
Solar System Review Questions     Use the table on the back & your notes to help! 
 

1. Which is not included in our solar system? 
a. The moon 
b. Meteors 
c. Polaris 
d. Asteroids 

 
2. Which of these causes days and nights? 

a. The orbit of the Earth around the sun  
b. The revolution of the moon around 

the Earth  
c. The rotation of the moon on its axis  
d. The rotation of the Earth on its axis 

 
3. Which sequence correctly lists the relative 

sizes from smallest to largest? 
a. Milky Way Galaxy, solar system, 

universe 
b. Milky Way Galaxy, universe, solar 

system 
c. solar system, Milky Way Galaxy, 

universe 
d. solar system, universe, Milky Way 

Galaxy 
 

4. A belt of asteroids is located an average 
distance of 503 million kilometers from the 
sun. Between which two planets is this belt 
located? 

a. Mars & Jupiter 
b. Mars & Earth 
c. Jupiter & Saturn 
d. Saturn & Uranus 

 
5. In the last billion years when meteorites, 

asteroids, or comets collided with Earth, 
which has occurred? 

a. Craters have formed 
b. The whole Earth’s surface has melted 
c. All life has been destroyed 
d. The oceans have largely evaporated 

 
6. Today is it most commonly believed that our 

solar system formed 
a. By gravitational collapse of a gas-dust 

“cloud” 
b. From material exploded from the sun 
c. At the time of the Big Bang that 

formed the present universe 
d. By fusion of matter between the sun 

& a passing star 
 

7. The Jovian planets have more gravitational 
pull than the terrestrial planets. Therefore, 
they have 

a. A shorter year 
b. Higher average density 
c. Higher surface temperatures 
d. Higher mass 

 
8. Which graph best illustrates the relationship 

between the time it takes a planet to make one 
revolution around the sun versus the distance 
of the planet from the sun? 

 
9. The planet that has the shortest day is 

a. Mercury 
b. Earth 
c. Jupiter 
d. Uranus 

 
10. Comets are considered to belong to the solar 

system if they 
a. Glow by reflected light 
b. Revolve about the sun 
c. Have elliptical orbits 
d. Have uniform periods of revolution 

 



11. A person observes that a bright object streaks 
across the nighttime sky in a few seconds. 
What is this object most likely to be? 

a. A comet 
b. A meteor 
c. An explosion on the sun 
d. An orbiting satellite 

 
12. The planets known as “gas giants” or Jovians 

include Jupiter, Uranus &  
a. Pluto 
b. Saturn 
c. Mars 
d. Earth 

 
13. A person weighs more on the Earth than on 

the moon because the Earth has a greater – 
a. Density 
b. Atmospheric pressure 
c. Magnetic strength 
d. Gravitational pull 

 

14. Because of the unique position of the Earth in 
the solar system, life has flourished due to the 
presence of – 

a. Helium 
b. Volcanoes 
c. Liquid water 
d. Salt 

 
15. Which elliptical orbit below is most eccentric? 

 
 

16. Which object in our solar system has the 
greatest density? 

a. the Sun  c. the Moon 
b. Earth  d. Jupiter 

 
 

 


