 
ship’s boy aboard the 
S a n ta  M a r ia . Written  

in diary form, Pam C onrad’s historical 
fi ction describes Pedro’s adventures as 
he sails the Atlantic with C hristopher 
C olumbus and arrives in the N ew 
World. (Also available in Spanish.)

If the World Were a Village 
The world’s population is 6 .2  billion—  
a number that’s tough to grasp. So 
author David Smith shrinks statistics 
into numbers that youngsters can 
understand. F or instance, if just 1 0 0  
people lived on earth, 3 9  
would be under the age 
of 1 9 , and 2 2  would 
speak C hinese. An 
eye-opening social 
studies lesson for all ages.

O pen up a whole new world for your 
child by introducing her to audio books. 
These recorded stories can ex pose her to 
more challenging material and make 
reading even more fun. 

Your child can fi nd audio ver-
sions on C D at the library or download 
M P3  fi les from an online bookstore. 
Visit Web sites such as w w w .e m e d ia  
e x pr e s s .c o m  or w w w .c h ild r e n s -b o o k s -a u d io  
.c o m  for inex pensive audio books.

Listen together in the car, or 
play an audio book for 
the whole family 
after dinner. Your 
youngster could 
also listen on a 
tape player or 
iPod before  
going to bed.

Take turns picking titles. F rom 
adventure and science fi ction to classics 
and short stories, there’s something for 
everyone. Tr e a s u r e  Is la n d  (Robert Louis 
Stevenson) and Ja m e s  a n d  th e  G ia n t 
P e a c h  (Roald Dahl) are good choices for 
all ages.  
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H ere’s a simple way for 
your youngster to practice writing clear 
instructions. She’ll learn to be more spe-
cifi c in her writing, which will help her 
with essays for school.

Start by reading ex amples of instruc-
tions around the house (board games, 
craft kits, recipes). Then, list things your 
child does regularly that have multiple 
steps, such as making a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich or brushing her teeth.

N ow for the challenge: each of you 
choose a task from the list and write 
step-by-step instructions. F or ex ample, 
peanut butter and jelly directions might 
begin: 1 . Take out the bread. 2 . G et a 
knife. 3 . O pen the peanut butter. 

When you fi nish, trade papers and try 
to follow each other’s directions ex actly 
the way they are written. C an you both 
complete the tasks correctly?

the questions fi rst. K nowing what to look 
for will boost her reading comprehension.

O n a multiple-
choice test, your child should read the 
whole question and all the options before 
answering. If she’s stumped, suggest that 
she rule out unlikely answers so she’ll 
have fewer to choose from.

Recommend that 
your youngster answer easier questions 

fi rst. She can mark harder ones and come 
back to them later.

Tip: B e sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a 
healthy breakfast before her test.

When standardized test time rolls 
around, having the right tools can make a 
big difference in your child’s scores. Equip 
her with these test-taking strategies so she 
can do her best.

Together, look at practice 
tests and make a list of words that appear 
frequently in questions. Talk about what 
they mean. F or instance, “ compare”  means 
to ex plain how things are alike, and “ contrast”  
means to describe how they’re different. 

If the instructions ask your youngster to 
read a passage and answer questions, encourage her to skim 

Last spring, I discov-
ered a new way to share 

reading with my son M ichael. M y neigh-
bor gave our family tickets 
to her son’s high school 
play. After the perfor-
mance, M ichael sur-
prised me by asking to 
read the book the play 
was based on. We bor-
rowed a copy from our 
neighbor, and by the 
end of the week, we’d 
both fi nished reading it. 

N ow I keep an eye out for plays 
inspired by books, either at the high 
school or at our community theater. 

Sometimes we read the book 
fi rst. O ther times, we see 
the play fi rst. Then we 
compare the two versions.

We recently saw Th e   
M ir a c le  W o r k e r, and nex t 
we have tickets for Th e  
W iz a r d  o f O z . M ichael has 

already fi nished reading 
both books!

etc . The G am e of Abbre-

v iation Contem plation 

Sharpen thinking skills by decoding 

abbreviations. Players are given a string 

of letters plus fi ve clues. F or ex ample, 

the initials “ DH ,”  along with the clue 

“ a miniature house for toy people,”  

stands for “ dollhouse.”  The fi rst per-

son to shout out the correct answer 

scores points. P a tc h  P r o d u c ts

Perq uac key 

This classic word 

game will build 

your child’s 

spelling and logic 

skills. Toss out a cupful of letter dice 

and race against time to make as many 

words as possible. The more letters 

you use, the more points your words 

are worth. C ollect 5 ,0 0 0  points to win.  

L a k e s id e

K ids Against 

B ullying 
This site will help 

your child spot and 

stop bullies. H e can 

learn facts about bullying and 

discover other kids’ opinions on the 

issue. There’s also a section with real-

life stories and poems. If your young-

ster has a story about bullying to tell, 

his writing might be published, too. 

w w w .pa c e r k id s a g a in s tb u lly in g .o rg

K ristine O ’Connell G eorge 

Visitors can read and listen to poetry 

on the offi cial site of this children’s 

poet. They’ll also discover the inspira-

tion behind G eorge’s writing and learn 

to create their own verses. Includes 

ex ercises for budding poets, such as 

making observations and starting an 

idea notebook. w w w .k r is tin e g e o rg e .c o m


