
Tornado Activities in August 

and September 

Tuesday, September 3 

First Day of School  

7:50 a.m. – 2:35 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 10 

PTA Board Meeting at 2:45 p.m. 

in library 

Monday, September 16 

After-school program sign-up 

online beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 24 

After-school programs begin 

 

Mark your calendars for BINGO 

on October 4th! 

 

*If, due to a disability, you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in 

these events, please contact 

the principal of the school at 

least five working days prior to 

the event. 

 

A note from Mrs. Layman: 
Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year. The staff at Tolbert is very 

excited about working with each of you this year to ensure the best 

possible educational experience for your child.  I would like to start the 

year with a few pointers that will help you to support your child as he or 

she progresses through the year. 

1) Meet your child’s teacher. If you were unable to attend Back to 
School Night or Open House, please contact your child’s 
teacher as soon as possible. It is vital that you and the teacher 
make contact early in the year and work together to ensure a 
successful school year. 

2) Understand how your child’s teacher will be communicating with 
you.  Each teacher has a monthly newsletter and webpage. In 
addition, papers are sent home weekly, and an agenda is used 
daily in grades 2-5 for homework and communication. If you 
have questions, do not hesitate to contact the teacher 
immediately.  

3) Update your contact information. Have you changed cell phone 
coverage or your home phone or email? Did you let the school 
know?  In your first day packet, there is a copy of your child’s 
emergency card. Update your contact information. If your child 
is ill or hurt, we have to be able to contact you! 

4) Establish a schedule that includes a set time and place for 
homework and a set time for bed. Elementary-aged students 
need at least 10 hours of sleep a night. 

5) Begin the day with a healthy breakfast. Not sugar! 
6) Get your child to school on time and avoid early dismissal. 

School begins at 7:50 a.m., but students may arrive beginning 
at 7:30. The school day ends at 2:35 for afternoon kindergarten 
and grades 1-5. Teachers begin instructional activities when the 
students enter the room in the morning. Valuable instructional 
time is lost when students are tardy or leave early. 

 
Also included in this first newsletter is information about my Guiding 

Principles, Walk Zone information, Meal Prices, Responsive Instruction, 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports, STEM education, 

MSAAC, attendance guidelines, and important dates. 

Have a wonderful school year!  

Elaine Layman, Principal 
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Guiding Principles 

In order to be able to set goals and know if you have achieved your goals, it is essential that you 

know where you are headed and what sets that direction.  You must also understand your own 

beliefs and recognize that they are non-negotiable when making decisions. 

In order to help you better understand some of the decisions that will be made at Tolbert 

Elementary, it will help you to understand my beliefs: 

Children come first. 

All children can learn, no matter what their background, experience, ability, or disability. All 

children can learn and progress.   

In order to teach the whole child and to help each child grow to be as successful as possible, 

children must be instructed in heterogeneous and inclusive settings. These settings must be 

positive, free of judgment, and must promote self-worth.  

All children have the right to be educated in a safe environment. The foundation of effective 

discipline is teaching children to make the right choices and to understand the expectations. 

It is imperative that we engage our students in meaningful activities and hold them 

accountable for their learning.  

Positive, frequent parent communication is the key to a strong home/school relationship. 

Conflict is O.K.; without it, we cannot grow and change. Change is difficult because it upsets 

our established patterns of behavior. Change takes time. 

If I cannot face a parent and say that “it” would be O.K. for my child, then “it” is not O.K. for 

yours. 

Teaching is the hardest job there is. Our teachers are a gift to the students of this 

community. They do not hear how appreciated they are often enough! 

Elaine Layman, Principal 

  



Transportation 

In the morning car riders are dropped off in the kiss and ride area where adults are there to greet 
them.  There is a good chance that the traffic will back up so please allow plenty of time so that 
your child is not tardy. 

There are three ways to pick up your child at the end of the day. 

1) He or she can ride the bus. 
2) If he or she is a car rider, cars will pull up in front of the building after the buses are 

dismissed, and students will walk to the car. 
3) If he or she is a walker and is being met by a parent, the waiting zone is on the west end 

of the building outside the fifth grade hallway. 

Walking Zones 

This year Tolbert will have a walking zone. Bus transportation will no longer be provided to the 
following streets: 

Aurora Ct.   Bonnie Ridge Ct. Bonnie Ridge Dr.,  
Bow Lake Pl.  Emerald Hill Dr. Fenland Pl. 
Fort Mcleod Ter. Fountain Hall Ct. Hardy Ct.  
Invermere Dr. Kendra Ter.  Larch Valley Ct. 
Moxley Dr.   Mt. Holly Pl.  Revel Store  
Saddleback Pl. Sand Point Ct. Sentinel Dr.  
Sydney Ter.  Tonquin Pl.  Valemount Ter.  
Vermillion Dr. Vista Ridge Dr.   
 
We will have two crossing guards to handle both sides of the street. 

 

Meal Prices for 2013-2014 School year 

Elementary Breakfast - $2.00 Reduced - $.30 

    Lunch - $3.00      Reduced - $.40 

  



 

The Responsive Committee manages the implementation of the RI framework. Tolbert 

Elementary uses the RI framework to analyze student progress and to design reading and math 

instruction. The RI framework has several critical elements: Solid core instruction, universal 

screening of all students, tiered, research based interventions, data collection and decision 

making, and record keeping.  All students will be screened the second week of school to 

determine who may be in need of additional reading and math support through reading and math 

interventions. Our designated intervention time is 8:00-8:30 a.m. and is called Power Up. Also, 

throughout the school year,  during Power Up, all students in grades 1 through 5 will participate in 

Discovery groups with our Art, Music, Physical Education, Guidance, Technology, Library and 

Search teachers.   

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 

The PBIS Committee manages the implementation of the PBIS framework. The Use of the 

Positive Behavior and Intervention Support (PBIS) Framework means that we have common 

school-wide rules: Respect Self, Respect Others, Respect Property. We reward students as a 

group and individually for positive behavior choices. We collect and study data so that we can 

address areas of concern both on a school-wide and individual basis.  The PBIS framework 

provides a continuum of support for all students. During the first week of school, students will be 

engaged in lessons regarding the expected behaviors in different areas of the school. We teach 

the students what appropriate behavior looks like and reward them when they demonstrate it to 

us. 

Equity 
The Equity Team will plan and carry out activities to heighten staff awareness of the differing 

needs of our students and will help to develop our understanding of the cultures, ethnicities, and 

differences that makes each student unique. The Equity Team takes the lead on  PEP (Parents 

as Education Partners) Program and the Cultural Fair. 

STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
Our STEM committee had a wonderful first year last year. They were able to integrate STEM 

lessons into the curriculum at every grade level as well as host our first STEMmania event which 

was attended by over 1,000 people. STEM activities build increased rigor and 21
st
 century skills 

into our curriculum. Parents, if you have a special interest in any of these areas, science, 

technology, engineering or mathematics,  and are interested in working with the STEM 

committee, please contact Elaine Layman at Elaine.layman@lcps.org. 
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          August 2013 

Welcome Back Parents, Guardians, and Students: 

The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC), in coordination with 

your school’s Parent Teacher Association (PTA) looks forward to a wonderful 2013-2014 

school year.  The MSAAC theme for the 2013-2014 year is “The P’s have it: Preparing 

Parents to be Proactive, Persistent, and Patient to Promote Positive and Purposeful 

Character.”  

The MSAAC Subcommittee is dedicated to work in partnership with the Loudoun 

County Public Schools (LCPS), School Board Representatives, parents and community to 

ensure that our school community becomes culturally competent, and serve as the 

cornerstone to further the academic and social development of every student. We 

encourage the development of school cultures where every minority student is afforded 

the opportunity to achieve his or her full potential, feels welcome and is recognized as an 

integral member of the student body. Furthermore, we encourage Parents, Parent 

Delegates, LCPS Administration Teams, and LCPS School/Board Representatives to 

participate in full and join in on ways to assist minority students achieve their fullest and 

highest potential. 

We are asking that every school in LCPS have at least one Primary Delegate and an 

Alternate to serve as the focal point for reaching into your local schools to identify gaps, 

disparities, and programs/resources to improve and advance the academic achievement 

for all students equally. 

  

Monthly MSAAC meetings are held at the Loudoun County Public School 

Administration Building in the School Board Meeting Room on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of 

each month, beginning at 7pm.  Our first meeting is Wednesday, September 18
th

, 2013.  

 

For questions, please contact the Outreach office directly at (571) 252-1460. 

 

We look forward on having you participate with us towards making and being the 

difference in the lives of our future leaders. 

Thanks much,  

MSAAC Executive Board 2012-2014 

 



Attendance 101 ~ We Need YOU! 
Tolbert families, we are so glad that we work in a community where parents place a high degree 

of importance on their children’s education and on regular school attendance. Out of 52 

elementary schools in LCPS, Tolbert Elementary had the best attendance rates in the county. 

THANK YOU! 

Here is some important information about attendance:  

We are completely aware that some appointments need to occur during the school day. When 

this happens, please have your child attend school before or after the appointment. This will not 

count as a day absent, which helps to achieve our annual attendance goal of 95%.  

Whenever a student is absent from school, documentation is required to verify the reason for the 

absence. Parents/Guardians are required to notify the school as to the reason for the absence. 

This may be done through the school’s Absentee Phone-in line (571-252-2871). Any absence 

not confirmed by the parent/guardian will be considered unexcused. If the parent/guardian has 

not called the school to verify the absence, the school will make a reasonable effort to call the 

parent/guardian to verify the day’s absence. Upon the student’s return to school, a written 

explanation from a parent or guardian is required for each absence.  The note should include: 

date(s) of the absence, reason for the absence, and signature of the parent/guardian.  

Students are excused for personal illness, a death in the family, medical or dental appointments, 

court appearances, religious holidays, illness in the immediate family, or emergencies that require 

the student to be absent.  

If a student is absent, whether excused or unexcused, for more than 10% of the total number of 

days membership, we will send a letter to the parents/guardians requiring a physician’s note for 

all further absences. A copy of the attendance letter sent to the parents/guardians will be placed 

in the student’s cumulative folder.  

At the point at which a student accumulates 5 unexcused absences, a referral will be made to the 

Attendance Officer. 

Occasional tardiness for valid reasons is not a serious offense; however, repeated or habitual 

tardiness encourages the formation of undesirable personal habits and disrupts the orderly 

instructional process of the school. When a student arrives tardy, parents must escort their child 

to the office and assist him/her in obtaining a tardy pass to class. This is required to ensure the 

safety and well-being of the student.  In addition, the school may require the parent or guardian to 

provide justification to determine the reason for the student’s tardiness. If this does not occur and 

documentation is not provided by the parent, as to the reason for the tardy, the tardy may be 

considered unexcused. If a student is tardy more than 10 times, a letter will be sent to the parent 

as notification of the school’s concern for the student’s non-attendance, and a physician’s note 

may be required. If the pattern of tardiness does not improve, a referral will be made to the 

Attendance Officer. 

 

 

 



 

Do You Need a Paper Copy of the Newsletter? 

Please fill out the following information and return it to your child’s teacher. 

I would like a paper copy of the newsletter. 

Youngest student’s name (please print)  ___________________________ 

Name of Child’s Teacher ____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TOLBERT PTA  

Nobody can do everything, 
but everyone can do something.  

~Author Unknown 
 

  
 

Important Dates: 

Sept. 9th-23rd: 

Charleston Wrap fundraiser 

Sept. 10th, 2:45pm: 
PTA Meeting in the Library 

 
Sept. 18th, 7pm: After School Program 

Registration (Session 1) 
 

Sept. 17th, 7-9pm: 
Odyssey of the Mind Info Night 

 
Sept. 19th, 6:30-7:30pm: 
Watch D.O.G.S. Kick-off 

 
Sept. 25th: After School Programs 

Begin (Session 1) 
 

Oct. 4th: Fall Bingo, Doors open 
at 6:30, Bingo starts at 7:00. 

PTA President’s Message 
 

Tolbert PTA is pleased to welcome to you back to another great 
year here at Tolbert!   
 
Tolbert’s PTA Board has been busy this summer planning 
an exciting year ahead for Tolbert students and families.  
I encourage you to join the PTA and be a part of the many events 
we offer.  As an active member of the PTA, you will see firsthand 
the difference we make in our children’s education.    
 
With the funds the PTA raises, we are able to contribute to our 
children’s education in so many ways.  Whether it is through the 
donation of computers, playground equipment, science 
materials, books or other needed items or through the time 
parents give volunteering in the classroom, we are able to truly 
enhance our children’s elementary school experience.   
 
Be sure to check out the PTA calendar on the Tolbert 
Elementary website for information on upcoming events 
and volunteer opportunities.   There are so many ways you 
can help. Many volunteer jobs require minimal time, can be 
done from the comfort of your home and are actually really fun!! 
Each and every hour you volunteer is vital to our success and is 
so appreciated. Best of all, you will know that you are directly 
impacting your child’s education.  
 
We can’t wait to welcome you to PTA events so we can 
support our children and our school and make this year 
at Tolbert our best yet! 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me or any PTA Board member 
with questions. Welcome back to school! 
 

Allison Gallagher 

 

PTA President, 2013-2014 
allisonvgallagher@yahoo.com 

 

Volunteer opportunities: 

Are you looking for a way to volunteer 
for Tolbert, but have limited 

time available? 

Are you a working parent? 

Do you have children home 
during the day?  

Do you want to help make great 
events for our children? 

 If you're interested in helping our 

school or have any questions, 

please contact Amy Baugus at 

almondjoy1@hotmail.com. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Join us for our Fall Bingo event 

on October 4th at 6:30pm! 

 

2013-14 Board Members:  
President: Allison Gallagher President-Elect: Jennifer Bittenbender 

VP of Fund-raising: Lisa Amazigo VP of Family Events: Donna Cowan 

VP of Assemblies: Jessica Heenan VP of After School Programs: Hilda Smith 

Treasurer: Jennifer Coleman  Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Baugus 

Secretary: Allison Riesz 
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