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Dulles Schools 

Newsletter 
Spring Dulles Schools Newsletter 

 

Welcome to the thirteen edition of the Dulles Schools Newsletter.  In this edition I reflect on the 

opening of the Academy of Engineering & Technology, boundary changes, and the operating 

budget reconciliation process 

 To be added to the electronic distribution list, please contact me via email:   

Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 

 

Important Dates: 

Apr 11
th

:  6:30 pm  Middle & High School Attendance Boundary Public Hearing 

    LCPS Admin Building, Ashburn 

Apr 11
th

: 7:00 pm Academy of Engineering & Technology Information Session  

Stone Hill Middle School 

Apr 13
th

:  6:30 pm Special School Board Meeting – Operating Budget Reconciliation 

Public Hearing and Work Session 

Apr 14
th

:  6:30 pm  Special School Board Meeting – Operating Budget Reconciliation  

    And Adoption 

Apr 15
th

:    STUDENT HOLIDAY – NO SCHOOL 

Apr 18
th

: 6:30 pm Middle & High School Attendance Boundary Work Session 

    LCPS Admin Building, Ashburn 

Apr 26
th

: 6:30 pm School Board Meeting with Proposed Boundary Plan  

(Information Only) LCPS Admin Building, Ashburn 

May 2
nd

: 6:30 pm Middle & High School Attendance Boundary Public Hearing 

    LCPS Admin Building, Ashburn 

May 10
th

: 6:30 pm School Board Meeting with Adoption of Middle School/High 

    School Boundary Changes 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jeff.Morse@lcps.org
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Rosa Lee Carter Students Enjoying the Odyssey of the Mind Regional Tournament 

 

Academy of Engineering & Technology Enrollment Now Open for 

Applications  

The application system for the Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) Academy of 

Engineering & Technology (AET) opened on Friday, April 8th.  The mission of the LCPS 

Academy of Engineering & Technology, AET, is to provide academic STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) pathways for students to engage in the study of 

engineering, entrepreneurship and information technologies.  

The Academy of Engineering & Technology will open at Tuscarora High School this September 

for the school year 2016-17. The program will move into the Academies of Loudoun Campus 

when it opens in September 2018.  

Students entering the AET will follow an integrated STEM course of study in one of three 

different curricular pathways: 

         AET Information Technology 

The AET Information Technology pathway is designed for students who wish to engage in 

an intensive study of computer science, and information technologies. All AET Information 
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Technology students will be required to design, develop and conduct multiple research 

projects while attending the AET.  

        AET Engineering 

The AET Engineering pathway is designed for students who wish to engage in an intensive 

study of engineering, including the engineering design process. All AET Engineering 

students will be required to complete multiple engineering projects while attending the AET. 

       AET Entrepreneurship 

The AET Entrepreneurship pathway is designed for students who are interested in STEM 

fields and wish to engage in an intensive study of developing, marketing and managing 

STEM related businesses. All AET Entrepreneurship students will be required to develop 

multiple, STEM focused business and marketing plans.  

Visit the AET web pages at www.lcps.org/aet for updates and to access the AET application. 

Applications are being accepted for current eighth-graders. Information Sessions about the new 

AET programs and the admissions process will be held on the following dates: 

 April 11-Information Session at Stone Hill Middle School, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 April 14-Information Session at Blue Ridge Middle School, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 April 19-Information Session at Smart’s Mill Middle School, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 April 20-Information Session at Sterling Middle School, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 

The online application process closes at midnight Friday, April 22nd. 

 

 
Lunsford Students Raising Funds for the Dulles South Food Pantry 

http://www.lcps.org/aet
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New Brambleton Middle School and High School-11 in Brambleton 

To Affect Boundaries of Dulles District Schools 
The addition of Brambleton Middle School in the fall of 2017 and the unnamed Brambleton-

located High School (HS-11) in the fall of 2019 requires LCPS to perform yet another boundary 

change.  This change is not anticipated to relocate any planning zones until September 2017.  

To follow the process, see the website: http://www.lcps.org/Page/168857. One of the plans is 

captured below.  So far, both plans recommend relieving overcrowding at Mercer and Champe 

with boundary adjustments of communities primarily north of RT 50. Plans also show potentially 

moving Bella Terra and other nearby communities into the Stone Hill/Rock Ridge cluster.  Most 

discussion keeps Loudoun Valley II and III at Stone Hill and Rock Ridge. This plan and any 

others presented to the board will be posted on this website.  The entire process is fluid, so stay 

up to date.  Please stay active in this process so that there are no surprises!  Email me 

(Jeff.Morse@lcps.org) your thoughts/preferences as the plans are released. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An Excerpt From Plan 2 in the LCPS Middle School/High School Boundary Process 

 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/Page/168857
mailto:Jeff.Morse@lcps.org
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Heroes in the Hallway Performers Bring the Crowd Alive at Freedom 

 

Overcrowding Issues in the Dulles District 

In February, I joined Principal Jodi Day from Stone Hill and Principal John Duellman of Rock 

Ridge in a special meeting with the Stone Hill community to discuss plans to alleviate the 

overcrowding at the middle school.  Mr. Duellman’s presentation can be found at:  

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/19654/Annex_Presentation.pdf 

 

The solution being implemented is to designate a wing at Rock Ridge as the Stone Hill Annex, 

which will host 8
th

 grade students in either an A or B day schedule.  The alternate day not spent 

at Rock Ridge will still be spent in Stone Hill. The two principals are working hard to ensure the 

transition is as seamless as possible to the children.  

 

Also, in January, I hosted a town hall meeting with Bob Phillips, Principal at Mercer, and 

Principal John Duellman, Principal at John Champe, to discuss a plan to relieve overcrowding at 

Mercer. My presentation can be found at:  

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/February%2011%202016%20

Dulles%20South%20Overcrowding%202016%20Final.Jeff%20Morse.pdf 

 

The primary focus of my presentation was to outline possible steps to help alleviate 

overcrowding at Mercer.  Three of the four recommendations identified in my presentation are 

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/19654/Annex_Presentation.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/February%2011%202016%20Dulles%20South%20Overcrowding%202016%20Final.Jeff%20Morse.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/66/February%2011%202016%20Dulles%20South%20Overcrowding%202016%20Final.Jeff%20Morse.pdf
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being implemented; the fourth recommendation was withdrawn based on inputs from Mr. 

Phillps, Mrs. Simms, Dr. Adamo, and the LCPS staff. 

 

The first recommendation was to accelerate the procurement of the eight portable classrooms 

scheduled to assist with Champe overcrowding in 2017.  Because the overcrowding at Mercer is 

a more urgent need, I proposed procuring the portable classrooms this year.  The portable 

classrooms would be placed at Champe to be used by Champe students.  Approximately 200 

seats provided by the portable classrooms could be reallocated to the Mercer 8
th

 graders to use on 

an A or B day.  8
th

 graders will take the bus to Mercer and from there to Champe. The Mercer 

students will be in their own wing, referred to as “Chercer”, where they will be isolated from the 

Champe student body. The eighth graders will either: spend A days at Chercer; spend B days at 

Chercer; or they may have both A and B days at Mercer.     
 

The School Board voted to accelerate the procurement, installation, and staffing plan, and the 

Board of Supervisors approved the acceleration of capital funding in the FY 2017 Capital 

Improvement Program budget.  LCPS has begun the process to have the portable classrooms 

available in September for occupancy. 
 

The second recommendation was to use excess capacity at Brambleton Middle School to 

temporary alleviate overcrowding at Mercer.  Based on the limited insights of this ongoing 

process (see boundary change paragraphs above), it appears my fellow school board members 

are embracing the idea of moving some of the Mercer planning zones into Brambleton Middle 

School.  The exact number will depend on the final plan approved by the School Board on May 

10
th

.  

 

The third recommendation was to accelerate construction of MS-7, the last Dulles South Middle 

School.  Originally scheduled to open in 2019 in the FY 2017- FY 2021 CIP, the massive 

population growth in the Dulles South area far surpassed projections, and therefore the need to 

deliver the new school in 2018 became evident.  The School Board approved the acceleration in 

our CIP adjustment, and the Board of Supervisors approved the funding as requested.   I thank 

Matt Letourneau and Tony Buffington for their support of this important piece of the 

overcrowding solution.  

 

Although the overcrowding will still exist in the Dulles South area across all grade levels for 

several more years, they ability to handle the influx of new students is achievable in the near 

term with these adjustments.   

 

Still unsolved is the MS-7 and HS-9 (Dulles South High School) boundary changes, which will 

occur next spring and take effect in the fall of 2018 (for the middle school) and 2021 for the high 

school, according to the current CIP).  This boundary process will likely effect the entire Dulles 

South Community, depending on the location of HS-9, which is still to be determined. 
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School Board to Vote on the 2017 Operating Budget Reconciliation 

This Week 

 

This week marks the final reconciliation of the 2017 School Board Operating Budget.  The 

School Board has been tasked with identifying $16.8M in reductions from our adopted budget in 

order to align with funding approved by the Board of Supervisors last week.  The final budget 

increased $69.6 M this year or 7.1% over the FY 2016 operating budget.  The biggest aspects of 

the requested increase were the following: 

Enrollment Growth:         $32.4M 

Salaries and Benefits:      $32.4M 

Enhancements, Restorations, and Reallocations:   $18.4M 

Other Operations and Maintenance:     $  3.3M 

 

The Superintendent and his staff worked diligently to come up with their recommendation, 

which can be found at:  

http://lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/64/FY%2017%20Budget/Budget%20d

ocuments%20040816/4-7-16%20120pm%20Adjustment%20List.pdf 

 

The reductions are likely to come from the proposed changes above, but may come from any part 

of the budget based on the priorities of the school board members.  There will be a public 

hearing on April 13
th

, with the final budget reconciliation on April 14
th

. 

 

Comments:  
 

It has been a hectic spring, with the introduction of One to the World and Bring Your Own 

Technology initiatives taking root.  I look forward to our end of the year celebrations and 

especially graduations! I am excited about what next school year holds in store for us:  

alleviation of some overcrowding, the opening of our new Academy of Engineering & 

Technology, and the expansion of Full Day Kindergarten, but I do not believe that class size 

expansion is an option I will support to balance our budget.  I look forward to hearing from you 

about your own personal priorities for our budget reconciliation.  

 

Sincerely,     

 

Jeff Morse 
 

Jeff Morse 

Loudoun County School Board 

Dulles District Representative 

Jeff.Morse@lcps.org 

 

http://lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/64/FY%2017%20Budget/Budget%20documents%20040816/4-7-16%20120pm%20Adjustment%20List.pdf
http://lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/64/FY%2017%20Budget/Budget%20documents%20040816/4-7-16%20120pm%20Adjustment%20List.pdf
mailto:Jeff.Morse@lcps.org

