
 

 

October News from Mrs. Laybourne’s Class 

Math:  

We have been working on developing number sense in math 
class by using odd and even numbers, finding place value to 
999, using ordinal numbers up to 20th, and counting by 2’s, 

5’s, 10’s and even 3’s and 4’s!  

All second graders are working toward mastery of the basic 
addition and subtraction math facts. Their goal is to get 18 or 
more correct out of 20 on both addition and subtraction facts 

on two timed tests. When that goal has been met, they will 
move to the next level. (The goal is to pass one level each month.) 

We will start taking the mixed facts test on Fridays (mixed 

addition on one side and mixed subtraction on the other). This is 
considered the “level 7” test which we will be working on all 

year. The goals for the mixed facts test for the year are 27-30 
out 30 for an E on the report card in addition and subtraction facts. 
20 to 26 out of 30 for an M, 11 to 19 for a P, and 0 to 10 for a B. 
Students have one minute per side to complete as many as they can.  
 

Word Study: 
The class has been split up into different word study groups 

depending on the phonemic features they need to study.  
I will send a set of words home every week. (Another set is 
kept here at school.) Please review them with your child each 

night to help him or her master the words and complete the 
homework. (See the homework log for specifics.) 

 
Reading: The class has been split up into different guided 
reading groups depending on their reading level and/or the 

reading strategies that need strengthening. Please see the 
Back to School Night packet for some great ideas to help 

support your child in reading.  
I have started DRA testing this week and should finish next 

week. I will share this assessment with you at our 
conference. 
 

 
 
 

  
 

              We are so busy! 

Bookorders  

The October book 
order is being sent 
home today. It is due 
Tuesday, October 
15th. You may send in 
a check with an 
order form or order 
online using the web 
address: 
scholastic.com/bookclubs 
and the  
Class Activation 
Code: GRZPF 
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October 
Birthdays! 

 

We have one 
October 
birthday: 

Daniel A.’s  
 is on the18th  

 

 

 
   

 

 
 

  

 



 

Social Studies: 

We are studying map skills. A study guide is going home on Monday, the 7th.  
The test will be on the 11th. 

The vocabulary words include: 
map   title    key or legend   symbols    scale      compass rose   
 Leesburg (town)  Loudoun (county) Virginia (state)      
United States of America (country)   
Canada (neighbor to the north)   Mexico (neighbor to the south) 

cardinal directions (north, south, east, west) 
7 continents (N. America, S. America, Asia, Africa, Australia, Europe, Antarctica) 

5 oceans- Yes, 5 oceans (Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic, Indian, Southern)   
rivers (James, Mississippi, Rio Grande) 

mountains (Appalachian, Rocky) 

Great Lakes (HOMES=Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, Superior)  
 

Science:  
Our next content unit will be Habitats.  
The vocabulary is listed below: 

habitat (ocean, desert, tundra, forest, rainforest, grassland, etc.)  food chain 

non-living  living  plant  animal  seasons 
Other interesting vocabulary discussed, but not assessed: 
predator  prey    omnivore  herbivore  carnivore  
producer  consumer  decomposer  food web 
If your child is interested in these content units, encourage that interest by taking him or her 
to the public library and checking out some books on the subject. 
 

Homework: 
Each child will bring home homework log and a list of word study words each Monday (or 

Tuesday, if Monday is a holiday). The word study assignments should be completed each 
night and will be handed in each morning. (Notebooks will always be returned, but sometimes I will not have a 

chance to check it and will check two assignments the next day.) Also, each child should be reading 
independently for 15 minutes and studying math facts (especially subtraction) for 5 minutes.  
Your child should be filling out his or her homework log and asking you to sign it 

as assignments are completed. A Class Dojo point is earned for a completed homework 
log. A negative point is earned for an incomplete log. Optional-additional points can be 

earned for reading 20 minutes or more each night. 
 
Conferences:  

I will send home a reminder slip the week before your parent/teacher conference if you 
signed up for one. If, for some reason, you cannot attend at the time you signed up for, just 

let me know and we can reschedule. If you did not sign up for conference, I will send a 
request with some times that are available. 


