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What makes someone a hero? Your 
child can learn about important charac-
ter traits and build reading, writing, and 
vocabulary skills through books that fea-
ture heroes.

Use these activities to help him iden-
tify heroes and write about favorite story 
characters. 

List traits
Together, brainstorm virtues that 

heroes might have (honesty, courage, 
loyalty, kindness, responsibility, fairness,  
persistence). Help your youngster look  
up the traits in a dictionary and write 
descriptions in a spiral notebook labeled 
“Heroes.” Example: “Responsibility 
means people can depend on you to do 
what you’re supposed to do.” In addi-
tion to learning about good character, 
he’ll increase his vocabulary.

Choose characters
Have your child list three to five story 

characters he admires. He can look 
through the books to find examples of 
how they are heroic. For example, in Lois 
Lowry’s The Giver, Jonas bravely stands up 

n The Trojan Horse: 
The Fall of Troy 

Retold in  
comic-book style, the 
story of the Trojan 
War comes to life  
in this book by 
Justine Ron Fontes. 
Helen of Troy is kidnapped, goddesses 
argue over who is prettiest, and sol-
diers fight to capture the city of Troy. 
(Also available in Spanish.) 

n How to Take the Grrrr  
Out of Anger 
This book, filled with tips, jokes,  
and cartoons, is designed to give  
kids some tools for handling anger  
in healthy ways. Author Elizabeth  
Verdick uses a humorous touch to 
help tame tempers and teach conflict- 
resolution skills. The book also 
includes ideas for finding resources 
like hotlines and school groups for sit-
uations that youngsters can’t handle.

n Wolf at the Window 
What does the mysteri-
ous wolf ghost want? 
Mandy Hope isn’t sure. 
But people in town are 
scared and talking about sending the 
wildlife park’s new wolves away. Can 
she solve the mystery in time? Find 
out in this animal adventure by Ben 
M. Baglio.

n Instead of Three Wishes  
Magic touches the lives of ordinary 
people in this short-story collection 

from Megan Whalen 
Turner. Leprechauns 
attract tourists to a small 
town, a boy travels back 
in time, and a girl turns 
down an elf’s offer of 
three wishes. 

Book 
Picks Story heroes

Family library 
Make your home more reader friendly by putting your 

child in charge of organizing a family library. Try this 
three-step plan:

1. Choose a location. You might clear a corner in the 
family room for inexpensive shelves or put books in  
baskets or crates on the floor. Having a central location 
will make it easy to find something to read.

2.  Organize the books. Your youngster might divide them into nonfiction and fiction. 
Nonfiction books can be grouped by topic (cooking, reference, nature, sports). She 
can arrange fiction alphabetically by the authors’ last names.

3.  Gather other materials. Use folders or three-ring binders for neighborhood and 
school newsletters, travel brochures, or Web site printouts. Newspapers and maga-
zines can go into bins.  

for his community’s freedom. Relating the 
character’s actions to a virtue will boost 
your youngster’s reading comprehension.

Make “trading” cards
Cut baseball card-sized pieces from 

poster board. Have your child draw a pic-
ture of each story character on the front 
of a card. On the back, he can write what 
qualities make the character a hero. He’ll 
build writing skills and creativity.

Tip: Remind your youngster that he 
knows real-life heroes, too! Ask him to 
think of an honest uncle, a kind teacher, 
or a helpful coach.  
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O u R  P u R P O S e

My son Anthony has 
always enjoyed helping 

other kids with their homework. When 
his friend Simon was struggling with 
grammar, Anthony offered to explain 
adverbs and prepositions to him.  
Another time, he helped a classmate  
create an outline for an essay. 

Recently, one of Anthony’s teachers 
noticed that he had a knack for teaching 
and suggested that he join the school 
peer tutoring group. Mr. Miller said he 
could sign up in the guidance office. 
Soon, Anthony was tutoring two stu-
dents once a week after school in the 
cafeteria.

Not only are Anthony’s classmates 
earning better grades, he’s learning more, 
too. He said that thinking of different 
ways to explain things helps him under-
stand them better. He has also made 
some new friends in the process.

puts on the board, and always write down 
dates, formulas, and definitions exactly 

as they’re given. When the teacher 
says, “This is an important 

point,” you should highlight 
that section. Finally, leave 
extra lines so there’s room 
to add comments or ques-
tions later. 

After. Go over your notes 
each night, and underline main 

points. If the notes are hard to read, 
rewrite or type them. Note: Copying them not 

only makes the notes more legible, it will help you 
remember the information better.

Being able to take notes quickly and accurately is  
a skill every student needs. Share these strategies 
to turn your youngster into a first-rate note taker.

Before. Read textbook assignments and review 
your notes each night to get ready to listen for 
new material the next day. At the beginning of 
class, label your notes with the date and topic 
(12-12-08, Berlin Wall) so it’s easier to put them 
in order for studying. 

During. Use abbreviations and symbols for faster 
note taking. Examples: T for the, V for every, > for 
more. Copy charts, graphs, and diagrams that the teacher  

Creative book reports 
●Q  My daugher’s teacher gave students the option 

of doing a regular written book report or presenting it 
creatively. Christina wants to do a creative project, but she’s a 
little stumped. Any suggestions?

●A   Have your daughter come up with an interesting  
format to fit her book. For a mystery, she could write her 
report as a series of “clues” and glue them into a manila folder labeled “Case Notes.” 
A historical novel might be presented as a timeline of important events. 

Does she love to use the computer? She could turn her book report into a Power-
Point presentation, complete with pictures, sounds, and animation. If your young-
ster enjoys crafts, she might make a diorama. She could write the title, characters, 
and plot on separate index cards, decorate a shoebox like the setting, and tape the 
cards inside.

No matter how Christina chooses to present her report, remind her to include  
all the required information (author’s name, genre, her opinion of the story).

Peer tutoring  Parent
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MAgAzineS
n Discovery Girls 
With articles written by 

young girls, this magazine is 
one your daughter can relate to. Each 
month, a dozen selected readers have 
their work published. Recent issues 
have covered study habits, running to 
stay fit, taking care of the Earth, and 
choosing outfits. www.discoverygirls.com

n Junior Baseball 
Junior Baseball is for players, 
parents, and coaches. It 
covers baseball skills, equip-
ment, and memorabilia, and 
includes playing tips from the 
pros. Articles also offer information 
on health and nutrition to help 
youngsters get the most from their 
sport. www.juniorbaseball.com

SOFtwARe
n Zoombinis Island Odyssey 
Players must use their 
heads to restore the 
magical land of the 
Zoombinis. Solve 
logic problems that 
involve figuring out  
patterns, decoding hieroglyphics, and 
more while exploring science topics 
like astronomy, ecology, and genetics. 
The Learning Company

n Wheel of Fortune Deluxe 
Based on the television show, this 
game has more than 2,000 word  
puzzles. Spin the wheel and choose  
a consonant or buy a vowel. Then, 
guess the word or phrase. Play alone, 
against the computer, or with others. 
Encore

Other 
Picks

A guide to taking notes  


