
       A Summer of Reading Fun 
 

Summer should be a time of fun and relaxation for you and your child. However, at this young 

age, new readers need a lot of practice reading and writing all summer long to avoid the summer 

skills slide before they begin second grade.  

 

The first-grade team has compiled the following list of things that you can do with your child 

this summer to help maintain your child’s new found reading and writing skills. You can pick 

and choose or do them all. We hope that, no matter what, you’ll have lots of fun sharing reading 

and writing with your child through the summer months. 

 

 

Summer Reading Programs at the Library 
Sign your child up for a summer reading program through the Loudoun County Public Library. 

The Gum Spring Library (just off route 50 in Stone Ridge) is a beautiful facility with a large 

children’s section. They have a variety of summer programs for kids planned. Visit their website 

to learn more. 

 Loudoun County Public Library main page: http://library.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=702 

 Summer Reading Challenge:  http://library.loudoun.gov/news-events/2016-summer-reading-

program 

Keeping a Journal         

Writing is often more difficult for younger children than reading is. But if you combine  

writing with fun activities, children are usually more willing to do it. Help your child to  

keep a journal this summer of all the fun things they and your family do. You can include 

pictures, ticket stubs, bits of nature, etc., to go with the writing. In addition to typical diary-like 

entries describing what they did, children can also put their ideas and experiences into the form 

of a cartoon, a poem, a headline, or a short story. 

     Cook Something Up 
When it’s time to make dinner, have your son or daughter help you decide what to make. You 

can look through cookbooks or check out recipes online. If you need to get some items from the 

store, then ask them to make a shopping list as you dictate it. Their spelling may not be the best, 

but they’ll see that reading and writing have real-world applications. When you are cooking the 

meal, have your child read the recipe to you. And don’t forget the math element here! Test them 

on those measurements and see what they remember from their first-grade math lessons. 

 

http://library.loudoun.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=702
http://library.loudoun.gov/news-events/2016-summer-reading-program
http://library.loudoun.gov/news-events/2016-summer-reading-program


Summer Reading at The River      
Learn about the Little River summer reading program at: http://www.lcps.org/Page/161651 

Also, check out the fun learning links on the Little River website at:  

http://www.lcps.org/Page/51902 

 

Some Great Book Series 
Check out the website “A Book and a Hug” at:  http://www.abookandahug.com/reader-

assessment  Students answer a few questions and the website recommends books they may like.    

The website also includes recommendations by genre. 

Below is a list of fun book series that your children have enjoyed reading this school year. Try 

checking out some titles from these series at the library so that they can continue reading these 

familiar stories. 

 Little House on the Prairie 

 Magic Tree House 

 Magic School Bus 

 Amelia Bedelia 

 Horrible Harry 

 Cam Jansen 

 Nate the Great 

 

 

 

 Henry and Mudge 

 Poppleton 

 Frog and Toad 

 Berenstain Bears 

 American Girls 

 A–Z Mysteries 

 

 

   Literacy Activities through the Summer 
The following calendars for June, July, and August have suggested literacy activities you can 

share with your child to keep them learning all summer. 

We hope you have a great summer of reading, writing, and fun!!! 

 

http://www.lcps.org/Page/161651
http://www.lcps.org/Page/51902
http://www.abookandahug.com/reader-assessment
http://www.abookandahug.com/reader-assessment


June 2016         
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 

 

10 11 

12 13 14 

 

LAST 

DAY 

OF 

SCHOOL 

 

15 

 

16 17 

 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 

 

24 25 

26 27 

 

28 29 30   

 

 

Visit the library 

often.  See if you 

can find a series of 

books that you 

would like to 

continue reading. 

Open a dictionary; find 5–10 

new words.  Use the words 

in a sentence, understand the 

meaning of the word, and 

have a weekly spelling test 

on the new words. 

Make a mailbox 

from an old 

shoebox. Then 

write a letter to 

someone in your 

family and 

“deliver” it. 

Read a book.  Write to tell 

someone in your family 

about your favorite part.  

Draw a picture to match 

your writing. 

Practice your 

handwriting.  You 

should be able to use 

the capital letters and 

lower case letters 

appropriately. 

Keep a summer journal.  Use a 

disposable camera to take 

pictures for your journal.  

Remember to use proper 

punctuation at the end and 

capital letters at the beginning 

of each sentence. 

Look out your 

bedroom 

window. Write a 

poem about what 

you see. 



   July 2016 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    

 

  1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24/31 25 26 27 

 

 

28 29 30 

Make a decoration for the 4th 

of July. Write the directions 

down so someone else can 

make it also. Be sure to use 

your connector words such as 

first, next, then, and finally. 

Add the digits in your 

street address 

together. Try writing 

the word for that 

number. Now try it 

with your phone 

number. 

 

Think of something you’d like 

to do this summer. Then write 

a short note to your parents 

asking them if you can. 

Include reasons to persuade 

them. 

Read out loud to 

someone special. 

Have him or her 

read to you! 

Practice reading 

and SPELLING the 

sight words on the 

first-grade website. 

Write a thank you note 

to someone who has 

done something for you 

or given you something 

recently. 

Write down the 

directions from 

your house to a 

friend’s house. Be 

sure to use the 

correct street 

names. 

Write down the 

words South 

Riding, Virginia. 

How many words 

can you make with 

these letters? Make 

a list. 

What have you read 

recently? Write about 

a book or story 

you’ve read this 

summer. Share it with 

a friend so maybe 

they’ll read it too. 

As you go through 

your neighborhood, 

what signs do you 

see? Write them 

down. Include traffic 

signs, street signs, & 

store names. 

Go to the library and check 

out a book you’ve never read 

before. Remember the Rule of 

5—if there are 5 words on a 

page you don’t know, then it’s 

too difficult. 

What ch words can you 

think of? Make a list. 

Can you use them in a 

sentence? Write some 

down. 

 



 August 2016        
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 

 

FIRST 

DAY OF 

SCHOOL 

30 31  

 

  

 

 

Write out your 

full name 

(first, middle, 

and last). What 

words can you 

make with 

these letters? 

Make a list. 

Do you have a pet? 

Write a story about 

what your pet’s day 

is like? Read it to 

your family. 

Is your street like a zoo? Write about the 

animals you see on your street or block. 

Don’t forget to include the birds and other 

wildlife you may see in the early morning 

or late evening when it’s cooler. 

Now that you’ve spent the 

summer reading and writing, 

you’ve become a better reader. 

Pick a book that you can read 

now but weren’t able to at the 

beginning of the summer. Read 

it to your parents or siblings. 

Have you been to a party this 

summer? If so, write about where the 

party took place, what games you 

played, what food you ate, and who 

was there. 

Is summer your favorite time 

of year? Write about your 

favorite season. Be sure to 

give specific reasons why the 

one you picked is your 

favorite. 

Have you read anything 

interesting lately? Go to the 

library and read an article or story 

from a children’s magazine that 

looks interesting. Tell a parent 

about what you read. 

Write a note to introduce 

yourself to your 2nd-grade 

teacher. Take it with you 

on Open House Day. 

Now that summer is almost 

over, write to tell about what 

you’ve done this summer. 

Make sure to use complete 

sentences, proper punctuation, 

and start sentences with a 

capital letter. 

 

Think about things that you 

think you will learn about in 

second grade. Then, make a 

list of things you want to do in 

second grade. 

 



 

      Summer Math Activities 
This summer, try to find ways to incorporate math into your child’s daily activities. Here is a list of 

mathematical activities to do with your child this summer.  

Number Sense 
 Place Value:  Pick 3 different single-digit numbers. Make the greatest number and the 

least number you can with those numbers. 

 Place Value:  Give students a 3-digit number and ask them to identify the number of 

hundreds, tens, and ones in the number. Have students use tally marks to represent the 

number. 

 Fractions:  Draw a picture with equal parts, shade a part, and write the fraction. 

 Counting:  Continue to count by ones, twos, fives, tens, and backwards. Count past 100 

by fives and tens. 

 Make number riddles describing a number (i.e. an even number with two tens and 4 ones 

OR an odd number between 21 and 29 with a 7 in the ones place). This is a great activity 

for the car! 

 

Addition and Subtraction 
 Use flash cards to practice addition and subtraction facts. 

 Discuss and apply strategies to use for addition & subtraction (doubles, doubles plus one, 

neighbor facts, tens facts). 

 Write and solve story problems. Make sure to show your work—draw a picture to solve, 

write a number equation to solve, and label the answer. Try a variety of addition and 

subtraction stories.  

 

Measurement 
 Tell time to hour and half-hour 

 Count collection of coins with a value of 100 cents or less.  

 Practice making change from a “purchase.” 

 Use nonstandard items to measure things in your home. 

 Use measuring cups and spoons to cook. 

 

Graphing 
 Use the weather page from the newspaper to graph the weather for the week. 

 Poll friends or family members about a topic. Create a graph to represent the data. 

 Use vocabulary such as more than, less than, and equal to in order to describe the data. 

 

Patterns 
 Look for patterns in letters, numbers, and nature. 

 Create patterns using words, letters, pictures, numbers, and shapes. 


